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PHYSICS AifD POLITICS. 


No. L 

THE PEELIMIHAItY AGE, 

Oye peculiarity of tills age is tlie sudden acquisition of 
mucli physical knowledge. There is scarcely a depart- 
nieiit of science or art which is the same, or at all the samej 
as it was fifty years ago. A new world of inventions — of 
railways and of telegraphs — ^has grown up around us 
wdiich we cannot help seeing ; a new world of ideas is in 
the air and afiects uSj though we do not see it. A full 
estimate of these eSects would require a great hook, 
and I am sure I could not write it ; but I think I may 
usefully, in a few papers, show how, upon one or two 
great points, the new ideas are modifying two old 
sciences — ^politics and political economy. Even upon 
these points my ideas must be incomplete, for the 
subject is novel ; but, at any rate, I may suggest some 
conclusions, and so show what is requisite even if I do 
not supply it. 


B 
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If we wanted to describe one of the most marked 
results, perhaps the most marked result, of late thought, 
we should say that by it everything is made ^ an anti- 
quity.’ When, in former times, our ancestors thouglit 
of an antiquarian, they described him as occupied with 
coins, and medals, and Druids’ stones ; these were then 
the characteristic records of the decipherable past, and 
it was with these that decipherers busied themselves. 
But now there are other relics ; indeed, all matter is 
become such. Science tries to find in each bit of earth 
the record of the causes which made it precisely wliat 
it is 5 those forces have left their trace, she knows, as 
much as the tact and hand of the artist left their mark 
on a classical gem. It would be tedious (and it is net 
in my way) to reckon up the ingenious questionings by 
which geology has made part of the earth, at least, tell 
part of its tale; and the answers would have been 
meaningless if physiology and concliology and a hun- 
dred similar sciences had not brought their oid. Such 
subsidiary sciences ai’e to the decipherer of tlie present 
day what old languages were to the antiquary of other 
days; they construe for him the words which he dis- 
covers, they give a richness and a truth-like complexity 
to the picture which he paints, even in cases where the 
particular detail they tell is not much. But what liere 
concerns me is that man himself has, to the eye of 
science, become <= an antiquity.’ She tries to read, is 
beginning to read, knows she ought to read, in the frame 
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of each man the result of a whole history of all his life, 
of what he is and what makes him so, — of all his fore- 
fathers, of what they were and of what made them so. 
Each nerye has a sort of memory of its past life, is 
trained or not trained, dulled or quickened, as the case 
may be ; each feature is shaped and characterised, or 
left loose and meaningless, as may happen ; each hand is 
marked with its trade and life, subdued to what it works 
in ; — if we could hut see it. 

It may be answered that in this there is nothing new ; 
that we always knew how much a man’s past modified 
a man’s future ; that we all laiew how much a man is 
apt to be like his ancestors ; that the existence of 
national character is the greatest commonplace in the 
world ; that when a philosopher cannot account for any- 
thing in any other manner, he boldly ascribes it to an oe- 
cxilt quality in some race. But what physical science does 
is, not to discover the hereditary element, but to render 
it distinct,— to give us an accurate conception of what 
we may expect, and a good account of the evidence by 
which we are led to expect it. Let us see what that 
science teaches on the subject; and, as far as may be, I 
will give it in the words of those who have made it a 
professional study, both that I may be more sure to state 
it rightly and vividly, and because— as I am about to 
apply these principles to subjects which are my own 
pursuit — I would rather have it quite clear that I have 
not made my premises to suit my own conclusions. 
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Ist, then, as respects the inclividiial, we learn as 
follows : 

^ E^eii while the cerebral hemispheres are entire, and 
ill full possession of their poY/ers, the brain gives rise 
to actions which are as completely reflex as those of the 

“pinal cord. 

^When the eyelids wink at a flash of light, or a 
threatened blow, a reflex action takes place, in which the 
afferent nerves are the optic, the efferent, the facial. • 
When a bad smell causes a grimace, there is a reflex 
action tliroiioh the same motor nerve, while the olfactory 
nerves constitute the afferent channels. In these cases, 
therefore, reflex action must he effected through the 
brain, all the nerves involved being cerebral. 

^ When the whole body starts at a loud noise, the 
afferent auditory nerve gives rise to an impulse which 
passes to the medulla oblongata, and thence affects 
the great majority of the motor nerves of the body. 

‘^It may be said that these are mere mechanical 
actions, and have nothing to do with the acts which we 
associate with intelligence. But let us consider what 
takes j)lace in such an act as reading aloud. In this 
case, the whole attention of the mind is, or ought to 
be, bent upon the subject-matter of the book ; while a 
multitude of most delicate muscular actions are going 
on, of which the reader is not in the . slightest degree 
aware. Thus the book is held in the hand, at the right 
distance from the eyes ; the eyes are moved, from side 
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tiO sids, ov6r tli0 liiiGS, aiid up and clown tli9 ps^-'^GS, 
Further, the most delicately adjusted and rapid move- 
meiits of the muscles of the lips, tous^iie, and throat, of 
laryngeal and respiratory muscles, are involved in the 
]Droduction of speech. Perhaps the reader is standing 
up and accompanying the lecture with appropriate 
gestures. And yet every one of these muscular acts 
may be performed with’ utter unconsciousness, cii his 
part, of anything but the sense of the words in the 
booh. In other words, they are reflex acts. 

■ ^ The reflex actions proper to the spinal cord itself 
are nakiral, and are involved in the structure of the 
cord and the properties of its constituents. By the 
help of the brain we may acquire an a:^iiity of mtificial 
reflex actions. That is to say, an action may require 
all our attention and all our volition for its first, or 
second, or third performance, hut by frequent repetition 
it becomes, in a manner, part of our organisation, and 
is performed without volition, or even consciousness. 

As everyone knows, it takes a soldier a very long 
time to learn his drill — to put himself, for instance, into 
the attitude of attention’ at the instant the word of 
command is heard. But, after a time, the sound of the 
word gives rise to the act, whether the soldier be think- 
iiio* of it or not. There is a story, which is credible 
enough, though it may not be true, of a practical joker, 
who, seeing a discharged veteran carrying home his 
dinner, suddenly called oat ^ Attention!^ whereupon 
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the man instantly brought his hands down, and lost his 
mutton and potatoes in the gutter. The drill had been 
gone through, and its effects had become embodied in 
the man^s nervous structure. 

‘ The possibility of all education (of which military 
drill is only one particular form) is based upon the 
existence of this power which the nervous system 
possesses, of organising conscious actions into more or 
less unconscious, or reflex, operations. It may be laid 
down as a rule, that if any tivo mental states be called 
up together, or in succession, with due frequency and 
vividness, the subsequent production of the one of tlieiii 
will suffice to call up the other, and that whether we 
desire it or not,^ ^ 

The body of the accomplished man has thus become 
by training different from what it once wms, a.iid 
different from that of the rude man ; it is charged witli 
stored virtue and acquired fficulty which come away 
from it unconsciously. 

Again, as to race, another authority teaches Maids 
life truly represents a progressive development of the 
nervous system, none the less so because it takes place 
out of the womb instead of in it. The regular trans- 
mutation of motions which are at first voluntary into 
secondary automatic motions, as Hartley calls them, 
is due to a gradually effected organisation ; and we 
may rest assured of this, that co-ordinate activity 

^ Huxley’s Elementary Fhymhg)/, pp. 2U .286. 
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always testifies to stored-up power, eitlier innate or 

acquired. 

^ Tlie way in which an acquired faculty of the parent 
animal is sometimes distinctly transmitted to the 
progeny as a heritage^ instinct, or innate endowment, 
furnishes a striking confirmation of the foregoing ob- 
serrations. Power that has been laboriously acquired 
and stored up as statical in one generation manifestly 
in such case becomes the inborn faculty of the next ; 
and the development takes place in accordance with 
that law of increasing speciality and complexity of adap- 
tation to external nature which is traceable throuo-h 

O 

the animal kingdom ; or, in other words, that law of 
progress from the general to the special in development 
which the appearance of nerve force amongst natural 
forces and the complexity of the nervous system of man 
both illustrate. As the vital force gathers up, as it 
were, into itself inferior forces, and might be said to 
be a development of them, or, as in the appearance 
of nerve force, simpler and more general forces are 
gathered up and concentrated in a more special and 
complex mode of energy; so again a further speciali- 
sation takes place in the development of the nervous 
system, whether watched through generations or through 
individual life. It is not by limiting our observations 
to the life of the individual, however, who is but a link 
in the chain of organic beings connecting the past with 
the future, that we shall come at the full truth ; the 
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present indiyidual is tlie inevitable consequence of his 
antecedents in the past^ and. in the examination of 
these alone do we arrive at the adequate eiplanation of 
him. It behoves ns, then, having fonnd any faculty to be 
innate, not to rest content there, but steadily to follow 
backwards the line of causation, and thus to display, if 
possible, its manner of origin. This is the more neces- 
sary with the lower animals, where so much is innate.’ ^ 

The special laws of inheritance are indeed as yet un- 
known. All which is clear, and all which is to my 
purpose is, that there is a tendency, a probability, 
greater or less according to circumstances, but always 
considerable, that the descendants of cultivated parents 
will have, by born nervous organisation, a greater apti- 
tude for cultivation than the descendants of such as 
are not cultivated ; and that this tendency augments, 
in some enhanced ratio, for many generations. 

I do not think any who do not acquire — and it takes 
a hard effort to acquire — this notion of a transmitted 
nerve element will ever understand the connective 
tissue’ of civilisation. We have here the continuous 
force which binds age to age, which enables each to 
begin with some improvement on the last, if the last did 
itself improve ; which makes each civilisation not a set 
of detached dots, but a line of colour, surely enhancing 
shade by shade. There is, by this doctrine, a physical 
cause of improvement from generation to generation: 

* Muiidsley on the Physiology and Pathology of the Mind^ p. 73. 
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and no imagination wlaicli lias apx3reliended it can for- 
get it; but unless you appreciate tliat cause in its 
subtle materialism, unless you see it, as it were, playing 
upon tbe nerves of men, and, age after age, making 
nicer music from finer cliords, you cannot comprekend 
tbe principle of inberitance eitber in its mystery or its 
power. 

These principles are quite iudepeudent of any theory 
as to tbe nature of matter, or tbe nature of mind. 
They are as true upon tbe theory that mind acts on 
matter — tbougb separate and altogether different from 
it — as upon the theory of Bishop Berkeley that there is 
no matter, but onlj mind ; or upon the contrary theory 
— that there is no mind, but only matter ; or upon the 
yet subtler theory now often held — that both mind and 
matter are different modifications of some one tertmm 
quid, some hidden thing or force. All these theories admit 
— indeed they are but various theories to account for — ^the 
fact that what we call matter has consequences in what 
we call mind, and that what we call mind produces re- 
sults in what we call matter; and the doctrines I quote 
assume only that. Our mind in some strange way acts 
on our nerves, and our nerves in some equally strange 
■ way store up the consequences, and somehow the result, 
as a rule and commonly enough, goes down to our 
descendants; these primitive facts all theories admit, 
and all of them labour to explain, 

Nor have these plain principles any relation to the 
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old difEcnlties of necessity and freewill. Every Free- 
willist holds that the special force of free volition is 
applied to the pre-existing forces of onr corporeal 
structure ; he does not consider it as an agency acting 
in vacuo y but as an agency acting upon other agencies. 
Every Freewillist holds that, upon the whole, if you 
strengthen the motive in a given direction, mankind 
tend more to act in that direction. Better motives — 
better impulses, rather — come from a good body : worse 
motives or worse impulses come from a bad body. A 
Freewillist may admit as much as a KTecessarian that 
such improved conditions tend to improve human action, 
and that deteriorated conditions tend to deprave human 
action. Wo Freewillist ever expects as much from St. 
Giles’s as he expects from Belgravia: he admits an 
hereditary nervous system as a dahim for the will, 
though he holds the will to be an extraordinary in-» 
coming ^ something.’ Wo doubt the modern doctrine 
of the ' Conservation of Force,’ if applied to decision, 
is inconsistent with free will 5 if you hold that force ^ is 
never lost or gained,’ you cannot hold that there is a 
real gain — a sort of new creation of it in free volition. 
But I have nothing to do here with the universal Con- 
seivation of Force.’ The conception of the nervous 
organs as stores of will-made power does not raise or 
need so vast a discussion. 

Still less are these principles to be confounded with 
Mr. Buckle’s idea that material forces have been the 
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main-springs of xDrogress, and moral causes secondary^ 
and, in comparison, not to be thought of. On the 
contrary, moral causes are the first here. It is the 
action of the will that ’causes the unconscious habit ; it 
is the continual effort of the beginning that creates the 
hoarded energy of the end ; it is the silent toil of the 
first generation that becomes the transmitted aptitude 
of the next. Here jDhysical causes do not create the 
moral, but moral create the physical ; here the begin- 
ning is by the higher energy, the conservation and pro- 
pagation only by the lower. But we thus perceive how 
a science of history is possible, as Mr. Buclde said, — a 
science to teach the laws of tendencies — created by the 
mind, and transmitted by the body — which act upon 
and incline the will of man from age to age. 


li. 

But how do these principles change the philosophy of 
our politics ? I think in many ways ; and first, in one 
particularly. Political economy is the most system- 
atised and most accurate part of political philosophy ; 
and yet, by the help of what has been laid down, I 
think we may travel back to a sort of ' pre-economic 
age,’ when the . very assumptions of political economy 
did not exist, when its precepts -would have been 
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rnmons, and when the very contrary precepts were 
requisite and wise. 


For tMs purpose I do not need to deal -with the dim 
ages which ethnology just reveals to us — with the stone 
age, and the hint implements, and the refuse-heaps. 
The time to which I would go back is only that just 
before the dawn of history— coeval with the dawn, 
perhaps, it would be right to say— for the first historians 
saw such a state of society, though they saw other and 
more advanced states too : a period of which we have 
distinct descriptions from eye-witnesses, and of which the 


traces and consequences abound in the oldest law. ‘ The 
effect,’ says Sir Henry Maine, the greatest of our living 
jurists the only one, perhaps, whose wi’itings are in 
keeping with our best philosophy—' of the evidence de- 
rived from comparative jurisprudence is to establish that 
view of the primeval condition of the human race which 
is known as the Patriarchal Theory. There is no doubt, 
of course, that this theory was originally based on the 
Scriptural history of the Hebrew patriarchs in Lower 
Asia ; but, as has been explained already, its connection 

with Scripture rather militated than otherwise against 

its reception as a complete theory, since the majority of 
the inquirers who till recently addressed themselves 
with most earnestness to the colligation of social phe- 


nomena, were either influe-.aced by the strongest preju- 
dice against Hebrew antiquities or by the strongest 
deshe to construct their system without the assistance 
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of religious records. ETeii now there is perhaps a 
disDOsition to midervalne these accounts, or rather to 
decline generalising from tlieiii, as forming part of the 
traditions of a Semitic people. It is to be noted, how- 
ever, that the legal testimony comes nearly exclusively 
from the institutions of societies belonging to the Indo- 
European stock, the Eonians, Hindoos, and Sclavonians 
supplying the greater part of it ; and indeed the diffi- 
culty, at the present stage of the inquiry, is to know 
where to stop, to say of what races of men it is not 
allowable to lay down that the society in which they 
are united was originally organised on the patriarchal 
model. The chief lineaments of such a society, as col- 
lected from the early chapters in Genesis, I need not 
attempt to depict with any minuteness, both because 
they are familiar to most of us from our earliest child- 
hood, and because, from the interest once attaching to 
the controversy which takes its name from the debate 
between Locke and Eilmer, they fill a whole chapter, 
though not a very profitable one, in English literature. 
The points which lie on the surface of the history are 
these : — The eldest male parent — ^the eldest ascendant — - 
is absolutely supreme in his household. His dominion 
extends to life and death, and is as unqualified over his 
children and their houses as over his slaves j indeed the 
relations of sonship and serfdom appear to differ in little 
beyond the higher capacity ■which the child in blood 
possesses of becoming one day the head of a family 
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liiiiisclf. TliG flocks and herds of the children are the 
flocks and herds of the father, and the possessions of 
the parent, which he holds in a representative rather 
than in a proprietary character, are equally divided at 
his death among his descendants in the first degree, 
the eldest son sometimes receiving a double share under 
the name of birthright, but more generally’- endowed 
with no hereditary advantage beyond an honorary pre- 
cedence. A less obvious inference from the Scriptural 
accounts is that they seem to plant us on the traces of 
the breach which is first effected in the empire of the 
parent. The families of Jacob and Esau separate and 
form two nations ; but the families of Jacob’s children 
hold together and become a people. This looks like the 
immature germ of a state or commonwealth, and of an 
oidei or lights superior to the claims of family relation. 

‘ If I w-ere attempting for the more special purposes 
of the jurist to express compendiously the characteristics 
of the situation in which mankind disclose themselves 
at the dawn of their history, I should be satisfied to 
quote a few verses from the “ Odyssee ” of Homer 

• S’ oUt' &yopai fiov\.n<t>6pOL oiSre e4pta-res. 

Q^}A.I(TTG'{)^L Bk GfCCL(TTOS 

'rraiBccu W aXSxo^v, ohr^ aX^Xm B,X4yov(rii^: ” 


£ CC 


They have neither assemblies for consultation nor 

themiBtes, but everyone exercises jurisdiction over his 

wives and his children, and they pay no regard to one 
another.”’ 
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And this description of the beginnings of history is 
confirmed by wbat may be called tbe last lesson of pre- 
historic ethnology. Perhaps it is the most valnable^ os 
it is clearly the most sure resnlt of that science, that it 
has dispelled the dreams of other days as to a primitire 
high civilisation. History catches man as he emerges 
from 4he patriarchal state : ethnology shows how he 
lived, grew, and improved in that state. The conclnsive 
arguments against the imagined original civilisation 
are indeed plain to everyone. Hothing is more iiitel- 
lio'ible than a moral deterioration of mankind — nothing 
than an msthetic degradation — nothing than a political 
degradation. But you cannot imagine mankind giving 
up the plain utensils of personal comfort, if they once 
knew them ; still less can you iMagine them giving up 
good weapons — say bows and arrows — if they once knew 
them. Yet if there were a primitive civilisation these 
things must have been forgotten, for tribes can be found 
in every degree of ignorance, and every grade of kiiow- 
ledge as to pottery, as to the metals, as to the means of 
comfort, as to the instruments of war. And what is 
more, these savages have not failed from stiipklitj; 
tliey are, m various degrees of originality, inventive 
about these matters. You cannot trace the roots of an 
old i)erfect system variously maimed and variously 
dying ; you cannot find it, as yon find the trace of the 
Latin language in the mediseval dialects. On the con- 
trary, you find it beginning- as new scientific discoveries 



16 


PHYSICS AND POLITICS. 


and inventions now begin — here a little and tliei’e a 
little, tbe same thing half-done in various half-ways, 
and so as no one who knew the best way would ever 
have begun. An idea used to prevail that bows and 
aiTows w^ere the primitive weapons ’ — ^the weapons of 
universal savages; but modem science lias made a 
table,' and some savages have them and some have not, 
and some have substitutes of one sort and some have 
substitutes of another — several of these substitutes 
being like the ‘ boomerang,’ so much more difficult to 
hit on or to use than the bow, as well as so much less 
effectual. And not only may the miscellaneous races 
of the world be justly described as being upon various 
edges of industrial civilisation, approaching it by 
various sides, and falling short of it in various ]iar- 
ticulars, but the moment they see the real thing they 
know how to use it as well, or better, than civilised 
man. The South American uses the horse which the 
European brought better than the European. Many 
races use the rifle— the especial and very complicated 
weapon of civilised man — ^better, upon an average, than 
he can use it. The saVage with simple tools — tools he 
appreciates — is like a child, quick to learn, not like an 
old man, who has once forgotten and who cannot ac- 
quire again. Again, if there had been an excellent 
aboriginal civilisation in Australia and Ameiica, where. 

^ See the very careful table and admirable discussion in Sir John 
Lubbock’s Fre-Historio Times* 
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botanists and zoologists, ask, are its vestiges ? If these 
savages did care to cultivate wheat, where is the wild 
wheat gone which their abandoned culture must have 
left? if they did give up using good domestic animals, 
what has become of the wild ones which would, accord- 
ing to all natural laws, have sprung up out of them ? 
This much is certain, that the domestic animals of 
Europe have, since what may be called the discovery of 
the world during the last hundred years, run up and 
down it. The English rat— not the pleasantest of our 
domestic creatures— has gone everywhere ; to Australia, 
to Aew Zealand, to America: nothing but a compli- 
cated rat-miracle could ever root him out. Nor could 
a common force expel the horse from South America 
since the Spaniards took him thither; if we did not 
know the contrary we should suppose him a principal 
aboriginal animal. Where then, so to say, are the rats 
and horses of the primitive civilisation ? Not only can 
we not find them, but zoological science tells us that 
they never existed, for the ‘ feebly pronounced,’ the in- 
effectual, marsupials of Australia and New Zealand 
could never have survived a competition with better 

creatures, such as that by which they are now 
perishing. 

We catch then a first glimpse of patriarchal man 
not wfih any industrial relics of a primitive civilisation,’ 
but with some gradually learnt knowledge of the simpler 
arts, with some tamed animals and some little know- 

0 
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ledge of the course of nature as far as it tells upon the 
seasons and affects the condition of simple tribes. 
This is what, according to ethnology, we should expect 
the first historic man to be, and this is what we in fact 

find him. But wliat was his mind; how are we to 

describe tliat P 

I believe the general description in which Sir John. 
Lubbock sums up his estimate of the savage mind suits 
the patriarchal mind. ‘Savages,’ he says, ‘unite the 
character of childhood with the passions and strength 
of men.’ And if w’-e open the first record of the pagan 
voild tne poems of Homer — how much do we find 
that ^ suits this description better than any other. 
Civilisation has indeed already gone forward ages 
beyond the time at which any such description is com- 
plete. Man, in Homer, is as good at oratory, Mr. Glad- 
stone seems to say, as he has ever been, and, much as 
that means, other and better things might be added to 
It. But after all, how much of the ‘ splendid savage ’ 
there is in Achilles, and how mudh of the ‘ spoiled child 
sulking in his tent.’ Impressibility and excitability 
are the main characteristics of the oldest Greek history 
and if we turn to the east, the ‘ simple and violent ’ 

world, as Mr. Kinglake calls it, of the first times meets 
ns e^erj moment. 

^^And this IS precisely what we should expect. An 
‘inherited drill,’ science says, ‘makes modern nations 
wbat they are ; their born structure bears the trace of the 
aws of their fathers ; ’ but the ancient nations came into 
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no sucli iiilieritaiice ; they were the descendants of 
people who did what was right in their own eyes ; they 
weie boin to no tutored habits^ no preservative bonds, 
and therefore they were at the mercy of every impulse 
and blown by every passion. 

The condition of the primitive man, if we conceive 
of iiiiii lightly, is, in several respects, different from any 
we know. We nnconsciously assume around us the 
existence of a great miscellaiieoiis social machine work- 
ing to our hands, and not only supplying our wants, 
but even telling and deciding when those wants shall 
come. No one can now without difiiculty conceive how 
people got on before there were clocks and watches ; as 
Sir Gr. Lewis said, ^ it takes a vigorous effort of the 
imagination ’ to realise a period when it was a serious 
difficulty to know the hour of day. And much more is 
it difficult to fancy the unstable minds of such men as 
neither knew nature, which is the clock-work of ma- 
terial civilisation, nor possessed a polity, which is a 
kind of clock-work to moral civilisation. They never 
could have known what to expect; the whole habit 
of steady but varied anticipation, which makes our 
minds what they are, must have been wholly foreign 
to theirs. 

Again, I at least cannot call up to myself tlie loose 
conceptions (as tliey must laave been) of moi’als wliich, 
then existed.’ If we set aside all the element derired 
from law and polity which runs through our current 
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moral notions, I hardly know what we shall have left. 
The residuum was somehow, and in some vague way, 
intelligible to the ante-political man, but it must have 
been uncertain, wavering, and unfit to be depended 
upon. In the best cases it existed much as the vague 
feeling of beauty now exists in minds sensitive but 
untaught ; a still small voice of uncertain meaning ; an 
unknown something modifying everything else, and 
higher than anything else, yet in form so indistinct 
that when you looked for it, it was gone — or if this be 
thought the delicate fiction of a later fancy, then 
morality was at least to be found in the wild spasms of 
‘^wild justice,’ half punishment, half outrage, — but 
anyhow, being unfixed by steady law, it was inter- 
mittent, vague, and hard for us to imagine. Everybody 
who has studied mathematics knows how many shadowy 
difficulties he seemed to have before he understood the 
problem, and how impossible it was when once the de- 
monstration had flashed upon him, ever to comprehend 
those indistinct difficulties again, or to call up the men- 
tal confusion that admitted them. So in these days, 
when we cannot by any effort drive out of our minds 
the notion of law, we cannot imagine the mind of one 
who had never known it, and who could not by any 
effort have conceived it. 

Again, the primitive man could not have imagined 
what we mean by a nation. We on the other hand cannot 
imagine those to whom it is a difficulty ; ^ we know 
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what it is when you do not ask us/ but we cannot very 
quickly explain or define it. But so much as this is plain, 
a nation means a like body of men, because of that like- 
ness capable of acting together, and because of that 
likeness inclined to obey similar rules ; and even this 
Homer’s Cyclops — used only to sparse human beings — 
could not have conceived. 

To sum up — laiv — ^rigid, definite, concise law — is the 
primary want of early mankind ; that which they need 
above anything else, that which is requisite before they 
can gain anything else. But it is their greatest diffi- 
culty, as well as their first requisite ; the thing most 
out of their reach, as well as that most beneficial to 
them if they reach it. In later ages many races have 
gained much of this disciiDime quickly, though pain- 
fully I a loose set of scattered clans has been often and 
often forced to substantial settlement by a rigid con- 
queror ; the Romans did half the work for above half 
Europe. But where could the first ages find Romans 
or a conqueror ? Men conquer by the power of govern- 
ment, and it was exactly government which then was 
not. The first ascent of civilisation was at a steep 
gradient, though when now we look down upon it, it 
seems almost nothing. 

IIL 

How the step from polity to no polity was made dis* 
tinct, history does not record, —on this point Sir Henry 
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M?ine lias drawn a most interesting conclusion from 
his peculiar studies ; — 

It would be/ lie tells us, ^ a very simple explanation 
of the origin of society if we could base a general con- 
clusion on the hint furnished us by the scriptural ex- 
ample already adverted to, and could suppose that com- 
munities began to exist -wherever a family held together 
instead of separating at the death of its patriarchal 
eliieftain» In most of the Greek states and in Eome 
there long remained the vestiges of an ascending series 
of groups out of which the state was at first constituted. 
The fainiljr^ house, and tribe of the Eoinans may be 
taken as a type of them, and they are so described to 
us that we can scarcely help conceiving them as a sys- 
tem of concentric circles which have gradually expanded 
from the same point. The elementary group is the 
family, connected by common subjection to the highest 
male ascendant. The aggregation of families forms the 
gensy or house. The aggregation of houses makes the 
tribe. The aggregation of tribes constitutes the com- 
monwealijh. Are we at liberty to follow these indica- 
tions, and to lay down that the commonwealth is a 
collection of persons united by common descent from 
the progenitor of an original family? Of this we 
may at least be certain, that all ancient societies re- 
garded themselves as having proceeded from one original 
stock, and even laboured under an incapacity for com- 
prehending any reason except this foi' their holdiiio' 
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togetlier in political union. The history of political 
ideas begins, in fact, with the assumption that kinship 
in blood is the sole possible ground of community in 
political functions ; nor is there any of those subver- 
sions of feeling, which we term emphatically revolutions, 
so startling^ and so complete as the chans’e which is 
accomplished when some other principle — such as that, 
for instance, of local contiguity — establishes itself for 
the first time as the basis of coniinon political action.’ 

If this theory were true, the origin of polities would 
not seem a great change, or, in early days, be really a 
great change. The primacy of the elder brother, in 
tribes casually cohesive, would be slight ; it would be 
the beginning of much, but it would be nothing in 
itself; it would be — ^to take an illustration from the 
opposite end of the political series — it would be like the 
headship of a weak parliamentary leader over adherents 
who may divide from him in a moment ; it was the 
germ of sovereignty, — it was hardly yet sovereignty 
itself. 

Ido not myself believe that the suggestion of Sir Henry 
Maine — for he does not, it will be seen, offer it as a con- 
fident theory — is an adequate account of the true origin 
of politics. I shall in a subsequent essay show that 
there are, as it seems to me, abundant evidences of 
a time still older than that which he speaks of. But the 
theory of Sir Henry Maine serves my present purpose 
well. It describes, and truly describes, a kind of life 
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antecedent to onr present politics, and the conclusion I 
have drawn from it will be strengthened, not weakened, 
when we come to examine and deal with an age yet 
older, and a socipJ bond far more rudimentary. 

But when once polities were begun, there is no diffi- 
culty in explaining why they lasted. Whatever may 
be said against the principle of ^natural selection^ in 
other departments, there is no doubt of its predominance 
in early human history. The strongest killed out the 
weakest, as they could. And I need not pause to prove 
that any form of polity is more efficient than none; that 
an aggregate of families owning’ even a slippery alle- 
giance to a single head, would be sure to have the better 
of a set of families acknowledging no obedience to any- 
one, but scattering loose about the world and fighting 
where they stood. Homer’s Cyclops would be powerless 
against the feeblest band ; so far from its being singular 
that we find no other record of that state of man, so 
unstable and sure to perish was it that we should rather 
wonder at even a single vestige lasting down to the age 
when for pictures<^ueness it became valuable in poetry. 

But, though the origin of polity is dubious, we are 
upon the terra j^rma of actual records when we speak of 
fjhe pieservation of polities. Perhaps every young 
Englishman who comes now-a-days to Aristotle or 
Plato is struck with their conservatism : fresh from the 
hberal doctrines of the present age, he wonders at find- 
ing in those recognised teachers so much contrary 
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teaching. They hoth — niilike as they are — ^holcl with 
Xenophon so unlike both — that man is the ^ hardest 
of all animals to govern.’ Of Plato it miglit indeed be 
plausibly said tbat tbe adbei’ents of an intuitive philo- 
sopby, being ‘ the tories of speculation,’ have commonly 
been prone to conservatism in government ; but Aris- 
totle, the founder of the experience philosophy, ought, 
according to that doctrine, to have been a liberal, if 
anyone ever was a liberal. In fact, both of these men 
lived when men had not ‘had time to forget’ the 
difficulties of government. We have forgotten them 
altogether. We rechon, as the basis of our culture, 
upon an amount of order, of tacit obedience, of prescrip- 
tive governability, which these philosophers hoped to 
g'et as a principal result of their culture. We take 

without thought as a datum, what they hunted as a ^ 
qucssitum. 

In early times the quantity of government is much 
more important than its quality. What you want is a 
comprehensive rule binding men together, making them 
do much the same things, telling them what to expect 
of each other fashioning them alike, and keeping them 
so. What this rule is does not matter so much. A ' 
good rule is better than a bad one, but any rule is better 
than none ; while, for reasons which a jurist wih ap- ; 

preciate, none can be very good. But to gain that rule, 
what may be called the impressive elements of a polity 
are incomparably more important than its useful ele- I 




iiients. How to get tlie obedience of men, is the hard 
I)roMeiii ; wliat you do with that obedience is less 
critical. 

To gain that obedience, the primary condition is the 
ide,iititT — not the iiiiioii-, but the sameness — of what we 
now call Cliiircli and State. Dr. Arnold, fresh from 
the studv of Greek tlionulit and Eoman history, used 

i .*■ 

to preach that this identity was the great' cure for the 
misguided modern world. But he spoke to ears filled 
with other sounds and minds filled with other thoughts, 
and thev hardlu knew his meaning, much less heeded 
it. But though the teaching was wrong for the modern 
age to which it was applied, it was excellent for the old 
world from which if was learnt. What is there requisite 


is a single government — call it Chiircli or State, as 
Toii like — rearulatiiio* the whole of human life. hTo 
division of power is then endurable without danger — 
probably without destruction ; the priest must not teach 
one thing and the king another ; kiBg- must be priest, 
and prophet king’ : the two must say the same, because 
they are the same. The idea of difference between 


spiritual penalties and legal penalties must never be 
awakened. Indeed, early Greek thought or early Eoman 
tb ought would never have comprehended it. There was 
a kind of rough public oj>inioii and there were rough, 
very rough, hands which acted on it. IVe now talk of 
political penalties and ecclesiastical prohibition, and the 
social censure, but they were aU one then. Hothing is 
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very like those old communities now, but perhaus a 
‘trade’s union’ is as near as most things; to 4ork 

cheap is thought to be a ‘ wicked ’ thing, and so some 

Broadhead puts it down. 

TI16 object of sucli organisations is to creoite what 
may be called a cctJce of custom. All the actions of life 
die to be submitted to a single rule for a si.ngl6 object 5 
that gradually created tlie ^ hereditary drill ’ which 
science teaches to be esseiitialj and which the early 
instinct of men saw to be essential too. That this 
regimie forbids free thought is not an evil; or rather, 
though, an evil, it is the nc^cessciry basis for the g’reatest 
good ; it is necessary for making the mould of civilisa- 
tion, and hardening the soft fibre of early man. 

Ihe first recorded histoiy of the Aryan race shows 
every where a king, a council, and, as the necessity of 
eariy conflicts required, the king in much prominence 
and witli much power. That there could be in such 
ages anything lilce an oriental desjpotism, or a Caesarean 
despotism, was impossible; the outside extra-political 
army which maintains them could not exist when the 
tribe was the nation, and when all the men in the tribe 
were warriors. Hence, in the time of Homer, in the 
first times of Horne, in the first times of ancient 
Germany, the king is the most visible part of the polity, 
because for momentary welfare he is the most useful. 
The close oligarchy, the patriciate, which alone could 
know the fixed law, alone could a.pply the fixed law, 
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"was recognised as tlie autlioi’ised cnstiodiaii oi 
tlie fixed law, had then sole command over the primary 
social want. It alone knew the code of drill ^ it alone 
was obeyed; it alone could drill. Mr. Gx-ote has 
adnixi ably described the rise of the primitive olxg'archies 
upon the face ot the first monarchy, hut perhaps because 
he so much loves historic Athens, he has not sympa- 
thised with pre-historie Athens. He has not slxowii ns 
the need of a fixed life when all else was unfixod life. 

It would he schoolboyish to explain at length how 
well the two great republics, the two winning republics 
of the ancient w^orld, embody these conclusions. Home 
and Sparta were drilling aristocracies, and smcceeded 
because they were such. Athens was indeed of another 
and higher order ; at least to us instructed iixoderns 
who know her and have been taught by her. Bxxt to the 
Philistines of those days Athens was of a lower 
order. ^ She was beaten ; she lost the great visible game 
■winch. IS all that short-sighted contemporaries kno'w. 
She ■was the great ‘ free failure ’ of the ancient; world. 
She began, she announced, the good things tba.t were 
to come ; hut she was too weak to display and enjoy 

them ; she was trodden down by those of coarser make 

and better trained frame. 

^ How much these principles are confirmed by Jewish 
history is obvious. There was doubtless much else in 
Jewish history— whole elements with which I am not 
here concerned. But so much is plain. The Jews were 
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m the begmnmg the most unstable of nations : they 
were subnutted to their law, and they came o^t th; 
most stable of nations. Their poHty was indeed defec- 
tive in unity After they ashed for a king the spiritual 
and the secular powers (as we should speak) were never 
at peace, and never agreed. And the ten tribes who 
lapsed from their law, melted away into the neighbourino- 
nations.^ Jeroboam has been called the ‘ first Liberal 
^d religion apart, there is a meaning in the phrasL 
He began to break up the binding polity which was 
what men wanted in that age, though eager and inven- 
tive minds always dislike it. But the Jews who adhered 
to their law became the Jews of the day, a nation of a 

111 HI SGij if 0VG1' fllGl'O W3 jS Oil©, 


It IS connected with this fixity that jurists teU us 
that the title ‘ contract ’ is hardly to be discovered in 
the oldest law. In modern days, in civilised days, men’s 
choice determines nearly aU they do. But in early 
times that choice determined scarcely anything. The 
guiding rule was the law of status. Everybody was 
born to a^ place in the community ; in that place he had 
to stay : in that place he found certain duties which he 
had to fulfil, and which were all he needed to tbint- of 

The of custom caught umn iu distiuct spotjaud 

kept eack where he stood. 


What are eaUed in European politics the principles 

of 1789, are therefore inconsistent with the early world- 

they are fitted only to the new world in which society 
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has gone tlirougli its early task ; when the inherited 
organisation is already confirmed and fixed ; when the 
soft minds and strong passions of youthful nations are 
fixed and guided by hard transmitted instincts. Till 
then not equality before the law is necessary but ine- 
quality, for what is most wanted is an elevated elite who 
know the law : not a good government seeking the 
happiness of its subjects, but a dignified and overawing 
government getting its subjects to obey : not a g’ood 
law, but a comprehensive law binding all life to one 
routine. Later are the ages of freedom ; first are the 
ages of servitude. In 1789, when the great men of 
the Constituent Assembly looked on the long past, they 
hardly saw anything in it which could be praised, or 
admired, or imitated : all seemed a blunder — a complex 
error to be got rid of as soon as might be. But that 
error had made themselves. On their very physical 
organisation the hereditary mark of old times was 
fixed ; their brains were hardened and their nerves were 
steadied by the transmitted results of tedious usages. 
The ages of monotony had their .use, for they traiued 
men for ages when they need not be monotonous. ' 


lY. 

But even yet we have not realised the fuU benefit of 
those early polities and those early laws. They not only 
‘ bound up ’ men in groups, not only impressed on men 
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a certain set of common nsages, but often, at least m an 
indirect way, suggested, if I may use the expression, 

national character. 

We cannotyet explain — I am sure, at least, I cannot a - 
tempt to explain— all the singular phenomena of national 
character : how completely and perfectly they seem to 
be at first framed ; how slowly, how gradually they can 
alone be altered, if they can be altered at all. But 
there is one analogous fact which may help us to see, 
at least dimly, ho vv such phenomena are caused. There is 
a character of ages, as well as of nations ; and as we have 
fall histories of many such periods, we can examine ex- 
actly when and how the mental peculiarity of each began, 
and also exactly when and how that mental peculiarity 
passed away. We have an idea of Queen Anne’s time, 
for example, or of Queen Elizabeth’s time, ox’ George 
II.’s time ; or again of the age of Louis ^ oi 
Louis XV., or the Erench Kevolution ; an idea more or 
less accurate in proportion as we study, but probably 
even in the minds who know these ages best and most 
minutely, more special, more simple, more unique -^han 
the truth was. We throw aside too much, in makmg 
lip our images of eras, that which is common to all eias. 

The English character was much the same m many 

E • 'f-.iiTLe as it was in Eliza b6tii s 

oreat respects in Chaucei s mine as n wc 

toe or Aobo-s toe, or as it is now. Bat 

ties rvero aAded to Uris common element in one era a 

eeme in anotlrer ; some qnalito seemed to overshadow 
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and ecKpse it in one era, and otters in anotter. We 
overlook and Half forget the constant while we see and 
watch the variable. But— for that is the present point 
—why is there this variable ? Everyone must, I think, 
have been puzzled about it. Suddenly, in a quiet time 

say, in Queen Anne’s time — arises a special literature, 
a marked variety of human espression, pervading 

what is then written and peculiar to it ; surely +bi« is 
singular. 

The true explanation is, I think, something like this. 
One considerable writer gets a sort of start because 
what he writes is somewhat more— only a little more 
very often, as I believe — congenial to the minds around 
him than any other soi't. This writer is very often not 
the one whom posterity remembers — not the one who 
carries the style of the age farthest towards its ideal 
type, and gives it its charm and its perfection. It was 
not Addison who began the essay-writing of Queen 
Anne s time, but Steele; it was the vigorous forward 
man who struck out the rough notion, though it was 
the wise and meditative man who improved upon it and 
elaborated it, and whom posterity reads. Some strong 
writer, or group of writers, thus seize on the public 
mind, and a curious process soon assimilates other 
writers in appearance to them. To some extent, no 
doubt, this assimilation is effected by a process most 
intelligible, and not at all curious — the process of con- 
scious imitation ; A sees that B’s style of writing 
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answers and he imita,tes it. But definitely aimed 
mimicry like this is always rare ; original men who like 

°r -io -lot wilHogly clothe aem m 

wo* acy feel ttey hon-ow. No mec, indeed, can 

ttaufc to much purpose when he is studying to write a 

style not his own Aft at* oil tm ^ 

J „ an, very few men are at all 

equal to the steady labour, the stupid and mistaken 
labour mosoly, of making a style. Most men catch the 
words that are in the air, and the rhythm which comes 
■to them they do not know from whence ; an unconscious 
imitation determines their words, and makes them say 
what of themselves they would never have thought of 
saying. Everyone who has written in more than one 
newspaper knows how invariably his style catches the 
one of each paper while he is writing for it, and chaim-es 
to toe tone of another when in turn he begins to write 
for that. He probably would rather write the traditional 
style to which the readers of the journal are used, but 
oes not set himself to copy it; he would have to 
force himself in order not to write it if that was what 
^ e wanted. Exactly in this way, just as a writer for a 
journal without a distinctly framed purpose gives the 
readers of the journal the sort of words and the sort of 
thoughts they are used to-so, on a larger scale, the 
writers of an age, without thinking of it, give to the 
readers of the age the sort of words and the sort of 
houghts— the special literature, in fact— which those 
readers like and prize. And not only does the writer, 

D 
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witliont thinking, choose the sort of style and meaning 
which are most in vogue, but the writer is himself 
chosen. A writer does not begin to write in the tra- 
ditional rhythm of an age unless he feels, or fancies he 
feels, a sort of aptitude for writing it, any more than a 
writer tries to write in a journal in which the style is 
uncongenial or impossible to him. Indeed if he mistakes 
he is soon weeded out; the editor rejects, the age will 
not read his compositions. How painfully this tra- 
ditional style cramps great writers whom it happens not 
to suit, is curiously seen in Wordsworth, who was bold 
enough to break through it, and, at the risk of contem- 
porary neglect, to frame a style of his own. But he did 
so knowingly, and he did so with an effort. It is sup- 
posed/ he says, ‘ that by the act of writing in verse an 
author makes a formal engagement that he will gratify 
certain known habits of association ; that he not only 
then apprizes the reader that certain classes of ideas 
and expressions will be found in his book, but that 
others will be carefully eschewed. The exponent or 
symbol held forth by metrical language must, in dif- 
ferent ages of literature, have excited very different 
expectations ; for example, in the age of Catullus, 
Terence, or Lucretius, and that of Statius or Claudian ; 
and in our own country, in the age of Shakespeare and 
Beaumont and Bletcher, and that of Donne and Cowley, 
or Pope.’ And then, in a kind of vexed way, Words- 
worth goes on to explain that he himself can’t and 
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won t do what is expected from him, hut that he will 
TOite his own words, and only his own words. A. stiict 
I was going to say a Puritan, genius will act thus but 

most men of genius are susceptible and versatile ’ and 

fall into the style of their Or... 7 ’ 

c oi ineir age. One very unapt at the 

assimilating process, but on that account the more 

curious about it, says 


Track a livelong day. great heaven, and irateh our shadows ! 
hat oiu- shadows seem, forsooth, we will ourselves be. 

0 I look like that f You think ms that : then I am that. 


What writers are expected to write, they write ; or 
else they do not write at all ; but, like the writer of these 
lines, stop discouraged, live disheartened, and die leavino- 
fragments which their friends treasure, but which a 
rushing world never heeds. The Nonconformist writers 
are ^ neglected, the Conformist writers are encouraged, 
until perhaps on a sudden the fashion shifts. And as 
with the writers, so in a less degree with readers. 
Many men— most men— get to like or tbir.V they like 
that which is ever before them, and which those around 
them like, and which received opinion says they ought 
to like ; or if their minds are too marked and od^ 
made to get into the mould, they give up reading alto- 
gether, or read old books and foreign books, formed 
under another code and appealing to a different taste. 
The principle of ‘ elimination,’ the ‘ use and disuse ’ of 
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is used streugtliens j wliat is disused weakens : ‘ to 
those who have, more is given ; ’ and so a sort of style 
settles upon an age, and imprinting itself more thn-n 

anything else in men’s memories becomes all that is 
thought of about it. 

I believe that what we call national character arose 
in very much the same way. At first a sort of ‘ chance 
predominance ’ made a model, and then invincible at- 
traction, the necessity which rules all but the sti’ongest 
men to imitate what is before their eyes, and to be what 
they are expected to be, moulded men by that model. 
This is, I think, the very process by which new national 
characters are being made in our own time. In America 
and in Australia a new mtidification of what we call 
Anglo-Saxonism is growing. A sort of type of character 
arose from the difficulties of colonial life— the difficulty 
of struggling with the wilderness ; and this type has 
given its shape to the mass of characters because the 
mass of characters have unconsciously imitated it. 
Many of the American characteristics are plainly useful 
in such a life, and consec^uent on such a life. The 
eager restlessness, the highly-strung nervous organisa- 
tion are useful in continual struggle, and also are pro- 
moted by it. These traits seem to be arising in 
Australia, too, and wherever else the English race is 
placed in like circumstances. But even in these useful 
particulars the innate tendency of the human mind to 
become like what is around it, has efiected much ; a 
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Eiiglisliraaii will often catcL. tlie eager Ameri- 
can look in a few years ; an Irisliman or even a German 
will catch, it, too, even in all English particulars. And 
as to a hundred minor points — in so many that go to 
mark the typical Yankee— usefulness has had no share 
either in their origin or them propagation. The acci- 
dent of some predominant person possessing them set 
the fashion, and it has been imitated to this day. 
Anybody who inqumes will find even in England, and 
even in these days of assimilation, parish peeuHarities 
which arose, no doubt, from some old accident, and 
have been heedfully preserved by customary copying. 
A national character is but the successful parish cha- 
racter ; just as the national speech is but the successful 
pai'ish dialect, the dialect, that is, of the district which 
came to be more— in many cases but a little more- 
influential than other districts, and so set its yoke on 
books and on societj. 

I could enlarge much on this, for I believe this un- 
conscious imitation to be the ’principal force in the 
making of national characters ; but I have already said 
more about it than I need. Everybody who weighs 
even half these arguments will admit that it is a sreat 
1*0106 in t}i 6 matter^ a principal ag* 6 iicy ijo bs acknow- 
ledged and watclied ; and for my present purpose I 
want no more. I tave only to sliow tbe efficacy of tlie 
tight early polity (so to speak) and the strict early law 
on the creation of corporate characters. These settled 
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the predominant type, set up a sort of model, made a 
sort of idol ; this was worshipped, copied, and observed, 
from all manner of mingled feelings, but most of all be- 
cause it was the ^ thing to do,^ the then accepted form 
of human action. When once the predominant type 
was determined, the copying proj)ensity of man did the 
rest. The tradition ascribing S]partan legislation to 
Lycurgus was literally untrue, but its spirit was quite 
true. In the origin of states strong and eager indi- 
viduals got hold of small knots of men, and made for 
them a fashion which they were attached to and kept. 

It is only after duly apprehending the silent manner 
in which national characters thus form themselves, that 
we can rightly appreciate the dislike which old Govern- 
ments had to trade. There must have been something 
peculiar about it, for the best philosoj)hers, Plato and 
Aristotle, shared it. They regarded commerce as the 
source of corruption as naturally as a modern economist 
considers it the spring of industry, and all the old 
Governments acted in this respect upon the philosophers’ 
maxims. ^^Well,’ said Dr. Arnold, speaking ironically 
and in the spirit of modern times — Well, indeed, might 
the policy of the old priest-nobles of Egypt and India 
endeavour to divert their people from becoming familiar 
with the sea, and represent the occupation of a seaman 
as incompatible with the purity of the highest castes. 
The sea deserved to be hated by the old aristocracies, 
inasmuch as it has been the mightiest instrument in the 
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civiIiS8;ti02i of tiliG old olig'Sjrcliios li3.d 

t/liGii own woikj ns W0 hoav know* Tiioy wgtg imposing 
a fasliioning yoke 5 tliGy wero making* tliG Iminaii 
naijnrG wliicli afijGi* "tiiiiGs Gmploy. TiiGy wGrG "aij flioir 
labours^ wg liavG GntGrod into tliGSG labours. And to 
tbo unconscious imitation wbicb was tboir principal 
tool^ no iinpodiinGnt was so formidable as foreign intcr- 
couisG. l^fon imitate wbat is before tbeir eyeSj if it is 
before tbeir eyes alone^ but tbey do not imitate it if it is 
only one among many present things — one competitor 
among others, all of which are equal and some of which 
seem better. * T^Tioever speaks two languages is a 
rascal/ says the saying, and it rightly represents the 
feeling of primitive communities when the sudden im - 
pact of new thoughts and new esamples breaks down 
the compact despotism of the single consecrated code, 
and leaves pliant and impressible man — such as he then 
is— to follow his unpleasant will without distinct 
guidance by hereditary morality and hereditary religion. 
The old oligarchies wanted to keep their type perfect, 
and for that end they were right not to allow foreigners 
to touch it. 

^ Distinctions of race,’ says Arnold himself elsewhere 
in a remarkable essay — for it was his last on Greek 
history, his farewell words on a long favourite subiect— 
^ were not of that odious and fantastic character which 
they have been in modern times ; they implied real 
differences of the most important kind, religions and 
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moral.’ And after exemplifying' this at length he goes 
on, ‘ It is not then to he wondered at that Thucydides, 
when speaking of a city founded jointly by lonians and 
Dorians, should have thought it right to add “ that the 
prevailhig institutions of the two were Ionian,” 'for 
according as they were derived from one or the other 
the prevailing type would he different. And therefore 
the mixture of persons of different race in the same 
commonwealth, unless one race had a complete ascen™ 
dancy, tended to confuse all the relations of human life, 
and all men’s notions of right and wrong ; or by com- 
pelling men to tolerate in so near a relation as that of 
fellow- citizens differences upon the main points of 
human life, led to a general carelessness and scepticism, 
and encouraged the notion that right and wrong had 
no real existence, but were mere creatures of human 
opinion. But if this be so, the oligarchies were right. 
Commerce brings this mingling of ideas, this breaking 
down of old creeds, and brings it inevitably. It is now- 
a-days its greatest good that it does so ; the change is 
what we can ‘ enlargement of mind.’ But in early 
times Providence ‘ set apart the nations ; ’ and it is not 
tiUthe frame of their morals is set by long ages of 
transmitted discipline, that such enlargement can be 
borne. The ages of isolation had their use, for they 

trained men for ages when they were not to be iso- 
lated* 



41 


No. n. 

THE USE OF CONFLICT. 

^ The difference between progression and stationary in- 
actioHj’ says one of our greatest living writers, ^ is one 
of tbe great secrets wbieb. science has yet to penetrate.^ 
I am sure I do not pretend tiiat I can completely pene- 
trate it ; but it nndonbtedly seems to me that tbe 
problem is on tbe verge of solution, and tbat scientific 
successes in kindred fields by analogy suggest some 
principles wMcb wholly remove many of its difficulties, 
and indicate tbe sort of way in which those which 
remain may hereafter be removed too. 

But what is the problem ? Common English, I might 
perhaps say common civilised thought, ignores it. 
Our habitual instructors, our ordinary conversation, our 
inevitable and ineradicable prejudices tend to make us 
think that ^ Progress ’ is the normal fact in human 
society, the fact which we should expect to see, the 
fact which we should be surprised if we did not see. 
But history refutes this. The ancients had no concep- 
tion of progress ; they did not so much as reject the 
idea ; they did not even entertain the idea. Oriental 
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nations are just tlie same now. Since history began 
they have always - been wbat tbey are. Savages, 
again, d.o not improve j tbey bardly seem to bave tbe 
basis on wbicb to bnild., mncb less tbe material to. put 
np anything worth having. Only a few nations, and 
those of European origin, advance ; and yet these think 

seem irresistibly compelled to think — such advance 

to be inevitable, natural, and eternal. "Why then is 
this great contrast? 

Before we can answer, we must investigate more 
accurately. IN^o doubt history shows that most nations 
are stationary now ; but it affords reason to think that 
all nations once advanced. Their progress was arrested 
at various points ; but nowhere, probably not even in 
the hill tribes of India, not even in the Andaman 
Islanders, not even in the savages of Terra del Euego, 
do we find men who have not got some way. They 
have made their little progress in a hundred different 
ways; they have framed with infinite assiduity a 
hundred curious habits ; they have, so to say, screwed 
themselves into the uncomfortable comers of a complex 
life, which is odd and dreary, but yet is possible. And 
the corners are never the same in any two parts of the 
world. Our record begins with a thousand unchanging 
edifices, but it shows traces of previous building. In 
historic times there has been little progress ; in pre- 
historic times there must have been much. 

In solving, or trying to solve, the question, we must 
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take notice of tliis remarkable difference, and explain 
it, too, or else we may be sure onr principles are utterly 
incomplete, and perhaps altogether unsound. But what 
then is that solution, or what are the principles which 
tend towards it? Three laws, or approximate laws, 
may, I think, be laid down, with only one of which I 
can deal in this paper, but all three of which it will be 
best to state, that it may be seen what I am aiming 
at. 

First. In every particular state of the world, those 
nations which are strongest tend to prevail over the 
others ; and in certain marked peculiarities the strongest 
tend to be the best. 

Secondly. Within every particular nation the type or 
types of character then and there most attractive tend 
to prevail ; and the most attractive, though with ex- 
ceptions, is what we call the best character. 

Thirdly. IsTeither of these competitions is in most 
historic conditions intensified by extrinsic forces, but 
in some conditions, such as those now prevailing in the 
most influential part of the world, both are so intensi- 
fied. 

These are the sort of doctrines with which, under 
the name of natural selection ^ in physical science, we 
have become familiar; and as every great scientific 
conception tends to advance its boundaries and to be of 
use in solving problems not thought of when it was 
started, so here, what was put forward for mere animal 
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Wstory may, with a change of form, hut an identical 
essence^ be applied to human liistoiy. 

At first some objection was raised to the principle of 
natnral selection ’ in physical science npon religious 
grounds j it was to be expected that so active an idea 
and so large a shifting of thought would seem to im- 
peri much which men valued. But in this, as in other 
cases, the^ objection is, I think, passing away ; the new 
principle is more and more seen to be fatal to mere out- 
yrks of religion, not to religion itself. At all events 
0 the sort of application here made of it, which only 
amounts to searching out and foUowing up an analogy 
suggested by it, there is plainly no objection. Every- 
one now admits that human history is guided by certain 
ws, and all that is here aimed at is to indicate in a 

infinitesimaUy small 

portion of such laws. 

The discussion of these three principles cannot be 
kept quite apart except by pedantry; but it is almost 
exclusively with the first-that of the competition 
e ween nation and nation, or tribe and tribe ffor I 
must use these words in theii- largest sense, and so as 
to me ude every cohering aggregate of human beings) 
hat I can deal now ; and even as to that I can but 
set down a few principal considerations. 

Tie progress of the miBtaoy art is the most eon- 
spicuous, was ahont to say the most ahmy, fact in 

y cient civfiisation may be compared 



THE USE OE CONFLICT. 


45 


with modern in many respects^ and plausible arguments 
constructed to show that it is better ; but you cannot 
compare the two in military power. Napoleon could 
indisputably have conquered Alexander ; our Indian 
army would not think much of the Eetreat of the Ten 
Thousand. And I suppose the improvement has been 
continuous ; I have not the slightest pretence to special 
knowledge ; but^ looking at the mere surface of the 
facts, it seems likely that the aggregate battle array, so 
to say, of mankind, the fighting force of the human 
i^ace, has constantly and invariably grown. It is true 
that the ancient civilisation long resisted the barba- 
rians,’ and was then destroyed by the barbarians. But 
the barbarians had improved. By degrees,’ says a 
most accomplished writer,^/ barbarian mercenaries came 
to form the largest, or at least the most effective, part 
of the Eoman armies. The body-guard of Augustas 
had been so composed ; the prsetoriaiis were generally 
selected from the bravest frontier troops, most of 
them Germans.’ ^Thus,’ he continues, ^in many 
ways was the old antagonism broken down, Eomans 
admitting barbarians to rank and office; barbarians 
catching something of the manners and culture of their 
neighbours. And thus, when the final movement came, 
the Teutonic tribes slowly established themselves 
through the provinces, knowing something of the 
system to which they came, and not unwilling to be 

* Mr. BrjC0. 
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considered its members.’ Taking friend and foe to- 
getber, it may be doubted wbetlier tbe fighting ea.pacity 
of the two armies was not as great at last, when the 
Empire fell, as ever it was in the long period while the 
Empire prevailed. During the Middle Ages the com- 
bining power of men often failed ; in a divided time 
you cannot collect as many soldiers as in a concen- 
trated time. But this difficulty is political, not military. 
If you added up the many little hosts of any century of 
separation, they would perhaps be found equal or 
greater than the single host, or the fewer hosts, of 
previous centuries which were more united. Taken as 
a whole, and allowing for possible exceptions, the 
aggregate fighting power of mankind has grown im- 
mensely, and has been growing continuously since we 
knew anything about it. 

Again, this force has tended to concentrate itself 
more and more in certain groups which we call 
‘ civilised nations.’ The literati of the last century 
were for ever in fear of a new conquest of the barba- 
rians, but only because their imagination was over- 
shadowed and frightened by the old conquests. A very 
little consideration would have shown them that, since 
the monopoly of military inventions by cultivated states, 
real and effective military power tends to confine itseK 
to those states. The barbarians are no longer so much 
as vanquished competitors 5 they have ceased to com- 
pete at alL 
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Tlie military vices, too, of civilisation seem to decline 
jnst as its military strengtli augments. Somehow or 
other civilisation does not make men effeminate or nn- 
warlike now as it once did. There is an improvement 
in our fibre — ^moral, if not physical. In ancient times 
city people could not he got to fight— seemingly could 
not fight ; they lost their mental courage, perhaps their 
bodily nerve. But now-a-days in all countries the great 
cities could pour out multitudes wanting nothing hut 
practice to make good soldiers, and abounding in 
bravery and vigour. This was so in America ; it was 
so in Prussia ; and it would be so in England too. The 
breed of ancient times was impaired for war by trade 
and luxury, but the modern breed is not so impaired. 

A curious fact indicates the same thing probably, il 
not certainly. Savages waste away before modem 
civilisation ; they seem to have held their ground be- 
fore the ancient. There is no lament in any classical 
writer for the barbarians. The New ZeaWers say 
that the land will depart from their children ; the 
Australians are vanishing ; the Tasmanians have vm- 
ished. If anything like this had happened in antiquity, 
the classical moralists would have been ^ 

over it ; for it is Just the large solemn Hnd of fact_ that 
suited them. On the contrary, m Gaul, m Spam, in 
Sioiiy-everywhere that we know of-the barb™ 
endured the contact of the Soman, and the Eoman a le 
himself to the barbarian. Modern science explains the 
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wasting away of savage men ; it says that we have 
diseases which we can bear, though they cannot, and 
that they die away before them as our fatted and pro- 
tected cattle died out before the rinderpest, which is 
innocuous, in comparison, to the hardy cattle of the 
Steppes. Savages in the first year of the Christian era 
were pretty much what theywere in the 1800th • and 
if they stood the contact „/ancie„t cMised In’, 
cannot stand ours, it follows that our race is presumably 
tougher than the ancient ; for we have to bear, and do 
bear, the seeds of greater diseases than those the 
ancients earned with them. We may use, perhaps, the 
unvarying savage as a metre to gauge the vigour of the 
constitutions to whose contact he is exposed. 

Particular consequences may be dubious, but as to 
the mam fact there is no doubt : the military streng-th 
of man has been growing from the earliest time known 
to our h^tory, straight on till now. And we must not 
look at times known by written records only ; we must 
travel back to older ages, known to us only by what 
lawyero caU real evidence-the evidence of things. Be- 
fore history began, there was at least as much progress 
in le mihtary^ art as there has been since. The 
Oman legionaries or Homeric Greeks were about as 
superior to' the men of the shell mounds and the flint 
implements as we are superior to them. There has 
been a constant acquisition of mUitary strength by man 
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since we know anything of liim^ eitker by tlie docnments 
be has composed or tbe indications be bas left. 

The cause of this military growth is very plain. The 
strongest nation bas always been conc|uering the 
weaker; sometimes even subduing it, but always pre- 
vailing over it. Every intellectual gain, so to speak, 
that a nation possessed was in the earliest times ma.de 
use of — was invested and taken out — in war; all else 
perished. Each nation tried constantly to be tbe 
stronger, and so made or copied tbe best weapons ; by 
conscious and unconscious imitation each nation formed 
a type of character suitable to war and conquest. Con- 
quest improved mankind by tbe intermixture of 
strengths ; tbe armed truce, which was then called 
peace, improved them by tbe competition of training 
and the consequent creation of new power. Since the 
long-beaded men first drove tbe short-beaded men out 
of tbe best land in Europe, all European history has 
been tbe history of tbe superposition of the more 
military races over the less military — of tbe efforts, 
sometimes successful, sometimes unsuccessful, of eacn 
race to get more military ; and so the art of war has 
constantly improved. 

But why is one nation stronger than another ? In 
the answer to that, I believe, lies the key to the prin- 
cipal progress of early civilisation, and to some of the 
progress of all civilisation. The answer is that there 
are very many advantages — some small and some great 

E. ' ' . ’ 
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— eTery one of wMct tends to mate the nation ■wliich 
lias it superior to ttie nation "wliicli lias it 5 
many of tliese ad.vantages can be imparted, to subjut? 
races, or imitated by competing races ; and that, though 
some of these advantages may he perishable or inimi - 
able, yet, on the whole, the energy of civilisation grov s 
by the coalescence of strengths and by the competition 

of strengths. 


n. 

By far the greatest advantage is that on which I 
observed before— that to which I drew all the attention. 

I was able by making the first of these essays an essay 
on the Preliminary Age. The first thing to acquire is 
if I may so express it, the legal fibre ; a polity first 
what sort of polity is immaterial; a law first ^what 
kind of law is secondary ; a person or set of persons to 
pay deference to — though who he is, or they are, by- 

comparison scarcely signifies. 

‘ There is,’ it has been said, ‘ hardly any exaggerating 
the difference between civilised and uncivilised men ; it 
is oreater than the difference between a tame and a 
wild animal,’ because man can improve more. But the 
difference at first was gained in much the same way . The 
taming of animals as it now goes on among savage 
nations, and as travellers who have seen it describe it, 
is a kind of selection. The most wild are killed when 
food is wanted, and the most tame and easy to manage 
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kept, because they are more agreeable to hmiian indo- 
lence, and so the keeper likes them best. Captain 
Galton, who has often seen strange scenes of savap'e 
and of animal life, had better describe the process : — 
The irreclaimably wild members of every flock would 
escape and be utterly lost ; the wilder of those that 
remained would assuredly be selected for slaughter 
whenever it was necessary that one of the flock should 
be killed. The tamest cattle — those which seldom ran 
away, that kept the flocks together, and those which 
led them homeward — would be preserved alive longer 
than any of the others. It is, therefore, these that 
chiefly become the parents of stock and bequeath their 
domestic aptitudes to the future herd. I have con- 
stantly witnessed this process of selection among the 
pastoral savages of South Africa. I believe it to be a 
very important one on account of its rigour and its 
regularity. It must have existed from the earliest 
times, and have been in continuous oj)eration, genera- 
tion after generation, down to the present day.’^ 

Man, being the strongest of all animals, differs from 
the rest ; he was obliged to be his own domesticator ; 
he had to tame himself. And the way in which it 
happened was, that the most obedient, the tamest tribes 
are, at the first stage in the real struggle of life, the 
strongest and the conquerors. All are very wild then ; 
the animal vigour, the savage virtue of the race has 
J Ethnological Society’s Transactions, vol. iii. p. 337. 
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died out in none, and all have enongli of it. But wliat 
niaies one tribe — one incipient tribe, one bit of a tribe 
— ^to differ from another is tlieir relative facnltj of 
colieience. The slig'litest STmptoiii of le^^al develon- 
naent, tlie least indication of a military bond, is tlien 
enongb to turn tlie scale. The compact tribes win, and 
the compact tribes are the tamest. Civilisatioji besins, 
because the beginning of civilisation is a military ad- 
vantage. 

Probably if we had historic records of the ante-his- 
toric ages — if some superhuman power had sat down 
the thoughts and actions of men ages before they could 
set them doivn for themselves — we should tnow that 
this first step in civilisation was the hardest step. But 
when we come to history as it is, we are more struck 
with the dif&culty of the next step. All the absolutely 
incoherent men all the ^ Cyclopes ^ — ^have been cleared 
away long before there was an authentic accoiiiit of 
them. And the least coherent only remain in the 
" protected ’ parts of the world, as we mav call them. 
Ordinary civilisation begins near the Mediterranean 
Sea ; the best, doubtless, of the ante-historic civilisa- 
tions were not far off. Prom this centre the concjiiering 
swarm — for such it is — has grown and grown ; has 
widened its subject territories steadily, though not 
equably, age by age. But geography long defied it. 
An Atlantic Ocean, a Pacific Ocean, an Australian 
Ocean, an unapproachable interior Africa, an inac- 
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cessible and undesirable bill India, were beyond its 
range. In such remote places there was no real com- 
petition, and on them inferior half-combined men 
continued to exist. But in the regions of rivalry — the 
regions where the better man pressed upon the worse 
man — such half-made associations could not last. They 
died out, and history did not begin till after they were 
gone. The great difficulty which history records is not 
that of the first step, but that of the second step. What 
is most evident is not the difficulty of getting a fixed 
law, but getting out of a fixed law ; not of cementing 
(as upon a former occasion I phrased it) a cake of custom, 
but of breaking the cake of custom ; not of making the 
first preservative habit, but of breaking through it, and 
I’eaching something better. 

This is the precise case with the whole family of 
arrested civilisations. A large part, a very large part, 
of the world seems to be ready to advance to something 
good — to have prepared all the means to advance to 
something good, — and then to have stopped, and not 
advanced. India, Japan, China, almost every sort of 
Oriental civilisation, though differing in nearly all other 
things, are in this alike. They look as if they had 
paused when there was no reason for pausing — when a 
mere observer from without would say they were likely 
not to pause. 

The reason is, that only those nations can progress 
which preserve and use the fundamental peculiarity 
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wMcli was given by nature to man’s organism as to all 
other organisms. By a law of which we know no 
reason, but which is among the first by which Pro- 
vidence guides and governs the world, there is a ten- 
dency in descendants to be like their progenitors, and 
yet a tendency also in descendants to differ from their 
progenitors. The work of nature in making generations 
is a patchwork — ^part resemblance, part contrast. In 
certain respects each bom generation is not like the 
last born ; and in certain other respects it is like the 
last. But the peculiarity of arrested civilisation is to 
kill out varieties at birth almost; that is, in early 
childhood, and before they can develop. The fixed 
custom which public opinion alone tolerates is imposed 
on all minds, whether it suits them or not. In that 
case the community feel that this custom is the only 
shelter from bare tyranny, and the only security for 
what they value. Most Oriental communities live on 
land which in theory is the property of a despotic 
sovereign, and neither they nor their families could 
have the elements of decent existence unless they held 
the land upon some sort of fixed terms. Land hi that 
state of society is (for all but a petty skilled minority) a 
necessary of life, and aU the unincreasable land beins 
occupied, a man who is turned out of his holding is 
turned out of this world, and must die. And our notion 
of written leases is as out of place in a world without 
writing and without reading as a House of Commons 
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among* Andamaii Islanders. Only one clieck, one sole 
sMeld for life and goodj is tlien possible ; — ^iisage. And 
it is but too plain bow in Ksneb |)laces and periods men 
cling to cnstoms because customs alone stand between 
tbem and starvation. 

A still more powerful cause co-operated, if a cause 
more powerful can be imagined. Dryden bad a dream 
of an early age, when wild in woods tbe noble savage 
ran ; ’ but ^ wben lone in woods tbe cringing savage 
crept ^ would have been more like all we know of that 
early, bare, painfol period. Ifot only bad they no 
comfort, no convenience, not tbe very beginnings of an 
epicurean life, but tbeir mind vdtbin was as painful to 
tbem as tbe world without. It was full of fear. So 
far as tbe vestiges inform us, they were afraid of every- 
thing; they were afraid of animals, of certain attacks 
by near tribes, and of possible inroads from far tribes. 
But, above all things, they were frightened of the 
world the spectacle of nature filled tbem with awe 
and dread. They fancied there were powers behind it 
which must be pleased, soothed, battered, and this very 
often in a number of hideous ways. We have too 
many such religions, even among races of great culti- 
Tation. Men change their religions more slowly than 
they change anything else ; and accordingly we have 
religions ^ of the ages ’ — (it is Mr. Jowett who so calls 
them) — -of the ^ ages before morality ; ^ of ages of which 
the civil life, the common maxims, and all the secular 



56 


PHYSICS AND POLITICS. 


tliougMs liave long been dead. ^ Every reader of tlie 
classics,’ said Dr. Johnson, ^ finds their mythology 
tedious.’ In that old world, which is so like our 
modern world in so many things, so much more like 
than many far more recent, or some that live beside us, 
there is a part in which we seem to have no kindred, 
which we stare at, of which we cannot think how it 
could be credible, or how it came to be thought of. 
This is the archaic part of that very world which we 
look at as so ancient ; an antiquity ’ which descended 
to them, hardly altered, perhaps, from times long 
antecedent, which were as unintelligible to them as to 
us, or more so. How this terrible religion — for such it 
was in all living detail, though we make, and the 
ancients then made, an artistic use of the more attrac- 
tive bits of it — weighed on man, the great poem of 
Lucretius, the most of a nineteenth-century poem of 
any in antiquity, brings before us with a feeling so 
vivid as to be almost a feeling of our own. Yet the 
classical religion is a mild and tender specimen of the 
preserved religions. To get at the worst, you should 
look where the destroying competition has been least 
—at America, where sectional civilisation was rare, 
and a pervading coercive civilisation did not exist ; at 
such religions as those of the Aztecs. 

At first sight it seems impossible to imagine what 
conceivable function such awful religions can perform 
in the economy of the world. And no one can fully 
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explain tliem. But one use tliey assuredly iad : iliey 
fixed tiie yoke of custom tkoronglily on manldnd. 
They were tlie prime agents of the era. They put 
upon a fixed law a sanction so fearful that no one could 
dream, of not conforming to it. 

No one will ever comprehend the arrested civilisa- 
tions unless he sees the strict dilemma of early society. 
Either men had no law at ail^ and lived in confused 
tribes, hardly hanging together, or they had to obtain 
a fixed law by processes of incredible difficulty. Those 
who surmounted that difficulty soon destroyed all those 
that lay in their way who did not. And then they 
themselves were caught in their own yoke. The custo- 
mary discipline, which could only be imposed on any 
early men by terrible sanctions, continued with those 
sanctions, and killed out of the whole society the 
propensities to variation which are the principle of 
progress. 

Experience shows how incredibly difficult it is to 
get men really to encourage the principle of originality. 
They will admit it in theory, but in practice the old 
error — the error which arrested a hundred civilisations 
— returns again. Men are too fond of their own life, 
too credulous of the completeness of their own ideas, 
too angry at the pain of new thoughts, to be able to 
bear easily with a changing existence ; or else, having 
new ideas, they want to enforce them on mankind — ^to 
make them heard, and admitted, and obeyed before, in 
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simple competition with, other ideas^ they would ever 
he so naturally. A.t this very moment there are the 
most rigid Comtists teaching that we ought to be 
governed by a hierarchy — a combination of savans ortho- 
dox in science. Yet who can doubt that Comte would 
have been hanged by his own hierarchy ; that his essor 
materiel, which was in fact troubled by the ^ theologians 
and metaphysicians ’ of the Polytechnic School, would 
have been more impeded by the government he wanted 
to make? And then the secular Comtists, Mr. Har- 
rison and Mr. Beesly, who want to Frenchify the 
English institutions ^ — that is, to introduce here an 
imitation of the Napoleonic system, a dictatorship 
founded on the proletariat — who can doubt that if both 
these clever writers had been real Frenchmen they 
would tiave been irascible anti-Bonapartists, and have 
been sent to Cayenne long ere now? The wish of 
these writers is very natural. They want to ‘^organise 
society,’ to erect a despot who will do what they like, 
and work out their ideas ; but any despot will do what 
he himself likes, and will root out new ideas ninety-nine 
times for once that he introduces them. 

Again, side by side with these Comtists, and warring 
with them — at least with one of them — is Mr. Arnold, 
whose poems we know by heart, and who has, as much 
as any living Englishman, the genuine literary impulse ; 
and yet even he wants to put a yoke upon us — and, 
worse than a political yoke, an academic yoke, a yoke 
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upon our minds and oar styles. He, too, asks ns to 
imitate France ; and wliat else can we say than what 
the two most thorough Frenchmen of the last age did 
say ? — ^ Dans les corps a talent, nulle distinction ne 
fait ombrage, si ce n'est pas celle dn talent. Un due 
et pair honore FAcademie Francaise, qui ne vent point 
de Boilean, refuse la Bruy ere, fait attendre Voltaire, 
mais re9oit tout d’abord Chapelain et Conrart. De 
mSme nous voyons a FAcademie Grecque le Yicomte 
invite, Corai repousse, lorsque Jormard y entre comme 
dans un moulin.' Thus speaks Paul-Louis Courier in 
his own brief inimitable prose. And a still greater writer 
— a real Frenchman, if ever there was one, and (what 
, many critics would have denied to be possible) a great 
poet by reason of his most French characteristics — 
Beranger, tells us in verse : — 

J e croyais voir le president 

Eaire b4iller— en repondant 

Que Ton vient de perdre nn grand tomme ; 

Qne moi je le vanx, Dien sait comme. 

Mais ce president sans fa 90 ii^ 

He perore ici qn’en chanson : 

Toujonrs trop tot sa harangue est dnie. 

Hon, non, ce n’est point comme a I’Aeademie | 

Ce n’est point comme a I’Academie. 

Admis enfin, anrai-je alors, 

Ponr tout esprit, I’esprit de corps? 

H rend le bon sens, qnoi qu’on dise^ 

Solidaire de la sottise ; 

^ Hdsangiers. 
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Mais, dans votre soci^te, 

L’ esprit de corps, c’est la gait^. 

Cet esprit la regne sans tyrannie. 

Hon, non, ce n’est point comme a I’Academie ; 

Ce n’est point comme a rAcad(§mie. 

Asylums of common-place, lie Kints, academies mnsfe 
ever be. But that sentence is too barsli ; the true one 
is the academies are asylums of the ideas and tlie 
tastes of tbe last age. By the time/ I have heard a 
most eminent man of science observe, ^ by the time a 
man of science attains eminence on any subject, he 
becomes a nuisance upon it, because he is sure to retain 
errors vs^hich were in vogue when he was young, but 
which the new race have refuted.^ These are the sort 
of ideas which find their home in academies, and out 
of their dignified windows pooh-pooh new things. 

I may seem to have wandered far from early society, 
but I have not wandered. The true scientific method 
is to explain the past by the present — what we see by 
what we do not see. YV^e can only comprehend why so 
many nations have not varied, when we see how 
hateful variation is ; how everybody turns against it ; 
how not only the conservatives of speculation try to 
root it out, but the very innovators invent most rigid 
machines for crushing the " monstrosities and anoma- 
lies ’—the new forms, out of which, by competition and 
trial, the best is to be selected for the future. The 
point I am bringing out is simple one most impor- 
tant pre-requisite of a prevailing nation is that it 
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should W passed out of the first stage of civilisatlnTi 
into tie second sUgo-ont of the stai 

nence is most wanted into that where variability is 
most wanted; and you cannot comprehend why pro- 
gress is so slow till you see how hard the most obsti- 
nate tendencies of human nature make that step to 

^ Of course tlie nation we are supposing must keep the 
virtues of its first stage as it passes into the after stage^ 
else it wiU be trodden out; it wiU have lost the savage 
virtues in getting the beginning of the civilised virtues ; 
and the savage virtues which tend to war are the daily 
bread of human nature. Carlyle said, in his graphic 
way, ‘ The ultimate question between every two human 
beings is, ‘ Can I kill thee, or canst thou kill me ? ” ’ 
History is strewn with the wrecks of nations which 
have gained a little progressiveness at the cost of a 
great deal of hard manliness, and have thus prepared 
themselves for destruction as soon as the movements of 
the world gave a chance for it. But these nations have 
come out of the ‘ pre-economic stage ’ too soon ; they 
have been put to learn while 'yet only too apt to un- 
learn. Such cases do not vitiate, they confirm, the 
principle— that a nation which has just gained varia- 
bihty without losing legality has a singular hkelihood 
to be a prevalent nation. 

Ho nation admits of an abstract definition ; all 
nations are beings of many qualities and many sides ; 
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no Mstorical event exactly illustrates any one principle ; 
every cause is intertwined and surrounded with a 
hundred others. The best history is but like the art 
of Eembrandt ; it casts a vivid light on certain selected 
causes, on those which were best and greatest; it 
leaves all the rest in shadow and unseen. To make a 
single nation illustrate a principle, you must exaggerate 
much and you must omit much. But, not forgetting 
this caution, did not Eome — the prevalent nation in 
the ancient world — gain her predominance by the 
principle on which I have dwelt ? In the thick crust 
of her legality there was hidden a little seed of adaj)- 
tiveness. Even in her law itself no one can fail to see 
that, binding as was the habit of obedience, coercive as 
use and wont at first seem, a hidden impulse of extri- 
cation did manage, in some queer way, to change the 
substance while conforming to the accidents — to do 
what was wanted for the new time while seeming to do 
only what was directed by the old time. And the 
moral of their whole history is the same: each Eoman 
generation, so far as we know, differs a little — and in 
the best times often but a very little— from its prede- 
cessors. And therefore the history is so continuous as 
it goes, though its two ends are so unlike. The history 
of many nations is like the stage of the English drama : 
one scene is succeeded on a sudden by a scene quite 
different, — a cottage by a palace, and a windmill by a 
fortress,. But the history of Eome changes as a good 
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diorama cliaxiges ; -wliile you look, you kardiy see it 
alter; eacli moment is hardly different from the last 
moment ; yet at the close the metamorphosis is com- 
plete, and scarcely anything is as it began* Just sc in. 
the history of the great prevailing city: you begio. 
with a town and you end with an empire, and this by 
unmarked stages* So shrouded, so shielded, in the 
coarse fibre of other qualities was the delicate principle 
of progress, that it never failed, and it was never 


broken. 

One standing instance, no doubt, shows that the 
union of progressiveness and legality does not secure 
supremacy in war. The Jewish nation ha® its type of 

progress in the prophets, side hy side with its type of 
permanence in the law and Levites, more distinct than 
any other ancient people. Nowhere in common history 
do we see the two forces — ^both so necessary and hotli 
so dangerons— so apart and so intense : Jud^a changea 
in inward thought, just as Nome changed in exterior 
power. Each change was continnons, gradual, and 
o-ood. In early times every sort of advantage tends to 
become a military advantage ; snch is the best way, 
then, to keep it alive. But the J ewish advantage never 
did so ^ beginning in religion, contrary to a thousao. 
analogies, it remained religions. For that we care for 
them ; from that have issued endless consequences. 
But I cannot deal with such matters here, nor are th.ey 
to my purpose. As respects this essay, Judma is an. 
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example of combined Tariability and legality not invest- 
ing itself in warlike power, and so perishing at last, but 
bequeathing nevertheless a legacy of the combination in 
imperishable mental effects. 

It may be objected that this principle is like saying' 
that men walk when they do walk, and sit when they 
do sit. The problem is, why do men progress 9 And 
the answer suggested seems to be, that they progress 
when thej’ have a certain sufficient amount of variability 
in their nature. This seems to be the old style of ex- 
planation by occult qualities. It seems like saying that 
opium sends men to sleep because it has a soporific 
■virtue, and bread feeds because it has an alimentary 
quality. But the explanation is not so absmrd. It 
says : ‘ The beginning of civilisation is marked by an in- 
tense legality ; that legality is the very condition of its 
existence, the bond which ties it together; but that 
legality — that tendency to impose a settled customary 
yoke upon all men and all actions — if it goes on, kills 
out the variability implanted by nature, and makes 
different men and different ages facsimiles of other men 
and other ages, as we see them so often. Progress is 
only possible in those happy cases where the force of 
learalitv has sone far enough to bind the nation together, 
but not far enongli to kill out all Yarieties and destroy 
nature’s perpetual tendency to ckange.’ The point of 
the solution is not the invention of an imaginary 
agency, but an assignment of comparative magnitude to 
two known agencies. 
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IIL 

Tliis advantage is one of the greatest in earlj civili- 
sation — one of the facts which give a decisive turn to 
the battle of nations ; but there are many others. A 
little perfection in ^political institutions may do it. 
Travellers have noticed that among savage tribes those 
seemed to answer best in which the monarchical power 
was most predominant^ and those worst in which the 
^ rule of many ^ was in its vigour. So long as war is 
the main business of nations, temporary despotism 
— despotism during the campaign — is indispensable. 
Macaulay justly said that many an army has prospered 
under a bad commander, but no army has ever prospered 
under a ^ debating society ; ’ that many- headed monster 
is then fatal. Despotism grows in the first societies, 
just as democracy grows in more modern societies ; it is 
the government answering the primary need, and con- 
genial to the whole spirit of the time. But despotism 
is unfavourable to the principle of variability, as all 
history shows. It tends to keep men in the customary 
stage of civilisation ; its very fitness for that age unfits 
it for the next. It prevents men from passing into the 
first age of progress — the ve^^y slow and very gradually 
improving age. Some ^standing system^ of semi -free 
discussion is as necessary to break the thick crust of 
custom and begin progress as it is in later ages to carry 
on progress when begun 5 probably it is even more 

p 
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necessary. And in the most progressive races we find 
it. I have spoken already of the Jewish prophets, the 
life of that nation, and the principle of all its growth. 
But a still more progressive race — that by which secular 
civilisation was once created, by which it is now mainly 
administered— had a still better instrument of progres- 
sion. ‘ In the very earliest glimpses,’ says Mr. Free- 
man, ‘of Teutonic political life, we find the monarchic, 
the aristocratic, and the democratic elements already 
clearly marked. There are leaders with or without the 
royal title ; there are men of noble birth, whose noble 
birth (in whatever the original nobility may have con- 
sisted) entitles them to a pre-eminence in every way ; 
but beyond these there is a free and armed people, in 
whom it is clear that the ultimate sovereignty resides. 
Small matters are decided by the chiefs alone; great 
matters are submitted by the chiefs to the assembled 
nation. Such a system is far more than Teutonic ; it 
is a common Aryan possession ; it is the constitution of 
the Homeric Achaians on earth and of the Homeric 
gods cn Olympus.’ Perhaps, and indeed probably, this 
constitution may be that of the primitive tribe which 
Eomans left to go one way, and Greeks to go another, and 
Teutons to go a third. The tribe took it with them, as 
the English take the common law with them, because 
it was the one kind of polity which they could conceive 
and act upon ; or it may be that the emigrants from 
the primitive Aryan stock only took with them a good 
aptitude — an excellent political nature, which similar 
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circumstances in distant countries were afterwards to 
develop into like forms. But anjliow it is impossible 
not to trace tlie supremacy of Teutons^ Greeks, and 
Eomans in part to their cominon form of government. 
The contests of the assembly cherished the principle of 
change ; the influence of the elders insured sedateiiess 
and preserved the mould of thought ; and, in the best 
cases, military discipline was not impaired by freedom, 
though military intelligence was enhanced with the 
general intelligence. A Eomaii army was a free body, 
at its own choice governed by a peremptory desjDotism. 

The mixture of races was often an advantage, too. 
Much as the old world believed in pure blood, it had 
very little of it. Most historic nations conquered pre- 
historic nations, and though they massacred many, they 
did not niassacie all. They enslaved the subject men, 
and they married the subject women. 'No doubt the 
whole bond of early society was the bond of descent ; no 
doubt it "v as essential to the notions of a new nation 
that it should have had common ancestors ; the modern 
idea that vicinity of habitation is the natural cement of 
civil union would have been repelled as an impiety if it 
could have been conceived as an idea. But by one of those 
legal fictions which Sir Henry Maine describes so well, 
primitive nations continved to do what they found con- 
’v enient, as well as to adhere to what they fancied to be 
right. When they did not beget they they 

solemnly made believe that new persons were descended 
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from the old stock, though everybody knew that in. flesh 
and Wood they were not. They made an artificial 
nnit j ill default of a real unity 5 and what it is not easy 
to iinderslaiid iiow;, the sacred sentiment requiring unity 
of race was somehow satisfied ; what was made did as 
w'ell as what was born. Nations with these sort of 
maxims are not likely to have unity of race in the modern 
sense^ and as a physiologist understands it. What 
sorts of unions improve the breeds and which are worse 
tliaii both the father-race and the mother^ it is not very 
easy to say. The subject was reviewed by M. Qnatre- 
fages in an elaborate report upon the occasion of the 
French Exhibition, of all things in the world. M.. 
Qiiatrefages Cjiiotes from another writer the phrase that 
South America is a great laboratory of experiments in 
tlie liiixtnre of races, and reviews the different results 
which different cases have shown. In South Carolina 
the Mulatto race is not very prolific, whereas in 
Louisiana and Florida it decidedly is so. In 
Jamaica and in Java the Mulatto cannot reproduce 
itself after the third generation ; but on the continent 
of America, as everybody knows, the mixed race is now 
most iiiimerons, and spreads generation after generation 
without impediment. Equally various likewise in 
various cases has been the fate of the mixed race 
between the white man and the native American; 
sometimes it prospers, sometimes it fails. And M. 
Qiiatrefiiges concludes Lis description thus : ac- 
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ceptant comme vraies toutes les observations qni ten- 
clent a faire admettre qn’il en sera antreinent dans les 
localites dont j’ai parle pins liant, quelle est la conclu- 
sion a tirer de faits anssi pen semblables ? Evideni- 
ment^ on est oblige de reconnaitre qne le developpement 
de la race muMtre est favorise, retard^ ou einpecbe par 
des circonstances locales; en d’antres termes, qu’il 
depend des influences exercees par Tensemble des con- 
ditions d^.existence, par le milieu,^ By which I under- 
stand him to mean that the mixture of race sometimes 
brings out a form of character better suited than either 
parent form to the place and time ; that in such cases, 
by a kind of natural selection, it dominates over both 
parents, and perhaps supplants both, whereas in other 
cases the mixed race is not as good then and there as 
other parent forms, and then it passes away soon and 
of itself. 

Early in history the continual mixtures by conquest 
'were just so many experiments in mixing races as are 
going on in South America now. ISTew races wandered 
into new districts, and half killed, half mixed with the 
old races. And the result was doubtless as various and 
as difficult to account for then as now ; sometimes the 
crossing answered, sometimes it failed. But when the 
mixture was at its best, it must have excelled both 
parents in that of which so much has been said ; that 
is, variability, and consequently progressiveness. There 
is more life in mixed nations. Erance, for instance, is 
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justly said to be the mean term between the Latin and 
the German races. A STorraaii, as you may see by 
looking at hirn^ is of the north ; a Provencal is of the 
souths of all that there is most southern. You have in 
Prance Latin, Celtic, German, compounded in an infi- 
nite number of proportions : one as she is in feeling, 
she is various not only in the past history of her various 
p)rovinces, but in their present temperennents. Like the 
Irish element and the Scotch element in the Eiip'lish 

O 

House of Commons, the variety of Prencli races con- 
tributes to the play of the polity 5 it gives a chance for 
fitting new things which otherwise there would not be. 
And early races must have wanted mixing more than 
modern races. It is said, in answer to the Jewish boast 
that their race still prospers, though it is scattered and 
breeds in-and-in,’ ^ You prosper lecause you are so scat- 
tered ; by acclimatisation in various regions your nation 
has acquired singular elements of variety ; it contains 
within itself the principle of variability which other 
nations must seek by intermarriage.’ In the beginning 
of things there was certainly no cosmopolitan race like 
the Jews 5 each race was a sort of parish race,’ narrow 
in thought and bounded in range, and it wanted mixing 
accordingly. 

But the mixture of races has a singular danger as 
well as a singular advantage in the early world. We 
know now the Anglo-Indian suspicion or contempt for 
^half-castes.’ The union of the Englishman and the 
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Hindoo produces sometMng not only between races, but 
between moralities. They have no inherited creed or 
plain place in the world ; they have none of the fixed 
traditional sentiments which are the stays of human 
nature. In the early world many mixtures must have 
wrought many ruins ; they must have destroyed what 
they could not replace — an inbred principle of discipline 
and of order. But if these unions of races did not work 
thus ; if, for example, the two races were so near akin 
that their morals united as well as their breeds, if one 
race by its great numbers and prepotent organisation so 
presided over the other as to take it up and assimilate 
it, and leave no separate remains of it, then the admix- 
ture was invaluable. It added to the probability of 
variability, and therefore of improvement ; and if that 
improvement even in part took the military line, it 
might give the mixed and ameliorated state a steady 
advantage in the battle of nations, and a greater chance 
of lasting in the world. 

Another mode in which one state acquires a supe- 
riority over competing states is by provisional institu- 
tions, if I may so call them. The most important of 
these — slavery — arises out of the same early conquest as 
the mixture of races. A slave is an unassimilated, an 
undigested atom; something which is in the body 
politic, but yet is hardly part of it. Slavery, too, has a 
bad name in the later world, and very justly. We 
connect it with gangs in chains, with laws which keep 
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men ignorant, with laws that hinder families. But the 
evils which we have endured from slavery in recent 
ages must not blind us to, or make us forget, the great 
services that slavery rendered in early ages. There is 
a wonderful presumption in its favour ; it is one of the 
institutions which, at a certain stage of growth, all 
nations in all countries choose and cleave to. ‘ Slavery,’ 
says Aristotle, ‘ exists by the law of nature,’ meanino’ 
tliat it was everywhere to be found — was a riidiinentary 
■universal point of polity. There are very many 
English colonies/ said Edward Gibbon Watefieldy as 
late as 1848^ ^who would keep slaves at once if we 
would let them/ and he was S23eakiiig not only of old 
colonies trained in slavery, and raised upon the products 
of it, but likewise of new colonies started by freemen, 
and which ought, one would think, to wish to contain 
freemen only. But Wakefield knew what he was 
saying ; he was a careful observer of rough societies, 
and he had watched the minds of men in them. He 
had seen that leisure is the great need of early societies, 
and slaves only can give men leisure. All freemen in 
new countries must be pretty equal; every one has 
labour, and every one has land ; capital, at least in 
agricultural countries (for pastoral countries are very 
different), is of little use; it cannot hire labour; the 
labourers go and work for themselves. There is a story 
often told of a great English capitalist who went out to 
Australia with a shipload of labourers and a carriage ; 
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Ms plan was that the labourers slionld build a house for 
him, and that he would keep his carriage, just as in 
England. But (so the storj goes) he had to trj to live 
in his carriage, for his labourers left him, and went 
away to work for them selves. 


In such countries there can be few gentlemen and no 
ladies. Eefinement is only possible when leisure is 
XDOssible ; and slavery first makes it possible. It creates 
a set of persons born to work that others may not work, 
and not to think in order that others may think. The 
sort of originality which slavery gives is of the first 
practical advantage in early communities ; and the re- 
pose it gives is a great artistic advantag’c when they 
come to he described in history. The patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob could not have had the 
steady calm which marks them, if they had themselves 
been teased and hnrried about their fiocks and herds. 
Eefinement of feeling and repose of appearance have 
indeed no market value in the early bidding of nations * 
they do not tend to secnre themselves a long future or 
any future. But originality in war does, and slave- 
owning nations, having time to think, are likely to he 
more shrewd in policy, and more crafty in sti'ategy. 

'No donbt this momentary gain is bought at a ruinous 
after-cost. When other sources of leisure become pos- 
sible, the one use of slavery is past. But all its evils 
remain, and even grow worse. ^Eetail^ slavery- — ^the 
slavery in which a master owns a few slaves, whom he 
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well knows and daily sees — is not at all an intoleiuWe 
state ; the slaves of Abraham had no doubt a fair life, 
as things went in that day. But wholesale slavery, 
where men are but one of the investments of large 
capital, and where a great owner, so far from knowing 
each slave, can hardly tell how many gangs of them he 
works, is an abominable state. This is the slavery 
which has made the name revolting to the best minds, 
and has nearly rooted the thing out of the best of the 
world. There is no out-of-the-way marvel in this. 
The whole history of civilisation is strewn with creeds 
and institutions which were invaluable at first, and 
deadly afterwards. Progress would not have been the 
rarity it is if the early food had not been the late 
poison. A full examination of these provisional insti- 
tutions would need half a volume, and would be out of 
place and useless here. Venerable oligarchy, august 
monarchy, are two that would alone need large chapters. 
But the sole point here necessary is to say that such 
preliminary forms and feelings at first often bring many 
graces and many refinements, and often tend to secure 
them by the preservative military virtue. 

There are cases in which some step in intellectual 
progress gives an early society some gain in war ; more 
obvious cases are when some kind of moral quality gives 
some such gain. War both needs and generates certain 
virtues ; not the highest, but what may be called the 
preliminary virtues, as valour, veracity, the spirit of 
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obedience, tbe babit of discipline. Any of tliese, and of 
others like them, when possessed by a nation, and no 
matter how generated, will give them a military advan- 
tage, and make them more likely to stay in the race of 
nations. The Eonians probably had as much of these 
efficacions virtues as any race of the ancient world, — 
perhaps as much as any race in the modern world too. 
And the success of the nations which possess these 
martial virtues has been the great means by which their 
continuance has been secured in the world, and the de- 
struction of the opposite vices insured also. Conquest 
is the missionary of valour, and the hard impact of 
military virtues beats meanness out of the world. 

In the last century it would have sounded strange to 
speak, as I am going to speak, of the military advantage 
of religion. Snch an idea would have been opposed to 
ruling prejudices, and would hardly have escaped philo- 
sophical ridicule. But the notion is hut a commonplace 
in our day, for a man of genius has made it his own. 
Mr. Carlyle's books are deformed by phrases like 
^ infinities ' and ^ verities/ and altogether are full of 
faults, which attract the very young, and deter all that 
are older. In spite of his great genius, aiter a long 
life of writing", it is a question still whether even a single 
work of his can take a lasting place in high literature. 
There is a want of sanity in their manner which throws 
a suspicion on their substance (though it is often pro- 
found) 5 and he brandishes one or two fallacies, of which 
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he has himself a high notion, but which plain people 
will always detect and deride. But whatever may be 
the fate of his fame, Mr. Carlyle has taught the present 
generation many lessons, and one of these is that ^ God- 
fearing^ armies are the best armies. Before his time 
people laughed at Cromweirs saying, ^ Trust in God, 
and keep your powder dry.’ But we now know that the 
trust was of as much use as the powder, if not of more. 
That high concentration of steady feeling makes men 
dare everything and do anything. 

This subject would run to an infinite extent if any 
one were competent to handle it. Those kinds of morals 
and that kind of religion which tend to make the firmest 
and most effectual character are sure to prevail, all else 
being the same ; and creeds or systems that conduce to 
a soft limp mind tend to perish, except some hard ex- 
trinsic force keep them alive. Thus Epicureanism 
never prospered at Eome, but Stoicism did ; the stiff, 
serious character of the great prevailing nation was at- 
tracted by what seemed a confirming creed, and deterred 
by what looked like a relaxing creed. The inspiriting 
doctrines fell upon the ardent character, and so con- 
firmed its energy. Strong beliefs win strong men, and 
then make them stronger. Such is no doubt one cause 
why Monotheism tends to prevail over Polytheism ; it 
produces a. higher, steadier character, calmed and con- 
centrated by a great single object ; it is not confused 
by competing rites, or distracted by miscellaneous 
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deities. Polytheism is religion in commission^ and it is 
weak accordingly. But it wiU be said the Jews, wbo 
were monotheist, were conquered by the Eomans, who 
weie polytheist. Yes, it must be answered, because the 
Eomans had other gifts; they had a capacity for 
politics, a habit of discipline, and of these the Jews had 
not the least. The religious advantage was an advan- 
tagOj but it was counter- weighed. 

No one should be surprised at the prominence given 
to war. We are dealing with early ages ; nntion-maUng 
is the occupation of man in these ages, and it is war 
that makes nations. 'Nniion-changing comes afterwards, 
and is mostly effected by peaceful revolution, though 
even then war, too, plays its part. The idea of an in- 
destructible nation is a modern idea ; in early ages all 
nations were destructible, and the further we go back, 
the more incessant was the work of destruction. The 
internal decoration of nations is a sort of secondary 
piocess, which succeeds when the main forces that 
cieate nations have principally done their work. "VVe 
have here been concerned with the political scaffolding ; 
it will be the task of other papers to trace the process 
of political finishing and building. The nicer play of 
finer forces may then recjuire m.ore pleasing thoughts 
than the fierce fights of early ages can ever suggest. 
It belongs to the idea of progress that beginnings can 
never seem attractive to those who live far on ; the 

1/ 



78 


PHYSICS AND POLITICS, 


price of improvement is, that the nnimproved will 
always look degraded. 

But how far are the strongest nations really the best 
nations? how far is excellence in war a criterion of 
other excellence ? I cannot answer this now fully, but 
three or four considerations are very plain. War, as I 
have said, nourishes the preliminary ’ virtues, and this 
is almost as much as to say that there are virtues which 
it does not nourish. All which may be called ^ grace ’ 
as well as virtue it does not nourish ; humanity, charity, 
a nice sense of the rights of others, it certainly does 
not foster. The insensibility to h uman suffering, which 
is so striking a fact in the world as it stood when 
history first reveals it, is doubtless due to the warlike 
origin of the old civilisation. Bred in war, and nursed 
in war, it could not revolt from the things of war, and 
one of the j)rincipal of these is human pain. Since war 
has ceased to be the moving force in the world, men 
have become more tender one to another, and shrink 
from what they used to inflict without caring ; and this 
not so much because men are improved (which may or 
may not be in various cases), but because they have no 
longer the daily habit of war — have no longer formed 
their notions upon war, and therefore are guided by 
thoughts and feelings which soldiers as such — soldiers 
educated simply by their trade— are too hard to under- 
stand. 

Very like this is the contempt for physical weakness 
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and for women wMch. marks early society too. The 
non-combatant population is sure to fare iU durins; the 

W 

ages of combat. But these defects, too, are cured or 
lessened; women have now marvellous means of winning 
tteir way in tlie world ; and mind without muscle has 
far greater force than muscle without mind. These are 
some of the after-changes in the interior of nations, of 
which the causes must be scrutinised, and I now men- 
tion them only to bring out how many softer growths 
have now half-hidden the old and harsh civilisation 
which war made. 

But it is very dubious whether the spirit of war does 
not still colour our morality far too much. Metaphors 
from law and metaphors from war make most of our 
current moral x^hrases, and a nice examination would 
easily explain that both rather vitiate what both often 
illustrate. The military habit makes man think far too 
much of definite action, and far too little of broodino- 
meditation. Life is not a set campaign, but an irregu- 
lar work, and the main forces in it are not overt resolu- 
tions, but latent and half-involuntary promptings. The 
mistake of military ethics is to exaggerate the concep- 
tion of discipline, and so to present the moral force of 
the will in a barer form than it ever ought to take. 
Military morals can direct the axe to cut down the tree, 
but it knows nothing of the quiet force by which the 
forest grows. 

What has been said is enough, I ho^Qy to bring out 
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that there are many qualities and many institutions of 
the most various sort which give nations an advantage 
in military competition ; that most of these and most 
warlike qualities tend principally to good ; that the 
constant -winning of these favoured competitors is the 
particular mode by which the best qualities wanted in 
elementary civilisation are propagated and preserved. 
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Ih tlie last essay I endeavoured to show that in tlie 
early age of man— the ^ fighting age ^ I called it — there 
was a considerahloj thoug'h not certain^ tendency 
towaids progress. The best nations conquered the 
woist ; by the |)ossession of one advantage or another 
the best competitor overcame the inferior competitor. 
So long as there was continual fighting there was 
a likelihood of iiiiprovenient in martial virtues, and in 
early times many virtues are really martial ’—that is, 
tend to success in war — which in later times we do not 
think of so calling, because the original usefulness is 
hid by their later usefulness. We judge of them by 
the present effects, not by their first. The love of law, 
for example, is a virtue which no one now w^'ould call 
inaitial, yet in early times it disciplined nations, and 
the disciplined nations won. The gift of conservative 
innovation’ the gift of matching new institutions to 
old is not nowadays a warlike virtue, yet the Uomans 
owed much of their success to it. Alone among ancient 
nations they had the deference to usage which com- 



82 ^ PHYSICS AND POLITICS. 

bines nations, and tlie partial permission of selected 
change wliicli improYes nations; and therefore they 
succeeded. Just so in most cases, all through the 
earliest times, martial merit is a token of real merit : 
the nation that wins is the nation that ought to win. 
The simple virtues of such ages mostly make a man a 
soldier if they make him anything. 'No doiiht the 
brute force of number may be too potent even then (as 
so often it is afterwards) : civilisation may be thrown 
back by the conquest of many very rude men over a 
few less rude men. But the first elements of civilisa- 
tion are great military advantages, and, roughly, it is 
a rule of the first times that you can infer merit from 
conquest, and that progress is promoted by the com- 
petitive examination of constant war. 

This principle explains at once why the ^ protected 
regions of the world— the interior of continents like 
Africa, outlying islands like Australia or hTew Zealand 
— are of necessity backward. They are still in the 
preparatory school ; they have not been taken on class 
by class, as No, IL, being a little better, routed and 
effaced No. I. ; and as No. III., being a little better 
still, routed and effaced No. II. And it explains why 
Western Europe was early in advance of other coun- 
tries, because there the contest of races was exceedingly 
severe. IJnlike most regions, it was a tempting part 
of the world, and yet not a corrupting part ; those who 
did not jiossess it wanted it, and those who had it, not 

I ^ 



NATION-HAEING. 


being enei'vated, could struggle hard to keep it. The 
conflict of nations is at first a main force in the im- 

provement of nations. 

But what are nations? What are these groups 
wnich are so familiar to us, and yet, if we stop to 
so strange; which are as old as history; which 
Herodotus found in almost as great numbers and with 
Ignite as marked distinctions as we see them now ? 
What bi’eaks the human race up into fragments so 
unlike one another, and yet each in its interior so 
monotonous ? The question is most puzzling, though 
the fact is so familiar, and I would not venture to say 
that I can answer it completely, though I can advance 
some considerations which, as it seems to me, go a 
certain way towards answering it. Perhaps these same 
considerations throw some light, too, on the further 
and still more interesting question why some few 
nations progress, and why the greater part do not. 

Of course at first all such distinctions of nation and 
nation were explained by original diversity of race. 
They are dissimilar, it was said, because they were 
created dissimilar. But in most cases this easy suppo- 
sition will not do its work. You cannot (consistently 
with plain facts) imagine enough original races to 
make it tenable. Some half-dozen or more great 
families of men may or may not have been descended 
from separate first stocks, but sub-varieties have cer- 
tainly not so descended. You may argue, rightly or 
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wrongly, tliat all Aryan nations are of a single or 
peculiar origin, just as it was long believed that all 
Greek-speaking nations were of one such stock. But 
you will not be listened to if you say that there were 
one Adam and Eve for Sparta, and another Adam and 
Eve for Athens. All Greeks are evidently of one 
origin, but within the limits of the Greek family, as of 
all other families, there is some contrast-making force 
which causes city to be unlike city, and tribe unlike 
tribe. 

Certainly, too, nations did not originate by simple 
natural selection, as wild varieties of animals (I do not 
speak now of species) no doubt arise in nature. Natu- 
ral selection means the preservation of those individuals 
which struggle best with the forces that oppose their 
race. But you could not show that the natural ob- 
stacles opposing human life much differed between 
Sparta and Athens, or indeed between Rome and 
Athens; and yet Spartans, Athenians, and Romans 
differ essentially. Old writers fancied (and it was a 
veiy natural idea) that the direct effect of climate, or 
lathei of land, sea, and air, and the sum total of 
physical conditions varied man from man, and changed 
race to race. But experience refutes this. The Eng- 
lish immigrant lives in the same climate as the 
Au&tialian or Tasmanian, but he has not become like 
those laces ; nor will a thousand years, in most respects, 
make him like them. The Papuan and the Malay, as 
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finds^ livG now^ Sjnd iiavG livGd for agGSj 
sidG by sidG in tbG samG tropical rGgions, with GVGiy 
sort of diversity. Even in animals his researches show, 
as by an object-lesson, that the direct efficacy of 
physical conditions is overrated. ^Borneo/ he says 
closely lesembles New (ruinea, not only in its vast 
size and freedom from volcanoes, but in its variety of 
geological structure, its uniformity of climate, and the 
general aspect of the forest vegetation that clothes its 
surface. The IMColuccas are the counterpart of the 
[Philippines in then volcanic structure, their extreme 
fertility, their luxuriant forests, and their frequent 
earthquahes , and Bali, with the east end of Java, has 
a climate almost as arid as that of Timor- Tet be- 
tween these corresponding groups of islands, constructed, 
as it were, after the same pattern, subjected to the 
same climate, and bathed by the same oceans, there 
Gxists tbG gi-GatGst possiblG contrast, wbGn wg comparo 
their animal pi eductions. Nowhere does the ancient 
doctrine — that differences or similarities in the various 
forms of life that inhabit different countries are due to 
corresponding physical differences or similarities in the 
countries themselves — meet with so direct and palpable 
a contradiction. Borneo and New Guinea, as alike 
physically as two distinct countries can be, are zooloai- 
cally as wide as tbG polos asundor ; wbilG Australia, 
with its dry winds, its opon plains, its stony deserts 
and its temperate climate, yet produces birds and 
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ciuadi'upeds wMcli are closely related to those inhabit 
ing the hot, damp, luxuriant forests which everywhere 
clothe the plains and mountains of New Gnmea.’ 
That is, we have like living things in the most dis- 
similar situations, and unlike living things in the most 
similar ones. And though some of Mr. Wallace’s 


speculations on ethnology may be doubtful, no one 
doubts that in the archipelago he has studied so well, 
as often elsewhere in the world, though rarely with 


such marked emphasis, we find like men in contrasted 
places, and unlike men in resembling places. Climate 
is clearly not the force which makes nations, for it 
does not always make them, and they are often made 


without it. 

The problem of ‘ nation-making ’—that is, the ex- 
planation of the origin of nations such as we now see 
them, and such as in historical times they laave always 
been — cannot, as it seems to me, be solved without 
separating it into two s one, the making of broadly- 
marked races, such as the negro, or the red man, or 
the European ; and the second, that of making the minor 
distinctions, such as the distinction between Spartan 
and Athenian, or between Scotchman and Englishman. 
Nations, as we see them, are (if my arguments prove 
true) the produce of two great forces : one the race- 
making force which, whatever it was, acted in anti- 
quity, and has now wholly, or almost, given over 
acting; and the other the nation-making force, pro- 
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peiiy so called, whicli is acting now as inucli as it ever 
acted, and creating as mncli as it ever created. 

The strongest light on the great causes which have 
formed and are forming nations is tlrro wn by tbe smaller 
causes which aa-e altering nations. The way in which 
nations change, generation after generation, is ex- 
ceedingly curious, and the change occasionally happens 
when it is very hard to account for. Something seems 
to steal over society, say of the Eegency time as com- 
pared with that of the present Queen. If we read of life 
at Windsor (at the cottage now pulled down), or of Bond 
Street as it was in the days of the Loungers (an extinct 
race), or of St. James’s Street as it was when Mr. Fox 
and his j)arty tried to make ^ political capital ’ out of 
the dissipation of an heir apparent, we seem to be 
reading not of the places we know so well, but of very 
distant and unlike localities. Or let anyone think how 
little is the external change in England between the 
age of Elizabeth and the age of Anne compared with 
the national change. How few were the alterations in 
physical condition, how few (if any) the scientific in- 
ventions affecting human life which tbe later period 
possessed, but the earlier did not ! How hard it is to 
say what has caused the change in the people ! And 
yet how total is the contrast, at least at first sight ! In 
passing from Bacon to Addison, from Shakespeare to 
Pope, we seem to pass into a new world. 

In the first of these essays I spoke of the mode in 
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wliicli tlie literary cliaiige Iiappeiis, and I recur to it 
because, literature being narrower and more definite 
tlian life, a change in tlie less serves as a model and 
illustration of tlie change in the greater. Some writer, 
as was explained, not necessarily a very excellent writer 
or a remembered one, hit on something which suited 
the public taste : he went on writing, and others imi- 
tated him, and they so accustomed their readers to tliat 
style that they would bear nothing else. Those readers 
who did not like it were driven to the works of other 
ages and other comitries. — had to despise the ^ trash 
of the day,’ as they would call it. The age of Anne 
patronised Steele, the beginner of the essay, and Addi- 
son its perfecter, and it neglected writings in a wholly 
discordant key. I have heard that the founder of the 
^ Times ’ was asked how all the articles in the ^ Times ^ 
came to seem to be written by one man, and that he 
rephed — ^ Oh, there is always some one best contributor, 
and all the rest copy.’ And this is doubtless tbe true 
account of the manner in which a certain trade mark, 
a curious and indefinable unity, settles on* every news- 
paper. Perhaps it would be possible to name the 
men who a few years since created the ^ Saturday 
Eeview’ style, now imitated by another and a younger 
race. But when the style of a periodical is once formed, 
the continuance of it is preserved by a much more 
despotic impulse than the tendency to imitation, — by 
the self-interest of the editor, who acts as tnistee, if I 
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may say so, for tlie subscribers. The regular buyers of 

a periodical waut to read what they have been used to 

read the same sort of thought, the same sort of words. 

The editor sees that they get that sort. He selects the 

suitahle, the conforming articles, and he rejects the noii- 

coiifoi niiiig. What the editor does in the case of a 

periodical, the readers do in the case of literature in 

general. They patronise one thing and reject the 
rest. 

Of course there was always some reason (if wo only 
could find it) wdrich gave the proniiiience in each age to 
some particular winning literature. There always is 
some reason why the fashion of female dress is what it 
is. But just as in the case of dress we know that 
now-a-days the determining cause is very much of an 
accident, so in the case of literary fashion, the origin is 
a good deal of an aucident. TVhat the milliners of 
Paris, or the demi-monde of Paris, enjoin our English 
ladies, is (I suppose) a good deal chance ; but as soon 
as it is decreed, those whom it suits and those whom it 
does not all wear it. The imitative propensity at once 
insures uniformity ; and ^ that horrid thing we wore 
last year ^ (as the phrase may go) is soon nowhere to be 
seen. J ust so a literary fashion spreads, though I am 
far from saying with equal primitive unreasonableness — 
a literary taste always begins on some decent reason, 
but once started, it is propagated as a fashion in dress 
is propagated ^ even those who do not like it read it 
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becanse it is tliere, and because notbing else is easily to 
be found. 

The same patronage of favoured forinSj and persecu- 
tion of disliked forms, are tbe main causes too, I 
believe, wbicli change national character. Some one 
attractive type catches the eye, so to speak, of the 
nation, or a part of the nation, as servants catch the 
gait of their masters, or as mobile girls come home 
speaking the special words and acting the little gestures 
of each family whom they may have been visiting. I 
do not know if many of my readers happen to have 
read Father Newman’s celebrated sermon, ^Personal 
Influence the Means of Propagating the Truth ; ’ if not, 
I strongly recommend them to do so. They will there 
see the opinion of a great practical leader of men, of 
one who has led very many where they little thought of 
going, as to the mode in which they are to be led i and 
what he says, put shortly and simply, and taken out of 
his delicate language, is but this — that men are guided 
by iyfe^ not by argument ; that some winning instance 
must be set up before them, or the sermon will be vain, 
and the doctrine wiU not spread. I do not want to 
illustrate this matter from religious history, for I 
should be led far from my purpose, and after all I can 
but teach the commonplace that it is the life of teachers 
which is catching^ not their tenets. And again, in 
political matters, how quickly a leading statesman can 
change the tone of the community ! We are most of 
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us earnest witli Mr. Gladstone ; we were most of us not 
so earnest in the time of Lord Palmerston. The change 

o 

is wliat every one feels, tliOTigli no one can define it. 
Eacli predominant mind calls out a corresponding senti- 
ment in tlie country : most feel it a little. Those who 
feel it much express it much ; those who feel it exces- 
sively express it excessively; those who dissent are 
silent, or unheard. 

After such great matters as religion and politics, it 
may seem trifling to illustrate the subject from little 
boys. But it is not trifling. The bane of philosophy 
is pomposity : people will not see that small things are 
the miniatures of greater, and it seems a loss of abstract 
dignity to freshen their minds by object lessons from 
what they know. But every boarding-school changes 
as a nation changes. Most of us may remember think- 
ing, ^ How odd it is that this “half should be so un- 
like last “ half : ” now we never go out of bounds, last 
half we were always going: now we play rounders, 
then we played prisoner's base ; ’ and so through aU the 
easy life of that time. In fact, some ruling spirits, 
some one or two ascendant boys, had left, one or two 
others had come ; and so all was changed. The models 
were changed, and the copies changed; a difierent 
thing was praised, and a difPerent thing buUied. A 
curious case of the same tendency was noticed to me 
only lately. A friend of mine — a Liberal Conservative 
— addressed a meeting of working men at Leeds, and 
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was mncli pleased at finding his characteristic, and 
perhaps refined points, both apprehended and applauded. 
^ But then,’ as he narrated, up rose a blatant Radical 
who said the yerj opposite things, and the working 
men cheered him too, and quite equally.’ He was 
puzzled to account for so ra|)id a change. But the 
mass of the meeting was no doubt nearly neutral, and, 
if set going, quite ready to applaud any good words 
without much thinking. The ringleaders changed. 
The radical tailor started the radical cheer 5 the more 
moderate shoemaker started the moderate cheer ; and 
the great bulk followed suit. Only a few in each case 
were silent, and an absolute contrast was in ten minutes 
presented by the same elements. 

The truth is that the propensity of man to imitate 
what is before him is one of the strongest parts of his 
nature. And one sign of it is the great pain which we 
feel when our imitation has been unsuccessful. There 
is a cynical doctrine that most men would rather be 
accused of wickedness than of gauclierie. And this is 
but another way of saying that the bad copying of pre- 
dominant manners is felt to be more of a disgrace than 
common consideration would account for its being, since 
gcmcherie in all but extravagant cases is not an offence 

against religion or morals, but is simply bad imita- 
tion. 

We must not think that this imitation is voluntary, 
or even conscious. On the contrary, it has its seat 
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mainly in very obscure parts of the mind, whose notions, 
so far from having been consciously produced, are hardly 
felt to exist ; so far from being conceived beforehand, 
are not even felt at the time. The main seat of the 
imitative part of our nature is our belief, and the causes 
jmedisposing us to believe this, or disinclining us to 
believe that, are among the obscurest parts of our 
nature. But as to the imitative nature of credulity 
there can be no doubt. In ‘ Eothen ’ there is a capital 
description of how every sort of European resident in 
the East, even the shrewd merchant and ‘ the post- 
captain,’ with his bright, wakeful eyes of commerce, 
comes soon to believe in witchcraft, and to assure you, 
in confidence, that there ‘really is something in it.’ 
He has never seen anything convincing himself, but he 
has seen those who have seen those who have seen 
those who have seen. In fact, he has lived in an at- 
mosphere of infectious belief, and he has inhaled it. 
Scarcely any one can help yielding to the current in- 
fatuations of his sect or party. Eor a short time — say 
some fortnight— he is resolute ; he argues and objects ; 
but, day by day, the poison thrives, and reason wanes. 
What he hears from his friends, what he reads in the 
party organ, produces its effect. The plain, palpable 
conclusion which every one around him believes, has an 
influence yet greater and more subtle; that conclusion 
seems so solid and unmistakable ; his own good ai-gu- 
ments get daily more and more like a dream. Soon the 
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gravest sag© sliarcs tliG folly of tlio party ‘witli wliiclilio 
acts, and tliG sGct with which he worships® 

In true metaphysics I believe that, contrary to com- 
mon opinion, unbelief far oftener needs a reason and 
requires an effort than belief* Naturally, and if man 
were made according to the pattei'n of the logicians, he 
would say, 'When I see a valid argument I will believe, 
and till I see such argument I will not believe/ But, 
in fact, every idea vividly before us soon appears to us to 
be true, unless we keep up our perceptions of the aigu- 
ments which prove it untrue, and voluntarily coerce our 
minds to remember its falsehood. ' All clear ideas are 
true,’ was for ages a philosophical maxim, and though 
no maxim can be more unsound, none can be moie 
exactly conformable to ordinary human nature. The 
child resolutely accepts every idea which passes through 
its brain as true ; it has no distinct conception of an 
idea which is strong, bright, and permanent, but which 
is false too. The mere xiresentation of an idea, unless 
we are careful about it, or unless there is within some 
unusual resistance, makes us believe it 5 and this is why 
the belief of otliers adds to our belief so quickly, for no 
ideas seem so very clear as those inculcated on us from 
every side. 

The grave part of mankind are quite as liable to these 
imitated beliefs as the frivolous part. The belief of the 
money-market, which is mainly composed of grave 
people, is as imitative as any belief. You will find one 
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day everyone enterprising, eiitlmsiastic, vigorous, eager 
to bny, and eager to order : in a week or so yon will 
find almost tlie wkole society depressed, anxious, and 
wanting to sell. If yon examine tlie reasons for the 
activity, or for the inactivity, or for the change, yon will 
hardly he able to trace them at all, and as far as yon 
can trace them, they are of little force. In fact, these 
opinions were not formed by reason, bnt by mimicry. 
Something happened that looked a little good, on which 
eager sanguine men talked loudly, and common people 
caught their tone. A little while afterwards, and when 
people were tired of talking this, something also hap- 
pened looking a little bad, on which the dismal, anxious 
people began, and all the rest followed their words. 
And in both cases an avowed dissentient is set down as 
crotchety.’ If yon want,’ said Swift, ^ to gain the 
re]3utation of a sensible man, you should be of the 
opinion of the person with whom for the time being you 
are conversing.’ There is much quiet intellectual per- 
secution among reasonable ’ men ; a cautious person 
hesitates before he tells them anything new, for if he 
gets a name for such things he will be called flighty,’ 
and in times of decision he will not be attended to. 

In this way the infection of imitation catches men in 
their most inward and intellectual part — their creed. 
But it also invades men— by the most bodily part of 
the mind — so to speak — the link between soul and body 
— the manner, No one needs to have this explained ; 
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we all Imow liow a kind of subtle influence makes us 
imitate or try to imitate tke manner of those around us. 
To conform to the fashion of Rome — whatever the fashion 
may be, and whatever Rome we may for the time be 
at — is among the most obvious needs, of human nature. 
But what is not so obvious, though as certain, is that 
the influence of the imitation goes deep as well as ex- 
tends wide. ^ The matter,’ as Wordsworth says, "^of 
style very much comes out of the manner.’ If you will 
endeavour to write an imitation of the thoughts of 
Swift in a copy of the style of Addison, you will find 
that not only is it liard to write Addison’s style, from 
its intrinsic excellence, but also that the more you ap- 
proach to it the more you lose the thought of Swift. 
The eager passion of the meaning beats upon the mild 
drapery of the words. So you could not express the 
plain thoughts of an Englishman in the grand manner 
of a Spaniard. Insensibly, and as by a sort of magic, 
the kind of manner which a man catches eats into him, 
and makes him in the end what at first he only seems. 

This is the principal mode in which the gi^eatest 
minds of an age produce their effect. They set the 
tone which others take, and the fashion which others 
use. There is an odd idea that those who take what is 
called a ^ scientific view ’ of history need rate lightly the 
influence of individual character. It would be as rea- 
sonable to say that those who take a scientific view of 
nature need think little of the influeiice of the sun. 
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On tlie scientific view a great man is a gfeat new cause 
(^compounded, or not out of otlicr causes^ for I do nof 
liere, or elsewhere in these papers^ raise the question of 
free-will), but, anyhow, new in all its effects, and all its 
results. Great models for good and evil sometimes 
appear among men, who follow them either to improve- 
ment or degradation. 

I am, I know, very long and tedious in setting out 

tin's ; but I want to bring home to others what every 

new observation of society brings more and moi-e freshly 

to myself — that this unconscious imitation and encou-- 

ragement of appreciated character, and this equally 

unconscious shrinking from and persecution of disliked 

character, is the main force which moulds and fashions 

men in society as we now see it. Soon I shall try to 

show that the more acknowledged causes, such as 

change of climate, alteration of political institutions, 

progress of science, act principally through this cause ; 

that they change the object of imitation and the object 

of avoidance, and so work their effect. But first I must 

speak of the origin of nations — of nation-making as one 

may call it — the proper subject of this paper. , 

The process of nation-making is one of which we have 

obvious examples hi the most recent times, and which 

is going on now. The most simple example is the 

foundation of the first State of America, say New 

E ngland, which has such a marked and such a deep 

national character. A great number of persons agree- 

H 
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ing in fandamental disposition^ agreeing in religion, 
agreeing in politics, form a separate settlement ; they 
exaggerate their own disposition, teach their own creed, 
set np their favonrite government ; they discourage all 
other dispositions, persecute other beliefs^ forbid other 
forms or habits of government. Of course a nation so 
made will have a separate stamp and mark. The 
original settlers began of one type; they sedulously 
imitated it ; and (though other causes have intervened 
and disturbed it) the necessary operation of the prin- 
ciples of inheritance has transmitted many original 
traits still unaltered, and has left an entire Hew England 
character — in no respect unaffected by its first cha- 
racter. 

This case is well known, but it is not so that the 
same process, in a weaker shape, is going on in America 
now. Congeniality of sentiment is a reason of selection, 
and a bond of cohesion in the West ^ at present. 
Competent observers say that townships grow up there 
by each place taking its own religion, its own manners, 
and its own ways. Those who have these morals and 
that religion go to that place, and stay there ; and 
those who have not these morals and that religion 
either settle elsewhere at first, or soon pass on. 
The days of colonisation by sudden ^ swarms ^ of like 
creed is almost over, but a less visible process of attrac- 
tion by similar faith over similar is still in vigour, and 
very likely to continue. 
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And in cases wliere this principle does not operate 
all new settlements^ being formed of ^ emigrantSj^ are 
sure to be composed of ratber restless people, mainly. 
The stay-at-boine people ai'e not to be found tbere, and 
these are the quiet, easy people. A new settlement 
voluntaiily formed (for of old times, when people were 
expelled by terror, I am not speaking) is sure to have 
in it much moie than the ordinary proportion of active 
^uen, and much less than the oi'dinai'y proportion of 
inactive ; and this accounts for a large part, though not 
perhaps all, of the difference between the English in 
England, and the English in Australia. 

The causes which formed New England in recent 
times cannot be conceived as acting much upon man- 
kind in their infancy. Society is not then formed upon 
a ‘ voluntary system ’ but upon an involuntary. A man 
in early ages is born to a certain obedience, and cannot 
extricate himself from an inherited government. So- 
ciety then is made up, not of individuals, but of 
families ; creeds then descend by inheritance in those 
families. Eord Melbourne once incurred the ridicule 
of philosophers by saying he should adhere to the 
English Church hecause it was the religion of his 
fathers. The philosophers, of course, said that a man’s 
fathers’ believing anything was no reason for his be- 
lieving it unless it was true. But Lord Melbomme was 
only uttering out of season, and in a modern time, one 
of the most firm and accepted maxims of old times. A 
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secession on religions grounds of isolated Eomans to sail 
bej’ond sea would have seemed to tlie ancient Romans an 
impossibility. In still ruder ages tbe religion of savages 
is a thing too feeble to create a schism . or to found a 
community. We are dealing with people capable of 
history when we speak of great ideas, not with pre- 
historic hint-men or the present savages. But though 
under very different forms, the same essential causes— 
the imitation of preferred characters and the elimination 
of detested characters — were at work in the oldest 
times, and are at work among rude men now* Stron<^ 
as the propensity to imitation is among civilised men, 
ve must conceive it as an impnlse o£ whicli their minds 
have been partiaUy denuded. Like the far-seeing sight, 
the infallible hearing, the magical scent of the savage, 
it is a half-lost power. It was strongest in ancient 
times, and zs strongest in uncivilised regions. 

This extieme propensity to imitation is one great 
reason of the amazing sameness which every observer 
notices in savage nations. When you have seen one 
Fuegian, you have seen aU Fuegians — one Tasmanian, all 
Tasmanians. The higher savages, as the New Zea- 
landers, are less uniform ; they have more of the varied 
and compact structure of civilised nations, because in 
Gtner respects they are more civilised. They have 
greater mental capacity— larger stores of inward 
tnought. But much of the same monotonous nature 
clmgs to them too. A savage tribe resembles a herd 
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of gregarious beasts ; wliere tlie leader goes tliey go 
too ; they copy blindly Ms habits, and thus soon become 
that which he already is. P'or not only the tendency, 
but also the power to imitate, is stronger in savages 
than civilised men. Savages copy quicker, and they 
copy better. Children, in the same way, are born 
mimics ; they cannot help imitating what comes before 
them. There is nothing in their minds to resist the 
propensity to copy. Every educated man has a large 
inward supply of ideas to which he can retire, and in 
which he can escape from or alleviate unpleasant out- 
ward objects. But a savage or a child has no resource. 
The external movements before it are its very life ; it 
lives by what it sees and hears. IJneducated people in 
civilised nations have vestiges of the same condition. 
If you send a housemaid and a philosopher to a foreign 
country of which neither knows the language, the 
chances are that the housemaid will catch it before the 
philosopher. He has something else to do ; he can live 
in his own thoughts. But unless she can imitate the 
utterances, she is lost; she has no life till she can join 
in the chatter of the kitchen. The propensity to 
mimicry, and the power of mimicry, are mostly strong- 
est in those who have least abstract minds. The most 
wonderful examples of imitation in the world are per- 
haps the imitations of civilised men by savages in the 
use of martial weapons. They learn the hnach^ as 
sportsmen call it, with inconceivable rapidity. A North 
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American Indian — an Australian even — can shoot as 
well as anj white man. Here the motive is at its 
maximum, as well as the innate power. Every savage 
cares more for the power of killing than for any other 
power. 

The persecuting tendency of all savages, and, indeed, 
of all ignorant people, is even more striking than their 
imitative tendency. ISTo barbarian can bear to see one 
of Ms nation deviate from the old barbarous customs 
and usages of their tribe. Very commonly all the tribe 
would expect a punishment from the gods if any one of 
them refrained from what was old, or began what was 
new. In modern times and in cultivated countries we 
regard each person as responsible only for his own 
actions, and do not believe, or think of believing, that 
the misconduct of others can bring guilt on them. 
Guilt to us is an individual taint consequent on choice 
and cleaving to the chooser. But in early ages the act 
of one member of the tribe is conceived to make all the 
ti’ibe impious, to offend its peculiar god, to expose all 
the tribe to penalties from heaven. There is no ‘ limi- 
ted liability ’ in the political notions of that time. The 
early tribe or nation is a religious partnership, on which 
a rash member by a sudden impiety may bring utter 
ruin. H the state is conceived thus, toleration becomes 
wicked. A permitted deviation from the transmitted 
ordinances becomes simple folly. It is a sacrifice of 
the happmess of the greatest number. It is allowing 

‘*‘0 
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one individual, for a moment’s pleasure or a stuind 
whim, to bring terrible and irretrievable calamity upon 
all. No one will ever understand even Athenian history, 
wlio forgets this idea of the old world, though. Athens 
was, in comparison with others, a rational and sceptical 
place, ready for new views, and free from old prejudices. 
When the street statues of Hermes were mutilated, all 
the Athenians were frightened and furious ; they 
thought that they should nil be ruined because some 
one had mutilated a god's image, and so offended him. 
Almost every detail of life in the classical times — the 
times when real history opens — was invested with a 
religious sanction; a sacred ritual regulated human 
action ; whether it was called ^ law ' or not, much of it 
was older than the word law ; ' it was part of an 
ancient usage conceived as emanating from a super- 
human authority, and not to be transgressed without 
risk of punishment by more than mortal power. There 
was such a soUdarite then between citizens, that each 
might be led to persecute the other for fear of harm to 
himself. 

It may be said that these two tendencies of the early 
world— that to persecution and that to imitation — 
must conflict; that the imitative impulse would lead 
men to copy what is new, and that persecution by 
traditional habit would prevent their copying it. But 
in practice the two tendencies co-operate. There is 
a strong tendency to copy the most common thing, and 
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th'it eonimon thing is the old habit. Daily imitation 
is far oftenest a conserrative force, for the most fre- 
quent models are ancient. Of course, however, some- 
thing new is necessary for every man and for every 
nation. We may wish, if we please, that to-morrow 
shall be like to-day, but it will not be like it. New 
forces will impinge upon us ; new wind, new rain, and 
the light of another sun ; and we must alter to meet 
them. But the persecuting habit and the imitative 
combine to insure that the new thing shall be in the 
old fashion ; it must be an alteration, but it shall 
contain as little of variety as possible. The imitative 
impulse tends to this, because men most easily imitate 
what their minds are best prepared for, — what is like 
the old, yet with the inevitable minimum of alteration ; 
what throws them least out of the old path, and puzzles 
least their minds. The doctrine of development means 
this, — that in unavoidable changes men like the new 
doctrine which is most of a preservative addition ^ to 
their old doctrines. The imitative and the persecuting 
tendencies make all change in eaidy nations a kind of 
selective conservatism, for the most part keeping what 
is old, but annexing some new but like practice — an 
additional turret in the old style. 

It is this process of adding suitable things and re- 
jecting discordant things which has raised those scenes 
of strange manners which in every part of the world 
puzzle the civilised men who come upon them first. 
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Like tke old head-dress of mountain villages they 

i'r"" ““ ■'<* -» ““i -letler they are 
^ood or whether they are bad, as wonder how any one 

could have come to think of them ; to regard them as 
monstrosities,’ which only some wild abnormal intluee; 
could have hit upon. And wild and abnormal indeed 
would be that inteUeet if it were a single one at all. 
Lut in fact such manners are the growth of ages, like 
Eoman law or tiie British constitution. No one man- 
no one generation— could have thought of them,— only 
a series of generations trained in the habits of the last 
and wanting something akin to such habits, could have 
evised them. . Savages pef their favourite habits so to 
say. and preserve to as they do to fttote 
animals ; ages are required, but at last a national cha- 
racter IS formed by the confluence of congenial attrac- 
tioiis and accordant detestations. 


Another cause helps. In early states of civilisation 
there is a great mortality of infant Hfe, and this is a 
kind of selection in itself-the child most fit to be a 
good Spartan is most likely to survive a Spartan child- 
hood. The habits of the tribe are enforced on the 
child ; if he is able to catch and copy them he lives ; if 
he cannot he dies. The imitation which assimilates 
early nations continues through life, but it begins with 
suitable forms and acts on picked specimens. I sup- 
pose, too, that there is a kind of parental selection 
operating in the same way and probably tending to 
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case, probably, do any great number of careful inquirers 
very firmly believe it. They may accept it provisionally, 
as the best hypothesis at present, but they feel about it 
as they cannot help feeling as to an army which has 
alwavs been beaten; however strong it seems, they 
think it will be beaten again. What the other expla- 
nation is exactly I cannot pretend to say. Possibly as 
Tet the data for a confident opinion are not before us. 
But by far the most plausible suggestion is that of Mr. 
Wallace, that these race-marks .are living records of a 
time when the intellect of man was not as able as it is 
now to adapt his life and habits to change of region ; 
that consequently early mortality in the first wanderers 
was beyond conception great; that only those (so to 
say) haphazard individuals throve who were born with 
a protected nature — that is, a nature suited to the 
climate and the country, fitted to use its advantages, 
shielded from its natural diseases. According to Mr. 
Wallace, the hTegro is the remnant of the one variety of 
man who without more adaptiveness than then existed 
could live in Interior Africa. Immigrants died off till 
they produced him or something like him, and so of the 
Esc|uimaux or the American. 

Any protective habit also struck out in such a time 
would have a far greater effect than it could afterwards. 
A gregarious tribe, whose leader was in some imitable 
respects adapted to the struggle for life, and which 
copied its leader, would have an enormous advantage 
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in tlie straggle for life. It would be sure to win and 
live, for it would be coherent and adapted, whereas, in 
comparison, competing tribes would be incoherent and 
unadapted. And I suppose that in early times, when 
those bodies did not already contain the records and 
tue traces of endless generations, any new habit would 
moie easily fix its marh on the heritable element, and 
would be transmitted more easily and more certainly. 
In such an age, man being softer and more pliable, 
deeper race-marks would be more easily inscribed and 
would be more likely to continue leerible. 

But I liaye no pretence to speak on- sucli matters ; 
this paper, as I haye so often explained, deals with 
nati.Oai-making' and not with race-making* I assume a 
world of marked varieties of man, and only want to 
show how less marked contrasts would probably and 
naturally arise in each. Given large homogeneous 
populations, some hTegro, some Mongolian, some Aryan, 
I have tried to prove how small contrasting groups 
would ceiiaiiily spring up within each-some to last 
and some to perish. These are the eddies in each 
race-stream which vary its surface, and are sure to last 
till some new force changes the current. These minor 
varieties, too, would be infinitely compounded, not only 
with those of the same race, but with those of others. 
Since the beginnhig of man, stream has been a thou- 
saud times poured into stream — -quick into sluggish, 
daik mto pale ■ and eddies and waters have taken new 



110 


PHYSICS AND POLITICS. 


shapes and new colours, affected by what went before, 
but not resembling it. And then on the fresh mass, 
the old forces of composition and elimination again 
beo-in to act, and create OTer the new surface another 
world. ^Motley was tlie wear" of the world when 
Herodotus first looked on it and described it to us, and 
thus, as it seems to me, were its varying colours pro- 
duced. 

If it be thought that I have made out that these 
forces of imitation and elimination be the main ones, 
or even at all powerful ones, in the formation of 
national character, it will follow that the effect of 
ordinary agencies upon that character will he more 
easy to understand than it often seems and is put down 
in books. We get a notion that a change of govern- 
ment or a change of climate acts eqnally on the mass of 
a nation, and so are we puzzled — at least, I have been 
puzzled — to conceive how it acts. But such changes 
do not at first act equally on all people in the nation. 
On many, for a very long time, they do not act at all. 
Bat they bring out new qualities, and advertise the 
effects of new habits. A change of climate, say from a 
depressing to an invigorating one, so acts. Everybody 
feels it a little, but the most active feel it exceedingly. 
They labour and prosper, and their prosperity invites 
imitation. Just so with the contrary change, from an 
animating to a relaxing place,— the naturally lazy look 
so happy as they do nothing, that the naturally active 
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are coiTupted. The effect of any considerable change 

*w 

on a nation is tlius an intensifying and aceumnlating 
effect. Witli its maximum power it acts on some 
prepared and congenial individuals ; in tliem it is seen 
to produce attractive results^ and then the habits 
creating those results are copied far and wide. And, as 
I believe, it is in this simple but not quite obvious way, 
that the process of progress and of degradation may 
generally be seen to run. 
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No. IV- 

MATIOF-MAKI^^ir. 

All theories as to tlie primitive man ninst Ibe very un- 
certain. Granting tiie doctrine of evolution to be trne, 
man must be beld to bave a common ancestor witb tbe 
rest of tbe Primates, But then we do not know wbat 
tbeb common ancestor was like. If ever we are to bave 
a distinct conception of bim, it can only be after long 
years of fatm^e researches and the laborious accumula- 
tion of materials, scarcely tbe beginning of which now 
exists. Blit science has ateady clone something for us. 
It cannot yet tell ns our first ancestor, but it can tell us 
much of an ancestor very high up in tbe line of descent. 
We cannot get tbe least idea (even upon tbe full as- 
sumption of tbe theory of evolution) of the first man ; 
but we can get a very tolerable idea of tbe Paulo-pre- 
bistoric man, if I may so say — of man as be existed 
some short time (as we now reckon shortness), some ten 
thousand years, before history began. Investigators 
whose acuteness and diligence can hardly be surpassed- — 
Sir John Lubbock and J\Ii\ Tylor are tbe chiefs among 
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them — ^liave collected so mncli and explained so mncli 
that they have left a fairly vivid result. 

That result is, or seems to me to he, if I may sum it 
up in my own words, that the modern pre-historic men 
— those of whom we have collected so many remains, 
and to whom are due th^ ancient, strange customs of 
historical nations (the fossil customs, we might call 
them, for very often they are stuck by themselves in 
real civilisation, and have no more part in it than the 
fossils in the surrounding strata) — ^pre-historic men in 
this sense were savages without the fixed' habits of 
savages ; ’ that is, that, like savages, they had strong 
passions and weak reason; that, like savages, they 
preferred short spasms of greedy pleasure to mild and 
equable enjoyment ; that, like savages, they could not 
postpone the present to the future ; that, like savages, 
their ingrained sense of morality was, to say the best of 
it, rudimentary and defective. But that, unlike present 
savages, they had not complex customs and singular 
customs, odd and seemingly inexplicable rules guiding 
all human life. And the reasons for these conclusions 
as to a race too ancient to leave a history, but not too 
ancient to have left memorials, are briefly these : — • 
First, that we cannot imagine a strong reason without 
attainments; and, plainly, pre-historic men had not 
attainments. They would never have lost them if they 
had. It is utterly incredible that whole races of men 
ill the most distant parts of the world (capable of 

I 
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counting, for tliey quickly learn to count) skoiild have 
lost the art of counting, if they had ever possessed it* 
It is incredible that whole races could lose the elements 
of common sense, the elementary knowledge as to things 
material and things mental — ^the Benjamin Franklin 
philosophy— if they had ever known it. Without some 
data the reasoning faculties of man cannot work. As 
Lord Bacon said, the mind of man must ^ work upon 
stuff. ^ And in the absence of the common kiiowledsi’e 

o 

which trains us in the elements of reason as far as we 
are trained, they had no stuff.^ Even, therefore, if 
their passions were not absolutely stronger than ours, 
relatively they were stronger, for their reason was weaker 
than our reason. Again, it is certain that races of men 
capable of postponing the present to the future (even if 
such races were conceivable without an educated reason) 
would have had so huge an advantage in the struggles 
of nations, that lio others w’ould have survived them, 
A single Australian tribe (really capable of such a habit, 
and really practising it) would have conquered all 
Australia almost as the English have conquered it. 
Suppose a race of long'-headed Scotchmen, even as igno- 
rant as the Australians, and they would have got from 
Toires to Bass s Straits, no matter how fierce was the 
resistance of the other Australians. The whole territory 
would have been theirs, and theirs only. We cannot 
imagine innumerable races to have lost, if they had 
once had it, the most useful of all habits of mind— the 
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wliicli “would most ensure tlieir victory in tlie 
incessant contests wLich^ ever since tliey began, men 
have carried on with one anotlier and wifcli nature, tbe 
babit, wliicb in historical times has above any other 
received for its possession the victory in those contests. 
Thirdly, we may be sure that the morality of pre-historic 
man was as imperfect and as rudimentary as his reason. 
The same sort of arguments apply to a self-restraining 
morality of a high type as apply to a settled postpone- 
ment of the present to the future upon gronnds recom- 
mended by argument. Both are so involved in difficult 
intellectual ideas (and a high morality the most of the 
two) that it is all but impossible to conceive their 
existence among people who could not count more than 
five — who had only the grossest and simplest forms of 
language — who had no kind of writing or reading — 
who, as it has been roughly said, had ^ no pots and no 
pans ’ — who could indeed make a fire, but who could 
hardly do anything else — who could hardly command 
nature any further. Exactly also like a shrewd far- 
sightedness, a sonnd morality on elementary transac- 
tions is far too useful a gift to the human race ever to 
have been thoroughly lost when they had once attained 
it. But innumerable savages have lost all hut com- 
pletely many of tlie moral rules most conducive to tribal 
welfare. There are many savages who can hardly be 
said to care for human life — who have scarcely the 
family feelings— who are eager to kill all old people 
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own parents included) as soon as tliey get old and 
become a burden— wlio bave scarcely the sense of truth 
— who, probably from a constant tradition of terror, 
wish to conceal everything, and would (as observers say) 

rather lie than not ^ — whose ideas of marriage are so 
va^^iie and slight that the idea, ^ communal marriage ^ 
(in which all the women of the tribe are common to all 
the men, and them only), has been invented to denote 
it. ISTow if we consider how cohesive and how forti- 
fying to human societies are the love of truth, and the 
love of parents, and a stable marriage tie, how sure such 
feelings would be to make a tribe which possessed them 
wholly and soon victorious over tribes which were desti- 
tute of them, we shall begin to comprehend how nn- 
likelj it is that vast masses of tribes throughout the 
world should have lost all these moral helps to con(][uest, 
not to speak of others. If any reasoning is safe as to 
pre-Hstorie man, the reasoning which imputes to him 
a dc^hcient sense of morals is safe, for all the arguments 
suggested by ail our late researches convei’ge upon it, 
and concur in teaching it. 

2for on this point does the case rest wholly on recent 
investigations. Many years ago Mr. Jowett said that 
the classical rehgions bore relics of the ‘ ages before 
momlity.’ And this is only one of several cases in 
which that great thinker has proved by a chance ex- 
pression that he had exhausted impending controversies 
jears hefoie they andved, and had perceived more cr 
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less tlie conclusion at wHcli the disputants would arrive 
long before the public issue was joined. There is no 
other explanation of such religions than this. We have 
but to open Mr. Gladstone’s ^ Homer ’ in order to see 
y^ritli how intense an antipathy a really moral age would 
regard the gods and goddesses of Homer ; how incon- 
ceivable it is that a really moral age should first have 
invented and then bowed down before them; how plain 
it is (when once explained) that they are antiquities, 
like an English court-suit, or a s^ol^0-■sacrificial knife, 
for no one would use such things as implements of 
ceremony, except those who had inherited them from a 
past age, when there was nothing better. 

Hor is there anything inconsistent with our present 
moral theories of whatever kind in so thinking about 
our ancestors. The intuitive theory of morality, which 
would be that naturally most oj)posed to it, has lately 
taken a new development. It is not now maintained 
that all men have the same amount of conscience. 
Indeed, only a most shallow disputant who did not 
understand even the plainest facts of human natuie 
could ever have maintained it ; if men differ in anything 
they differ in the fineness and the delicacy of their 
moral intuitions, however we may suppose those feelings 
to have been acquired. We need not go as far as 
savages to learn that lesson; we need only talk to the 
English poor or to our own servants, and we shall be 
taught it very completely. The lower classes in civi- 
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Used coiiiitries, like all classes in tmcivilised countries^ 
are clearly wanting in tiie nicer part of tliose feelings 
wHcli, taken together, we call the sense of morality. 
All tills an intnitionist who knows his case will now 
admit, but he will add that, though the amount of the 
moral sense may and does differ in different persons^, 
yet that as far as it goes it is alike in all. He likens it 
to the iiitiiitioii of number, in which some savages are 
so defective that they cannot really and easily count 
more tliaa three. Yet as far as three his intuitions 
are the same as those of civilised people. Unquestion- 
ably if there are intuitions at all, the primary truths of 
number are such. There is a felt necessity in them if 
in anything, and it would be pedantry to say that any 
proposition of morals was more certain than that five 
and live make ten. The trnths of arithmetic, intuitive 
or not, certainly cannot be acquired independently of 
experience nor can those of morals be so either. Un- 
questionably they were aroused in life and by experience, 
though after that comes the difficult and ancient con- 
troversy whether anything peculiar to them and not to 
be ibuiid in the other facts of life is superadded to them 
independently of experience out of the vigour of the 
mind itself. Jfo intuitionist, therefore, fears to speak 
of the conscience of his pre-historic ancestor as imper- 
fect, rudimentary, or hardly to be discerned, for he has 
to acmiit much the same so as to square his theory to 
plain modern facts, and that theory in the modern form 
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may consistently be beld along with them. Of course 
if an intnitionist can accept this conclusion as to pre- 
historic men, so assuredly may Mr. Spencer, who traces 
all morality back to our inherited experience of utility, 
or Mr. Darwin, who ascribes it to an inherited sym- 
pathy, or Mr. Mill, who with characteristic courage 
undertakes to build up the whole moral nature of man 
with no help whatever either from ethical intuition or 
from physiological instinct. Indeed of the everlasting 
questions, such as the reality of free will, or the nature 
of conscience, it is, as I have before explained, alto- 
gether inconsistent with the design of these papers to 
speak. They have been discussed ever since the history 
of discussion begins; human opinion is still divided, 
and most people still feel many difiEculties in every sug- 
gested theory, and doubt if they have heard the last 
word of argument or the whole solution of the problem 
in any of them. In the interest of sound knowledge it 
is essential to narrow to the utmost the debatable terri- 
tory; to see how many ascertained facts there are 
which are consistent with all theories, how many may, 
as foreign lawyers would phrase it, be equally held in 
condominium by them. 

But though in these great characteristics there is 
reason to imagine that the pre-historio man — at least 
the sort of pre-historic man I am treating of, the man 
some few thousand years before history began, and not 
at alb at least not necessarily, the primitive man — wms 
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identical witli a modem sayage, in another respect there 
is equal or greater reason to suppose that he was most 
unlike a modern savage. A modern savage is anything 
but the simple being which philosophers of the 
eighteenth century imagined him to be ; on the con- 
trary, his life is twisted into a thousand curious habits ; 
his reason is darkened by a thousand strange preju- 
dices ; his feelings are frightened by a thousand cruel 
superstitions. The whole mind of a modern savage is, 
so to say, tattooed over with monstrous images ; there 
is not a smooth place anywhere about it. But there is 
no reason to suppose the minds of pre-historic men to 
be so cut and marked ; on the contrary, the creation of 
these habits, these superstitions, these prejudices, must 
have taken ages. In his nature, it may be said, pre- 
historic man was the same as a modern savage ; it is 
only in his acquisition that he was different. 

It may be objected that if man was developed out of 
any kind of animal (and this is the doctrine of evolution 
vrhich, if it be not proved conclusively, has great proba- 
bility and great scientific analogy in its favour) he 
would necessarily at first possess animal instincts ; 
that these would only gradually be lost; that in the 
meantime they would serve as a protection and an aid, 
and that pre-historic men, therefore, would have impor- 
tant helps and feelings which existing savages have not. 
And probably of the first men, the first beings worthy 
to be so called, this was true « they had, or may have 
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had, certain remnants of instincts wliicli aided them in 
the straggle of existence, and as reason gradually came 
these instincts may have waned away. Some instincts 
certainly do wane when the intellect is applied steadily 
to their subject-matter. The curious ^ counting boys/ 
the arithmetical prodigies, who can work by a strang'c 
innate faculty the most wonderful sums, lose that 
faculty, always partially, soiiietimes completely, if they 
are taught to reckon by rule like the rest of mankind. 
In like manner I have heard it said that a man could 
soon reason himself out of the instinct of decency if he 
would only take pains and work hard enoug’h, A.nd 
joeihaps other primitive instincts may have in like 


manner passed away. But this does not afiect my ar- 
gument. I am only saying that these instincts, if they 
evei existed, did pass away^ — that there was a period, 
j)iobably an immense period as we reckon time in 


human history, when pre-historic men lived much as 


savages live now, without any important aids and 
helps. 


The proofs of this are to be found in the great works 
of Sir John Lubbock and Mr. Tylor, of which I just 
now spoke. I can only bring out two of them here. 
First, it is plain that the first pi’e-historic men had the 
flint tools which the lowest savages use, and we can 
trace a regular improvement in the finish and in the 
eificiency of their simple instruments corresponding to 
that which we see at this day in the upward transition 
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fioio. t]i6 lowest savages to tlie liigliest. Now it is not 
conceivable that a race of beings with valuable instincts 
supporting their existence and supplying their wants 
would need these simple tools. They are exactly those 
needed by very poor people who have no instincts, and 
those were used by such, for savages are the poorest of 
the poor. It would be very strange if these same 
utensils, no more no less, were used by being’s whose 
discerning instincts made them in comparison altogether 
rich. Such a being would know how to manage without 

such things, oi if it wanted any, would know how to 
make better. 

And, secondly, on the moral side we know that the 
pre-historic age was one of much licence, and the proof 
is that in that age descent was reckoned through the 
female only, just as it is among the lowest savages. 

^ Maternity,^ it has been said, ^ is a matter of fact, 
paternity is a matter of opinion ; ’ and this not very 
refined expression exactly conveys the connection of 
the lower human societies. In all slave-owning com- 
munities in Rome formerly, and in Virginia yesterday 

such was the accepted rule of law; the child kept 
the condition of the mother, whatever that condition 
was; nobody inquired as to the father; the law, 
once for all, assumed that he could not be ascer- 
tained. Of course no remains exist which prove this 
or anything else about the morality of pre-historic 
man; and morality can only be described by remains 
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amounting to a history. But one of the axioms 
of pre-historic investigation hinds us to accept 
this as the morality of the pre-historic races if we 
receive that axiom. It is plain that the wide-spread 
absence of a characteristic which greatly aids the 
possessor in the conflicts between race and race pro- 
bably indicates that the primary race did not possess 
that quality. If one-armed people existed almost 
everywhere in every continent; if people were found 
in every intermediate stage, some with the mere germ 
of the second arm, some with the second arm half- 
grown, some with it nearly complete ; we should then 
argue— ‘the first race cannot have ^ had two arms, 
because men have always been fighting, and as two 
arms are a great advantage in fighting, one-armed and 
half-armed people would immediately have been MUed 
off the earth; they never could have attained any 
numbers. A diffused deficiency in a warlike power is 
the best attainable evidence that the pre-historic men 
did not possess that power.’ If this axiom be received 
it is palpably applicable to the marriage-bond of primi- 
tive races. A cohesive ^ family ’ is the best germ for a 
campaigning nation. In a Roman family the boys, 
from the time of their birth, were bred to a domestic 
despotism, which well prepared them for a subjection 
in after life to a military discipline, a military drill, 
and a military despotism. They were ready to obey 
their generals because they were compelled to obey their 
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fathera; they conquered the world in manhood because 
as children they were bred in homes where the tradition 
of passionate valour was steadied by the habit of 
implacable order. And nothing of this is possible in 
loosely-bound family groups (if they can be called 
amiiies at all) where the father is more or less uncer- 
tain, where descent is not traced through him, where, 
that IS, property does not come from him, where such 
property as he has passes to his sure relations— to his 
sister’s children. An ill-knit nation which does not 
recognise paternity as a legal relation, would be con- 

" j . ^ by any other nation which had a 

ves ige or a beginning of the patria potesias. If there 
for., all tire first area had the striat Irahty 
they would no more have permitted the rise of semi 
moral nations anywhere in the world than the Eomans 
would have permitted them to arise in Italy. Thev 
would have conquered, kiUed, and plundered them 
before they became nations; and yet semi-moral na- 

tiOnS Gxist sU QYBT tillO WOrlcl, 

It will be said that this argument proves too much 

For rf proves that not only the somewhat-before- histoiw 

me^ but the absolutely fcst men, could not have 
had close family instincts, and yet if they were like 

most though not ah of the animals nearest to man they 

had such instincts ’FTiAvn ic* ± i ^ 

^ Sreat story of some 

^ncan chief who expressed his disgust at adhering to 
ne wi e, y saving it was ‘like the monkeys.’. The 
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semi-brutal ancestors of man, if they existed, bad very 
likely an instinct of constancy wMcb the African chief, 
and others like him, had lost. How, then, if it was so 
beneficial, could they ever lose it ? The answer is 
plain : they could lose it if they had it as an irrational 
propensity and habit, and not as a moral and rational 
feeling. When reason came, it would weaken that 
habit like all other irrational habits. And reason is a 
force of such infinite vigour — a victory-making agent 
of such incomparable efficiency— that its continually 
diminishing valuable instincts will not matter if it 
grows itself steadily all the while. The strongest com- 
petitor wins in both the cases we are imagining ; in the 
first, a race with intelligent reason, but without blind 
instinct, beats a race with that instinct but without 
that reason ; in the second, a race with reason and high 
moral feeling beats a race with reason but without high 
moral feeling. And the two are palpably consistent. 

There is every reason, therefore, to suppose pre- 
historic man to be deficient in much of sexual morality, 
as we regard that morality. As to the detail of ‘ pri- 
mitive marriage’ or ‘no marriage,’ for that is pretty 
much what it comes to, there is of course much room 
for discussion. Both Mr. M’Clennan and Sir John 
Lubbock are too accomplished reasoners and too careful 
investigators to wish conclusions so complex and re- 
fined as theirs to be accepted all in a mass, besides that 
on some critical points the two differ. But the main 
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issue is not dependent on nice arguments. Upon broad 
<’>Toands we mar believe that in pre-historic times men 

t3 ^ ^ 

fought both to gain and to keep their wives ; that the 
strongest man took the best wife away from the weaker 
man ^ and that if the wife was restive^ did not like the 
change, her new husband beat her ; that (as in Aus- 
tralia now) a pretty woman was sure to undergo many 
such changes, and her back to bear the marks of many 
such chastisements 5 that in the principal department of 
human conduct (which is the most tangible and easily 
traced, and therefore the most obtainable specimen of 
the rest) the minds of pre-historic men were not so 
much immoral as immoral : they did not violate a rule 
of conscience, but they were somehow not sufficiently 
developed for them to feel on this point any conscience, 
or for it to prescribe to them any rule. 

The same argument applies to religion. There are, 
indeed, many points of the greatest obscurity, both in 
the present savage religions and in the scanty vestiges 
of pre-historic religion. But one point is clear. All 
savage religions are full of superstitions founded on 
luck. Savages believe that casual omens are a sign of 
coming events; that some trees are lucky, that some 
animals are lucky, that some places are lucky, that 
some indifferent actions — indifferent apparently and 
indifferent really— are lucky, and so of others in each 
class, that they are unlucky. iSTor can a savage well 
distinguish between a sign of ^ luck ’ or ill-luck, as we 
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should sajj and a deity wliich. causes the good or the 
ill ; the indicating precedent and the causing being are 
to the savage mind much the same ; a steadiness of 
head far beyond savages is required consistently to dis- 
tinguish them. And it is extremely natural that they 
should believe so. They are playing a game — ^the game 
of life — with no knowledge of its rules. They have not 
an idea of the laws of nature ; if they want to cure a 
maiij they have no conception at all of true scientific 
remedies. If they try anything they must try it upon 
bare chance. The most useful modern remedies were 
often discovered in this bare, empirical way. What 
could be more improbable — at least, for what could a 
pre-historic man have less given a good reason — than 
that some mineral springs should stop rheumatic pains, 
or mineral springs make wounds heal quickly? And 
yet the chance knowledge of the marvellous effect of 
gifted sj)rings is probably as ancient as any sound 
knowled ge as to medicine whatever. 'No doubt it was 
mere casual luck at first that tried these springs and 
found them answer. Somebody by accident tried them 
and by that accident was instantly cured. The chance 
which hajppily directed men in this one case, misdi- 
rected them in a thousand cases. Some expedition 
had answered when the resolution to undertake it was 
resolved on under an ancient tree, and accordingly that 
tree became lucky and sacred. Another expedition 
failed when a magpie crossed its path, and a magpie 
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was said to be unlucby. A serpent crossed tlie path of 
another expedition, and it had a maiwellons victory, 
and accordingly the serpent became a sign of great 
liick (and wiiat a savage cannot distinguish from it — a 
potent deity which makes Inch), Ancient medicine is 
equally unreasonable : as late down as the Middle Ages 
it was fall of superstitions founded on mere luck. The 
collection of prescriptions published under the direction 
of the Master of the Eolls abounds in such fancies as 
we should call them. According to one of them, unless 
I forget, some disease— a fever, I think — is supposed to 
be cured by placing the patient between two halves of a 
bare and a pigeon recently killed.^ Nothing can be 
plainer than that there is no ground for this kind of 
treatment, and that the idea of it arose cut of a chance 
hit, which came right and succeeded. There was 
notliing so absurd or so contrary to common sense as we 
are apt to imagine about it. The lying between two 
halves of a hare or a pigeon was a ^priori, and to the 
inexperienced mind, quite as likely to cure disease as 
the drinking certain draughts of nasty mineral water. 


^ Readers of Scott’s life will remember that an admirer of his in bumble 
life proposed to cure him of inflammation of the bowels by making him 
sleep a whole night on twelve smooth stones, painfully coUeeted by the 
admirer from twelve brooks, which was, it appeared, a recipe of sovereign 
traditional power. Scott gravely told the proposer that he had mistaken, 
the charm, and that the stones were of no virtue unless wrapped up in the 
petticoat of a widow who never wished to marry again, and as no such 
uidow seems to have been fortlieoining, he escaped the remedy. 
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Botli, someliow, were tried; botli ansv/ered — tliat is. 
both were at tlie first time, or at some memorable time, 
followed by a remarkable recovery ; and tbe only 
difference is, that tlie curative power of the mineral is 
persistent, and happens constantly ; whereas, on an 
average of trials, the proximity of a hare or pigeon is 
found to have no effect, and cures take place as often 
ill cases where it is not tried as in cases where it is. 
The nature of minds which are deeply engaged in 
watching events of which they do not know the reason, 
is to single out some fabulous accompaniment or some 
W'Onderful series of good luck or bad luck, and to dread 
ever after that accompaniment if it brings evil, and to 
love it and long for it if it brings good. All savages 
are in this position, and the fascinating effect of 
striking accompaniments (in some single case) of singu- 
lar good fortune and singular calamity, is one great 
source of savage religions. 

Gamblers to this day are, with respect to the chance 
part of their game, in much the same plight as savages 

with respect to the main events of their whole li^es. 
And we well know how superstitions they all are. To 
tin's day very sensible whist-players have a certain 
belief — ^not, of course, a fixed conviction, but still a 
certain impi'ession — that there is ‘ luck under a black 
deuce,’ and will half mutter some not very gentle 
maledictions if they turn up as a trump the four of 
clubs, because it brings ill-luck, and is * the devil’s bed- 
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post.’ Of course grown-up gamblers have too much 
general knowledge, too much organised common sense, 
to prolong or cherish such ideas; they are ashamed 
of entei’taining them, though, nevertheless, they cannot 
entmely drive them out of their minds. But ehild- 
gainblei.s a number of little boys set to play loo^ — are 
just in the position of savages, for them fancy is still 
impiessible, and they have not as yet been thoroughly 
subjected to the confuting experience of the real world; 
and child gamblers have idolatries— at least I know 
that 3'ears ago a set of boy loo-players, of whom I was 
one, had considerable faith in a certain ^pretty fish,’ 
which was larger and more nicely made than the other 
fish we hau. "We gave the best evidence of oim belief 
in its power to ‘bring luck;’ we fought for it (if our 
elders were out of the way) ; we offered to buy it with 
many other fish from the envied holder, and I am sure 
I have often cried bitterly if the chance of the game 
took it away from me. Persons who stand up for the 
dignity of philosophy, if any such there still are, will 
say that I ought not to mention this, because it seems 
trivial ; but the more modest spirit of modern thought 
plainly teaches, if it teaches anything, the cardinal 
value of occasional little facts. I do not hesitate to 
say that many learned and elaborate explanations of 
Bie totem— the ‘clan’ deity — the beast or bird who, 
111 some supernatural way, attends to the clan and 
watches over it— do not seem to me to be nearly as 
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akin to tke reality as it rrorks and lives among tlie 
lower races as tlie ‘ pretty fisli ’ of mj 
And very naturally so, for a grave pkilosoislter is sepa- 
rated from primitive tliougkt by tbe whole length of 
human culture ; but an impressible child is as near to, 
and its thoughts are as much like, that thought as any- 
thing can now be. 

The woi’st of these superstitions is that they are 
easy to make and hard to destroy. A single run 
of luck has made the fortune of many a charm 
and many idols. I doubt if even a single run of luck 
be necessary. I am sure that if an elder boy said that 
‘ the pretty fish was lucky — of coarse it was,’ all the 
lesser boys would believe it, and in a week it would be 
an accepted idol. And I suspect the Jlestor Oi a savage 
tribe— the aged repository of guiding experience— 
would have an equal power of creating superstitions. 
But if once created they are most difficult to eradicate. 
If any one said that the amulet was of certain efficacy 
—that it always acted whenever it was applied— it 
would of course be very easy to disprove ; but no one 
ever said that the ‘ pretty fish ’ always brought luck ; it 
was only said that it did so on the whole, and that if 
you had it you were more likely to be lucky than if you 
were without it. But it requires a long table of statis- 
tics of the results of games to disprove this thoroughly ; 
and by the time people can make tables they are alreadj 
above such beliefs, and do not need to have them dis- 
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proved. Nor in many eases where omens or amulets 

aie used would such tables be easy to mate, for the 

data could not be found ; and a rash attempt to subdue 

the superstition by a striking instance may easily end 

in confirming it. Francis Newman, in the remarkable 

narrative of his experience as a missionary in Asia, 

gives a curious example of this. As he was setting out 

on a distant and somewhat hazardous expedition, his 

native servants tied round the neck of the mule a small 

bag supposed to be of preventive and mystic virtue. 

As tire place was crowded and a whole townspeople 

looking on, Mr. Newman thought that he would take 

an opportunity of disproving the superstition. So he 

made a long speech of explanation in his best Arabic 

and cut off the bag, to the horror of all about him. 

But as rll-fortune would have it, the mule had not got 

thirty yards up the street before she put her foot into a 

hole and broke her leg; upon which all the natives were 

confirmed m their former faith in the power of the 

bag, and said, ‘You see now what happens to un- 
believers.’ 


Now the present point as to these superstitions is 
their military inexpediency. A nation which was 
moved by these superstitions as to luck would be at the 
mercy of a nation, in other respects equal, which was 
not subject to them. In historical times, as we know 
the panic terror at eclipses has been the ruin of the 
armies which have felt it ; or has made them delay to 
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do soiiietliing necessary, or rnsli to do sometMng de- 
structive. The necessity of consulting the auspices, 
while it was sincerely practised and before it became a 
trick for disguising foresight, was in classical history 
very dangerous. And much worse is it with savages, 
whose life is one of omens, who must always consult 
their sorcerers, who may he turned this way or that by 
some chance accident, who, if they were intellectually 
able to frame a consistent military policy — and some 
savages in war see farther than in anything else — are 
yet liable to be put out, distracted, confused, and turned 
aside in the carrying out of it, because some event, really 
innocuous but to their minds foreboding, arrests and 
frightens them. A religion full of omens is a military 
misfortune, and will bring a nation to destruction if set 
to light with a nation at all equal otherwise, who had 
a religion without omens. Clearly then, if all early 
men unanimously, or even much the greater number of 
early men, had a religion ivithout omens, no religion, or 
scarcely a religion, anywhere in the world could have 
come into existence with omens; the immense majority 
possessing the superior military advantage, the small 
minority destitute of it would have been crushed out 
and destroyed. But, on the contrarj^, all over the world 
religions with omens once existed, in most they still 
exist ; all savages have them, and deep in the most 
ancient civilisations we find the plainest traces of them. 
Unquestionably therefore the pre-historic I’eligioii was 
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like tliat of savages— viz., in tliis that it largely con- 
sisted in the watching of omens and in the worship of 
lucky beasts and things, which are a sort of embodied 
and permanent omens. ^ 

It may indeed be objected — an analogous objection 
was taken as to the ascertained moral deficiencies of 
pre -historic mankind — that if this religion of omens 
was so pernicious and so likely to ruin a race, no race 
would ever have acquired it. But it is only likely to 
ruin a race contending with another race otherwise 
equal. The fancied discovery of these omens — not an 
extravagant thing in an early age, as I have tried to 
show, not a whit then to be distinguished as improbable 
from the discovery of healing herbs or springs which 
pre-historic men also did discover — the discovery of 
omens was an act of reason as far as it went. And if 
in reason the omen-finding race were superior to the 
races in conflict with them, the omen-finding race would 
win, and we may conjecture that omen-finding races 
were thus superior since they won and prevailed in 
every latitude and in every zone. 

In all particulars therefore we would keep to our 
formula, and say that pre-historic man was substantially 
a savage like present savages, in morals, intellectual 
attainments, and in religion; but that he differed in 
this from our present savages, that he had not had time 
to ingrain his nature so deeply with bad habits, and to 
impress bad beliefs so unalterably on his mind as they 
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have. They have had ages to fix the stain on them 
selves, but primitive man was younger and had no such 
time, 

I have elaborated the evidence for this conclusion at 
what may seem needless and tedious length, but I have 
done so on account of its importance. If we accept it, 
and if we are sure of it, it will help us to many most 
important conclusions. Some of these I have dwelt 
upon in previous papers, but I will set them down 
again. 

First, it will in part explain to us what the world was 
about, so to speak, before history. It was making, so 
to say, the intellectual consistence — the.(3onnected and 
coherent habits, the preference of equable to violent en- 
joyment, the abiding capacity toprefer^ if required, the 
future to the present, the mental pre-requisites without 
which civilisation could not begin to exist, and without 
which it would soon cease to exist even had it begun. 
The primitive man, like the present savage, had not 
these pre-requisites, but, unlike the present savage, he 
was capable of acquiring them and of being trained in 
them, for his nature was still soft and still impressible, 
and possibly, strange as it may seem to say, his out- 
ward circumstances were more favourable to an attain- 
ment of civilisation than those of our present savages. 
At any rate, the pre-historic times were spent in making 
men capable of writing a history, and having something 
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to put in it when it is written, and we can see how it 
was done. 

Two preliminary processes indeed there are which 
seem inscrutable. There was some strange preliminary 
piocess by which the main races of men were formed; 
they began to exist very early, and except by inter- 
mixture no new ones have been formed since. It was a 
process singularly active in early ages, and singularly 
quiescent in later ages. Such differences as exist be- 
Lween the Aryan, the Turanian, the negro, the red man, 
and the Australian, are differences greater altogether 
than any causes now active are capable of creatLo- in 
present men, at least in any way explicable by us. And 
ere is, therefore, a strong presumption that (as o-reat 
authorities now hold) these differences were created be- 
fore the nature of men, especially before the mind and the 
adaptive nature of men had taken their existing consti- 
iitiou. And a second condition precedent of civilisation 
seems, at least to me, to have been equally inherited, if 
the doctrine of evolution be true, from some previous 
state or condition. I at least find it difficult to conceive 
of men, at all like the present men, unless existinp- in 
some mg like families, that is, in groups avowedly 
connected at least on the mother’s side, and probably 

^ lers SI e, and unless these gn-oups were like 
man, an^ gregarious, under a leader more or less 
ed. It is almost beyond imagination how man, as we 
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know man, could by any sort of process haye gainea 
tins step in civilisation. And it is a great advantage, 
to say the least of it, in the evolution theory that*" ii 
enahles ns to remit this difficulty to a pre-existing 
period in nature, where other instincts and powers than 
our present ones may perhaps have come into play, and 
where our imagination can hai'dly travel. At any rate, 
for the present I may assume these two steps in human 
piogiess made, and tliese two conditions realized. 

Tlie rest of the way, if we grant these two conditions, 
is plainer. The first thing is the erection of what we 


may call a custom -making power, that is, of an authority 
which can enforce a fixed rule of life, which, by means 
of that fixed rule, can in some degree create a calculable 
furiiie, which can make it rational to postpone present 
violent but momentary pleasure foi^ future continual 
pleasure, because it ensures, what else is not sure, that 
if the sacrifice of what is in hand be made, enjoyment 
of the contingent expected recompense will be received. 
Of couise I am not saying that we shall find in early 
society any authority of which these shall be the 
motives. We must have travelled ages (unless all our 
evidence he wrong) from the first men before there was 


a comprehension of such motives. I only mean that the 
first thing in early society was an authoiity of whose 
action this shall be the result, little as it knew what it 
was doing, little as it would have cared if it had known. 

The conscious end of early societies was not at all, or 
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scarcely at all, the protection of life and property, as it 
was assumed to be by the eighteenth- century theory of 
government. Even in early historical ages — in the 
youth of the human race, not its childhood— such is not 
the nature of early states. Sir Henry Maine has taught 
us that the earliest subject of jurisprudence is not the 
separate property of the individual, but the common 
property of the family group; what we should call 
private property hardly then existed ; or if it did, was 
so^ small as to^ be of no importance : it was like the 
things little children are now allowed to ccdl their own 
which they feel it very hard to have taken from them’ 
but which they have no real right to hold and keep.’ 
Such IS our earliest property-law, and our earliest life- 
law is that the lives of all members of the family o-roup 
were at the mercy of the head of the group. As far as 
the individual goes, neither his goods nor his existence 
were protected at all. And this may teach us that some- 
thing eke was lacked in early societies besides what in 
our societies we now tliink of. 


I do not think I put this too high when I say that a 
most iinportant if not the most important object of early 
legislation was the enforcement of lucky rites. I do not 
hke^ to say religious rites, because that would involve 
me in a great controversy as to the power, or even the 
existence, of early religions. But there is no savao-e 
tribe without a notion of luck ; and perhaps there Is 
hardly any which has not a conception of luck for the 
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tabe as a tribe, of which each member has not some 
such a belief that his own action or the action of any 
o ler member of it-that he or the others doing any- 
thing which was nnluchy or would bring a ‘ curse ’~ 
might cause evil not only to himself, but to aU the 
11)6 as well. I have said so much about ‘luck ’and 
about Its naturalness before, that I ought to say nothing 
again But I must add that the contagiousness of the 
idea of ‘ luck ’ is remarkable. It does not at all, like the 
notion of desert, cleave to the doer. There are people 
to this day who would not permit in their house people 
to sit down thirteen to dinner. They do not expect 
any evd to themselves particularly for permittino- it 
or sharing in it, but they cannot get out of their heads 
the idea that some one or more of the number wiU 
come to harm if the thing is done. This is what Jir. 
Tylor calls survival in culture. The faint belief in the 
corporate liability of these thirteen is the feeble relic 
and last dying representative of that great principle of 
corporate liability to good and iU fortune which has 
filled such an immense place in the world. 

The traces of it are endless. Ton can hardly take up 
a book of travels in rude regions without finding ‘ I 
wanted to do so and so. But I was not permitted^ for 
the natives feared it might bring ill luck on the “party,” 
or perhaps the tribe.’ Mr. Galton, for instance, could 
hardly feed his people. The Damaras, he says, have 
nuinbeiiess superstitions about meat which are very 
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tronblesome. In tlie first place, eaeli tribe, or rather 
family, is prohibited from eating cattle of certain 
colours, savages Srfio come from the siin^ eschewing 
sheep spotted in a particular way, which those ^ who 
come from the rain ^ have no objection to. he 

says, there are five or six eandas or descents, and I 
had men from most of them with me, I could hardly 
hill a sheep that everybody would eat ; ’ and he could 
not keep his meat, for it had to be given away because 
it was commanded by one suf)erstition, nor buy milk, 
the staple food of those parts, because it was prohibited 
by another. And so on without end. Doin^ aiiytliin^^ 
unlucky is in tkeir idea wliat putting on sometliing 
tliat atijraets tlie electric. finid. is in fact. You cannot 
be sure that barm will not be done, not only to tbe 
person in fault, but to those about him too. As in tbe 
Scriptural phrase, doing what is of evil omen is ‘ like 
one that lettetli out water.’ He cannot tell what are 
tbe consequences of his act, who will share them, or 
how they can be prevented. 

In the earliest historical nations I need not say that 
the coipoiate liabilities of states is to a modern student 
then- most curious feature. The belief is indeed raised 
far above the notion of mere ‘ luck,’ hecanse there is a 
distinct belief in gods or a god whom the act offends. 
But the indiscriminate character of the punishment 
still survives ; not only the mutilator of the Hermaj 
but aB the Athenians— not only the violator of the 
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rites of tlie Bona clea^ but all tlie Romans — are liable 
to the curse engendered ; and so all through ancient 
history. The strength of the corporate anxiety so 
created is known to every one. hTot only was it greatei' 
than any anxiety about personal property, but it was 
immeasurably greater. Naturally, even reasonably we 
may say, it was greater. The dread of the powers of 
nature, or of the beings who rule those powers, is 
properly, upon grounds of reason, as much greater than 
any other dread as the might of the powers of nature is 
superior to that of any other powers. If a tribe or 
a nation have, by a contagious faiiicy, come to believe 
that the doing of any one thing by any number will be 
unlucky/ that is, will bring an intense and vast lia- 
bility on them all, then that tribe and that nation will 
prevent the doing of that thing more than anything 
else. They will deal with the most cherished chief who 
even by chance. should do it, as in a similar case the 
sailors dealt with Jonah, 

I do not of course mean that this strange condition of 
mind as it seems to us was the sole source of early cus- 
toms. On the contrary, man might be described as a 
custom-making animal with more justice than by many 
of the short descriptions. In whatever way a man has 
done anything once, he has a tendency to do it again : 
if he has done it several times he has a great tendency 
so to do it, and what is more, he has a great tendency 
to make others do it also. He transmits his formed 
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easterns to his children by example and by teaching. 
^ ^ IS rae now of human nature, and will always be 

iTih.T ^ peculiar in early societies 

or Kter^^^^ ° customs there grows sooner 

or later a semi-supernatural sanction. The whole com- 
munity IS possessed with the idea that if the urimal 
usages of the tribe be broken, harm unspeakable will 
happen in ways you cannot think of, and from sources 

LurZr As people now-a-days believe that 

an en 11 even 

that L times people believed 

r any breach of sacred custom certain retribution 

ould happen^ To this day many semi-civilised races 
ve gieat difficulty m regarding any arrangement as 
binding and conclusive unless they can also ilnag to 
look aUt as an inherited usage. Sir H. Maine, his 

, gnes a most curious case. The English 
Government in India has in tv, or. ^ , 

fireat wm-lrc • • z- many cases made new and 
great works of irrigation, of which no ann,-n„f t r 

Government ever thouo-ht • and i+ 1 , mlian 

the na+rVa -n ^ generally left it to 

man oftb to say what share each 

village autir-r^^i^ “ the water; and the 

of mntf ! accordingly laid down a series 

that in no case do ri , f "’““''“‘i' “ 

tte-oersoLCst enninate from 

M peisonal mthonfy of tliefr author or authors which 

rests on grounds of reason not on grounds of inlTr 

nor do they assume to be dictated by a 
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sense of equity ; there is alwaj^-s^ I am assured, a sort of 
■fiction under ■which some customs as to the distribution 
of watei aie suj^posed to have emanated from a remote 
antiquity, although, in fact, no such artificial supply 
had ever been so much as thought of/ So difficult does 
this ancient race — like, probably, in this respect so 
much of the ancient world — find it to imagine a rule 
which is obligatory, but not traditional. 

The ready formation of custom-making groups in 
early society must have been greatly helped by the 
easy divisions of that society. Much of the world— all 
Europe, for example — was then covered by the primeval 
fores fc ; men had only conquered, and as yet could only 
conquer, a few plots and corners from it. These naiTovr 
spaces were soon exhausted, and if numbers grew some 
of the new people must move. Accordingly, migrations 
were constant, and were necessary. And these migra- 
tions were not like those of modern times. There was 
no such feeling as binds even Americans who hate, or 
speak as if they hated, the present political England— 
nevertheless to ^ the old home.^ There was then no 
organised means of communication — no practical com- 
munication, we may say, between parted members of 
the same group ; those who once went out from the 
parent society went out for ever ; they left no abiding 
remembrance, and they kept no abiding regard. Even 
the language of the parent tribe and of the descended 
tribe would differ in a generation or two. There beino- 
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no written literature and no spoken intercourse, the 
speech of both -would vary (the speech of such com- 
munities is always varying), and would vary in different 
directions. One set of causes, events, and associations 
would act on one, and another set on another ; sectional 
differences would soon arise, and, lor speaking purposes, 
what philologists call a dialectical difference often 
amounts to real and total diherence ! no connected^ 
interchange of thought is possible any longer. Sepa- 
rate groups soon ‘ set up house ; ’ the early societies 
be<^in a new set of customs, acquire and keep a distinct 

and special ‘ luck.’ 

If it were not for this facility of new formations, one 
good or bad custom would long since have ‘ corrupted ’ 
the world ; but even this would not have been enough but 
for those continual wars, of which I have spoken at such 
length in the essay on ‘ The Use of Conflict,’ that I need 
say nothing now. These are by their incessant fractures 
of old images, and by their constant infusion of new ele- 
ments, the real regenerators of society. And whatever' be 
the truth or falsehood of the general dislike to mixed 
and half-bred races, no such suspicion was probably ap- 
iflicable to the early mixtures of primitive society. Sup- 
posing, as is likely, each great aboriginal race to have 
had its own quarter of the world (a quaider, as it would 
seem, corresponding to the special quarters in which, 
plants and animals are divided), then the immense 
majority of the mixtures would be between men of 
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different tribes but of the same stock, and this no one 

> 

would object to, but every one would praise. 

In general, too, the conquerors would be better than 
the conquered (most merits in early society are more or 
less military merits), but they would not be very much 
better, for the lowest steps in the ladder of civilisation 
are very steep, and the effort to mount them is slow and 
tedious. And this is probably the better if they are to 
produce a good and quick effect in civilising those they 
have conquered. The experience of the English in 
India shows — if it shows anything — ^that a highly 
civilised race may fail in producing a rapidly excellent 
effect on a less civilised race, because it is too good and 
too different. The two are not ea rapjport together ; the 
merits of the one are not the merits prized by the other ; 
the manner-language of the one is not the manner-lan- 
guage of the other. The higher being is not and cannot 
be a model for the lower ; he could not mould himself 
on it if he would, and would not if he could. Conse- 
quently, the two races have long lived together, ‘ near 
• and yet far off,’ daily seeing one another and daily 
interchanging superficial thoughts, but in the depths of 
their mind separated by a whole era of civilisation, and so 
affecting one another only a little in comparison with 
what might have been hoped. But in early societies 
there were no such great differences, and the rather 
superior conqueror must have easily impi'oved the 
rather inferior conquered. 
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It is in the interior of these customary groups that 
national characters are formed. As I wrote a whole 
essay on the manner of this before, I cannot speak of it 
now. By proscribing nonconformist members for gene- 
rations, and cherishing and rewarding conformist mem- 
bers, nonconformists become fewer and fewer, and 
conformists more and more. Most men mostly imitate 
what they see, and catch the tone of what they hear, 
and so a settled type — a persistent character — is formed. 
Nor is the process wholly mental. I cannot agree, 
though the greatest authorities say it, that no ^nn- 
conscious selection ^ has been at work at the breed of 
man. If neither that nor conscious selection has been 
at work, how did there come to be these breeds, and 
such there are in the greatest numbers, though we call 
them nations ? In societies tyrannically customary, un- 
congenial minds become first cowed, then melancholy, 
then out of health, and at last die. A Shelley in New 
England could hardly have lived, and a race of Shelleys 
would have been impossible. Mr. Galton wishes that 
breeds of men should be created by matching men with 
marked characteristics with women of like characteris- 
tics. But surely this is what nature has been doiiii^ 
time out of mind, and most in the rudest nations and 
hardest times. Nature disheartened in each generation 
the ill-fitted members of each customary group, so de- 
prived them of their full vigoui*, oi*, if they were weakly, 
killed them. The Spartan character was formed be- 
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cause none but people witli a Spartan make of mind 
could endure a Spartan existence. The early Roman 
character was so formed too. Perhaps all very marked 
national characters can be traced back to a time of 
rigid and pervading discipline. In modern times, when 
society is more tolerant, new national characters are 
neither so strong, so featurely, nor so uniform. 

In this manner society was occupied in pre-historic 
times, — it is consistent with and exx3licable by our 
general principle as to savages, that society should for 
ages have been so occupied, strange as that conclusion 
is, and incredible as it would be, if we had not been 
taught by experience to believe strange things. 

Secondly, this principle and this conception of pre- 
historic times explain to us the meaning and the origin 
of the oldest and strangest of social anomalies — an 
anomaly which is among the first things history tells 
us — the existence of caste nations. Nothing is at first 
sight stranger than the aspect of those communities 
where several nations seem to be bound up together- — 
where each is governed by its own rule of law, where 
no one pays any deference to the rule of law of any of 
the others. But if our principles be true, these are j ust 
the nations most likely to last, ‘which would have a 
special advantage in early times, and would probably 
not only maintain themselves, but conquer and Iciil 
out others also. The characteristic necessity of early 
society as we have seen, is strict usage and binding 
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coercive custom. But the obvious result and inevitable 
evil of that is monotony in, society 5 no one can be 
much different from his fellows, or can cultivate his 
difference. 

Such societies are necessarily weak from the want of 
variety in their elements. But a caste nation is various 
and composite ; and has in a mode suited to early 
societies the constant co-operation of conti^asted persons, 
•which in a later age is one of the greatest triumphs of 
civilisation. In a primitive age the division between 
the warrior caste and the priestly caste is especially 
advantageous. Little popular and little deserving to 
be popular now-a-days as are priestly hierarchies, most 
probably the beginnings of science were made in 
such, and were for ages transmitted in such. An 
intellectual class was in that age only possible when 
it was protected by a notion that whoever hurt them 
would certainly be punished by heaven. In this class 
apart discoveries were slowly made and some beginning 
of mental discipline was slowly matured. But such a 
community is necessarily unwarlike, and the superstition 
which protects priests from home murder will not aid 
them in conflict with the foreigner. Few nations mind 
killing their enemies’ priests, and many priestly civili- 
sations have perished without record before they well 
began . But such a civilisation will not perish if a warrior 
caste is tacked on to it and is bound to defend it. On the 
contrary, such a civilisation will be singularly likely to 
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live. Tlie head of the sage ■will help the arm of the 
soldier. 

That a nation divided into castes must be a most 
difficult thing to fo-und is plain. Probably it could only 
begin in a country several times conquered, and where 
the boundaries of each caste rudely coincided with the 
boundaries of certain sets of victors and vanquished. 
But, as we now see, when founded it is a likely nation 
to last. A party-coloured community of many tribes 
and many usages is more likely to get on, and help 
itself, than a nation of a single lineage and one mono- 
tonous rule. I say ‘ at first,’ because I apprehend that 
in this case, as in so many others in the puzzling history 
of progress, the very institutions which most aid at step 
number one are precisely those which most impede at 
step number two. The whole of a caste nation is more 
various than the whole of a non-caste nation, but each 
caste itself is more monotonous than anything is, or can 
be, in a non-caste nation. Gradually a habit of action and 
type of mind forces itself on each caste, and it is little 
likely to be rid of it, for all who enter it are taught in 
one way and trained to the same employment. Several 
non-caste nations have stiU continued to progress. But 
all caste nations have stopped early, though some have 
lasted long. Each colour in the singular composite 
of these tesselated societies has an indelible and in vari- 
able shade. 

Thirdly, we see why so few nations have made rapid 
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advance, and how many have become stationary. It is 
in the process of becoming' a nation, and in order to 
become such, that they subjected themselves to the in- 
fluence which has made them stationary. They could 
nOb become a real nation without binding themselves by 
a fixed law and usage, and it is the fixity of that law 
and usage which has kept them as they were evei* 
since. I wrote a whole essay on this before, so I need 
say nothing now ; and I only name it because it is one 
of the most important consequences of this view of 
society, if not indeed the most important. 

Again, we can thus explain one of the most curious 
facts of the present world. ‘'Manner,' says a shrewd 
observer, who has seen much of existing life, ^ manner 
gets regularly worse as you go from the East to the 
est ; ifc is best in Asia, not so good in Europe, and 
altogether bad in the western states of America.' And 
the reason is this— an imposing manner is a dignified 
usage, which tends to preserve itself and also all other 
existing usages along with itself. It tends to induce 
tiie obedience of mankind. One of the cleverest novelists 
of the present day has a curious dissertation; to settle 
why on the hunting-field, and in all collections of men, 
some men snub and some men get snubbed , ' and why 
society recognises in each case the ascendancy or the 
subordination as if it was right. ^ It is not at all,' 
Ml. Trollope fully explains, ‘'rare ability which gains 
the supremacy ; very often the ill-treated man is quite 
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as clever as tlie man wlio ill-treats him. ITor does it 
absolutely depend on wealth ; for, though great wealth 
is almost always a protection from social ignominy , and 
whl always ensure a passive respect, it will not in a 
miscellaneous group of men of itself gain an active 
power to snub others. Schoolboys, in the same way,’ 
the novelist adds, ‘ let some boys have dominion, and 
make other boys, slaves.’ And he decides, no doubt 
truly, that in each case something in the manner or 
o-ait ’ of the supreme boy or man has much to do with 
it. On this account in early society a dignified manner 
is of essential importance; it is, then, not only a,n 
auxiliary mode of acquiring respect, but a principal 
mode. The competing institutions which have now 
much superseded it, had not then begun. Ancient in- 
stitutions or venerated laws did not then exist ; and the 
habitual ascendancy of grave manner was a primary 
force in winning aUd calming mankind. To this day it 
is rare to find a savage chief without it ; and almost 
always they greatly excel in it. Only last year a red 
Indian chief came from the prairies to see President 
Grant, and everybody declared that he had the best 
manners in Washington. The secretaries and heads of 
departments seemed vulgar to him ; though, of course, 
intrinsically they were infinitely above him, for he was 
only ‘ a plundering rascal.’ But an impressive manner 
had been a tradition in the societies in which he had 
lived, hecausedt was of great value in those societies ; 
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and it is not a tradition in America, for nowhere is it 
less thouglit of, or of less use, than in a rough English 
colony ; the essentials of civilisation there depend on 
far different influences. 

And manner, being so useful and so important, 
usages and customs grow up to develop it. Asiatic 
society is full of such things, if it should not rather be 
said to be composed of them. 

From the spirit and decision of a public envoy upon 
ceremonies and forms,^ says Sir John Malcolm, the 
Persians very generally form their opinion of the 
character of the country he represents. This fact I had 
read in books, and all I saw convinced me of its truth. 
Fortunately the Elchee had resided at some of the 
principal courts of India, whose usages are very similar. 
He was, therefore, deeply versed in that important 
science denominated ^^Kdida-e-nishest-oo-berkhast ’’ (or 
the art of sitting and rising), in which is included a 
knowledge of the forms and manners of good society, 
and particularly those of Asiatic kings and their courts. 

He was quite aware, on his first arrival in Persia, of 
the consequence of every step he took on such delicate 
points ; he was, therefore, anxious to fight all his 
battles legaiding ceremonies before he came near the 
xbotstool of royalty. We were consequently plagued, 
from the moment we landed at Ambusheher, till we 
leached Shiraz, with daily almost hourly drilling, that 
we might be perfect in our demeanour at all places, and 
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under all circnmstances. We were carefully instructed 
where to ride in a procession, where to stand or sit 
within-doors, when to rise from our seats, how far to 
advance to meet a visitor, and to what part of the tent 
or house we were to follow him when he departed, if he 
was of sufficient rank to make us stir a step. 

The regulations of our idsings and standings, and 
movings and reseatings, were, however, of comparatively 
less importance than the time and manner of smoking 
our Kellians and taking our coiSee. It is quite as- 
tonishing how much depends upon coffee and tobacco 
in Persia. Men are gratified or offended, according to 
the mode in which these favourite refreshments are 
offered. You welcome a visitor, or send him off, by the 
way in which you call for a pipe or a cup of coffee. 
Then you mark, in the most minute manner, every shade 
of attention and consideration, by the mode in which he 
is treated. If he be above you, you present these re- 
freshments yourself, and do not partake till commanded; 
if equal, you exchange pipes, and present him with 
coffee, taking the next cup yourself ; if a little below 
you, and you wish to pay him attention, you leave him 
to smoke his own pipe, but the servant gives him, 
according to your condescending nod, the first cup of 
coffee ; if much inferior, you keep your distance and 
maintain your rank, by taking the first cup of coffee 
yourself, and then directing the servant, by a wave of 
the hand, to help the guest. 
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^ When a visitor arrives, the coffee and pipe are called 
for to welcome him ; a second call for these articles 
announces that he may depart ; but this pai*t of the 
ceremony varies according to the relative rank or inti- 
macy of the parties. 

^ These matters may appear light to those with whom, 
observances of this character are habits, not rules 5 but 
in this country they are of i3rimary consideration, a 
man’s importance with himself and with others depend- 
ing on them.’ 

In ancient customary societies the influence of man- 
ner, which is a primary influence, has been settled into 
rules, so that it may aid established usag'es and not 
thwart them — that it may, above all, augment the lialit 
of going by custom, and not break and weaken it. 
Iveiy aid, as we have seen, was wanted to impose the 
yoke of custom upon such societies ; and impressing the 

power of manner to serve them was one of the greatest 
aids. 

And lastly, we now nnderstand why order and civi- 
lisation are so unstable even in progressive communities. 
We see frequently in states what physiologists call 
Atavism ’ the return, in part, to the unstable nature 
of their barbarous ancestors. Such scenes of cruelty 
and hoiTor as happened in the great French Eevolu- 
tion, and as happen, more or less, in every great riot 
have always been said to bring out a secret and sup- 
pressed side of human nature ; and we now see that 
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tliey were the outbreak of inherited passions long re- 
pressed by fixed cnstomj but starting into life as soon 
as that repression was catastrophically removed, and 
when sudden choice was given. The irritability of 
inaiikiiid, too, is only part of their imperfect, transitory 
civilisation and of their original savage nature. They 
could not look steadily to a given end for an hour in 
their pre-liistoric state ; and even now, when excited or 
when suddenly and wholly thrown out of their old 
grooves, they can scarcely do so. Even some very high 
races, as the French and the Irish, seem, in troubled 
times hardly to be stable at all, but to be carried every- 
where as the passions of the moment and the ideas 
generated at the hour may determine. But, thoroughly 
to deal with such phenomena as these, we must examine 
the inode in which national characters can be emanci- 
pated from the rule of custom, and can be prepared for 
the use of choice. 
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No. V. 

THE AGE OF EISCUS8I0N. 

The greatest living contrast is between the old Eastern 
and cnstomary civilisations and the new "Western and 
changeable civilisations. A year or two ago an inquiry 
was made of our most intelligent officers in the East, 
not as to whether the English Government were really 
doing good in the East, but as to whether the natives 
of India themselves thought we were doing good ; to 
which, in a majority of cases, the officers who were the 
best authority, answered thus ; ‘ No doubt you are 
giving the Indians many great benefits : you give them 
continued peace, free trade, the right to live as they like, 
subject to the laws ; in these points and others they are 
far better off than they ever were ; but still they cannot 
make you out. What puzzles them is your constant 
disposition to change, or as you call it, improvement. 
Their own life in every detail being regulated by ancient 
nsa^jje, they cannot comprehend a policy which is always 
brmging something new ; they do not a bit believe that 
the desire to make them comfortable and happy is the 
root of it; they believe, on the contrary, that you are 
aimmg at something which they do not understand— 
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that yon mean to “take away their religion;” in a 
noidj that the end and object of all these continnal 
changes is to make Indians not what they are and 
what they like to be, bnt something new and different 
from what they are, and what they would not like to 
be.’ In the East, in a word, we are attempting to put 
new wine into old bottles— to pour what we can of a 
civilisation whose spirit is progress into the form of a 
civilisation whose spirit is fixity, and whether we shall 
succeed or not is perhaps the most interesting question 

in an age abounding almost beyond example in questions 
of political interest. 

Historical inquiries show that the feeling of the 
Hindoos is the old feeling, and that the feeling of the 
Englishman is a modern feeling. ‘ Old law rests,’ as 
Sii Henry Maine puts it, ‘ not on contract but on 
status.’ The life of ancient civilisation, so far as legal 
records go, runs back to a time when every important 
paiticular of life was settled by a usage which was 
social, political, and religious, as we should now say, 
all in one— which those who obeyed it could not have 
been able to analyse, for those distinctions had no place 
in their mind and language, but which they felt to be a 
usage of imperishable import, and above all things to 
be kept unchanged. In former papers I have shown, 
or at least tried to show, why these customary civilisa- 
tions were the only ones which suited an early society ; 
why, so to say, they alone could have been first; in what 
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manner tliey had in their very structure a decisive ad- 
vantage over all competitors. But now comes the 
'further question : If fixity is an invariable ingredient 
:m early civilisations, how then did any civilisation 
become unfixed? No doubt most civilisations stuck 
where they first were ; no doubt we see now why stag- 
nation is the rule of the world, and why progress is the 
very rare exception ; but we do not learn what it is 
which has caused progress in these few cases, or the 
absence of what it is which has denied it in all others. 

To this question history gives a very clear and very 
remarkable answer. It is that the change from the ao-e 
of status to the age of choice was first made in states 
where the government was to a great and a growino- 
extent a government by discussion, and where the sub- 
jects of that discussion were in some degree absti'act, or, 
as we should say, matters of principle. It was in the 
small republics of Greece and Italy that the chain of 
custom was first broken. ‘ Liberty said. Let there be 
h^^^? and, like a sunrise on the sea, A_thens ai'ose,^ says 
Shelley, and his historical philosophy is in this ease far 
more correct than is usual with him. A free state— a 
state with liberty— means a state, call it republic or call 
it monarchy, in which the sovereign power is divided 
between many persons, and in which there is a discus- 
sion among those persons. Of these the Greek republics 
were the first in history, if not in time, and Athens was 
the greatest of those republics. 
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After tlie event it is easy to see wliy the teaching of 
history should be this and nothing else. It is easy to 
see why the common discussion of common actions or 
common interests should become the root of change and 
progress. In early society^ originality in life was for- 
bidden and repressed by the fixed rule of life. It may 
not tave been quite so much so in Ancient Greece as in 
some other parts of the world. But it was veiy much 
so even there. As a recent writer has well said^ ^ Law 
then presented itself to men’s minds as something 
venerable and unchangeable^ as old as the city; it had 
been delivered by the founder himself, when he laid the 
walls of the city;, and kindled its sacred fire.’ An 
ordinary man who wished to strike out a new path;, to 
begin a new and important practice by himself, would 
have been peremptorily required to abandon his novelties 
on pain of death ; he was deviating, he would be told, 
from the ordinances imposed by the gods on his nation, 
and he must not do so to please himself. On the con- 
trary, others were deeply interested in his actions. If 
he disobeyed, the gods might inflict grievous harm on 
all the people as well as him. Bach partner in the 
most ancient kind of -partnerships was supposed to have 
the power of attracting the wrath of the divinities, on 
the entire firm, upon the other partners quite as much 
a.s upon himself. The quaking bystander’s in a super- 
stitious age would soon have slain an isolated bold man 
in the beginning of his innovations. What Macaulay 



PHYSICS AND POLITICS. 


160 

so relied on as the incessant source of progress — the 
desire of man to better his condition — ^was not then 
permitted to work ; man was required to live as his an- 
cestors had lived. 

Still further away from those times were the ^free 
thought ’ and the ^advancing sciences ’ of which we now 
hear so much. The first and most natural subject upon 
which human thought concerns itself is religion ; the 
first wish of the half-emancipated thinker is to use his 
reason on the great problems of human destiny— to 
find out whence he came and whither he goes^ to form 
for himself the most reasonable idea of God which he 
can form. But, as Mr. Grote happily said — This is 
usually what ancient times would not let a man do. 
His gem or his ^parpta required him to believe as they 
believed.^ Toleration is of all ideas the most modern^ 
because the notion that the bad religion of A cannot 
impair, here or hereafter, the welfare of B, is, strange 
to say, a modern idea. And the help of ^ science,’ at 
that stage of thought, is still more nugatory. Physical 
science, as we conceive it— that is, the systematic in- 
vestigation of external nature in detail— did not then 
exist. A few isolated observations on surface thing’s 

'to 

a half-correct calendar, secrets mainly of priestly in- 
vention, and in priestly custody— were all that was 
then imagined ; the idea of using a settled study of 
nature as a basis for the discovery of new instruments 
and new things, did not then exist. It is indeed a 
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modern idea, and is peculiar to a few European countries 
even yet. In tlie most intellectual city of tlie ancient 
worlds in its most intellectual age, Socrates, its most 
intellectual iiiliabitaiit, discouraged the study of physics 
because they engendered uncertainty, and did not aug- 
ment human happiness. The kind of knowledge which 
is most connected with human progress now was that 
least connected with it then. 

But a government by discussion, if it can be borne, 
at once breaks down the yoke of fixed custom. The 
idea of the two is inconsistent. As far as it goes, the 
mere putting up of a subject to discussion, with the 
object of being guided by that discussion, is a clear ad- 
mission that that subject is in no degree settled by 
established rule, and that men are free to choose in it. 
It is an admission too that there is no sacred authority 

no one transcendent and divinely appointed man 
whom in that matter the community is bound to obey. 
And if a single subject or gTOup of subjects be once 
admitted to discussion, ere long the habit of discussion 
comes to be established, the sacred charm of use and 
wont to be dissolved. Democracy,’ it has been said in 
modern times, "is like the grave; it takes, but it does 
not give.^ The same is true of " discussion.’ Once effec- 
tually submit a subject to that ordeal, and you can never 
withdraw it again ; you can never again clothe it with 
mystery, or fence it by consecration ; it remains for ever 
0|)en to free choice, and exposed to profane deliberation. 

33C 
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The only subjects wMch can be first submitted, or 
wliicb. till a very late age of civilisation can be submitted 
to discussion in the community, are the questions in- 
volving the visible and pressing interests of the com- 
munity 5 they are political questions of high and urgent 
import. If a nation has in any considerable degree 
gained the habit, and exhibited the capacity, to discuss 
these questions with freedom, and to decide them with 
discretion, to argue much on politics and not to argue 
ruinously, an enormous advance in other kinds of civi- 
lisation may confidently be predicted for it. And the 
reason is a plain deduction from the principles which 
we have found to guide early civilisation. ' The first 
pre-historic men were passionate savages, with the 
greatest difficulty coerced into order and comnressed 
into a state. Tor ages were silent in beginning that 
order and founding that state ; tbe only sufficient and 
efiectual agent in so doing was consecrated custom ; but 
then that custom gathered over everything, arrested all 
onward progress, and stayed the originality of mankind. 
If, therefore, a nation is able to gain the benefit of 
custom without the evil — if after ages of waiting it can 
have order and choice together — at once the fatal cloo’ 
IS removed, and the ordinary springs of progress, as in 

a modern community we conceive them, begin their 
elastic action. 

Discussion, too, has incentives to progress peculiar to 
itself. It gives a premium to intelligence. To set out 
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tlie arguments required to determine political action 
with such force and effect that they really should deter- 
mine it, is a high and great exertion of intellect. Oi 
course, all such arguments are |)roduced under con- 
ditions ; the argument abstractedly best is not neces- 
sarily the winning argument. Political discussion 
must move those who have to act 5 it must be framed 
ill the ideas, and be consonant with the precedent, of 
its time, just as it must speak its language. But within 
these marked conditions good discussion is better than 
bad ; no people can bear a government of discussion for 
a day, which does not, within the boundaries of its pre- 
judices and its ideas, prefer good reasoning to bad 
reasoning, sound argument to unsound. A prize for 
argunientative mind is given in free states, to which no 
other states have anything to compare. 

Tolerance too is learned in discussion, and, as history 
shows, is only so learned. In all customary societies 
bigotry is the ruling principle. In rude places to this 
day any one who says anything new is looked on with 
suspicion, and is persecuted by opinion if not injured 
by penalty. One of the greatest pains to human nature 
-is the pain of a new idea. It is, as common people 
say, so ^upsetting; ’ it makes you think that, after all, 
your favourite notions may be wrong, your firmest 
beliefs ill-founded ; it is certain that till now there was 
no place allotted in your mind to the new and startling 
inhabitant, and now that it has conquered an entrance 
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yon do not at onco seo wMcli of your old idoas it ■will or 
will not turn out, with which of them it can be recon- 
ciledj and with which it is at essential enmity. 
N^atiirally, therefore^ common men hate a new idea, 
and arc disposed more or less to ill-treat the oris*inal 

O 

man who bring’s it. Even nations with long' habits of 
discussion are intolerant enough. In England^ where 
there is on the whole probably a freer discussion of a 
greater number of subjects than ever was before in the 
worldj we know how much power bigotry retains. But 
discussion, to be successful, requires tolerance. It fails 
wherever, as in a French political assembly, any one 
who hears anything which he dislikes tries to howl it 
down. If we know that a nation is capable of enduring 
continuous discussion, we know that it is capable of 
practising with equanimity continuous tolerance. 

The power of a government by discussion as an in- 
strument of elevation plainly depends — other things 
being equal on the greatness or littleness of the things 
to be discussed. There are periods when great ideas 
are / in the air, ^ and when, from some cause or other, 
even common persons seem to partake of an unusual 
eleYation. The age of Elizabeth in England was con- 
spicuously such a time. The new idea of the Eefor- 
mation in religion, and the enlargement of the mcenia 
mundi by the discovery of new and singular lands, taken 
together, gave an impulse to thought which few, if any, 
ages can equal. The discussion, though not wholly 
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free, was yet far freer than in the average of ao-es and 
countries. Accordingly, every pursuit seemed to start 
forward. Poetry, science, and architecture, different as 
they are, and removed as they all are at first sight from 

0^1.7 suddenly started 

onward. Macaulay would have said you might rightly 

read the power of discussion ‘ in the poetry of Shake 
»pea„, in p,„.e of Bacon, in the cLu of Witt 
and the stately pinnacles of Burleigh.’ This ?s in 
truth, but another case of the principle of which I have 
had occasion to say so much as to the character of a^es 
and countries. If any particular power is much priLd 
m an age, those possessed of that power will be 
imitated ; those deficient in that power will be de- 
spised. In consequence an unusual quantity of that 
powei will be developed, and be conspicuous. Within 
certain limits vigorous and elevated thought was re- 
spected in Elizabeth’s time, and, therefore, vigorous 
and elevated thmkers were many ; and the effect went 
ar beyond the cause. It penetrated into physical 
science, for which very few men cared ; and it began a 
reform in philosophy to which almost all were then 
opposed. In a word, the temper of the age encouraged 
originality, and in consequence original men started 
into prominence, went hither and thither where they 
liked, arrived at goals which the age never expected, 
tiiid so inado it ovor mcmorablo. 

In this mamieivall the great movements of thoiio'ht 

O’** ^ 
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in ancient and modern times have been nearly con- 
nected in time with government by discussion. Athens^ 
Eome, the Italian republics of the Middle Ages, the 
communes and states-general of feudal Europe, have all 
had a special and peculiar quickening influence, which 
they owed to their freedom, and which states without 
that freedom have never communicated. And it has 
been at the time of great epochs of thought — at the 
Peloponnesian war, at the fall of the Eoman Eepublic, 
at the Eeformation, at the French Eevolution — that 
such liberty of speaking and thinking have produced 
their full effect. 

It is on this account that the discussions of savag*© 

tribes hare produced so little effect in emancipating 
those tribes from their despotic customs. The oratory 
of the Noi-th American Indian— the first savage whose 
peculiarities fixed themselves in the public imagination 
— ^has become celebrated, and yet the Worth American 
Indians were scarcely, if at all, better orators than many 
other savages. Almost all of the savages who have 
melted away before the Englishman were better speakers 
than he is. But the oratory of the savages has led to 
nothing, and was likely to lead to nothing. It is a 
discussion not of princiifies, but of undertakings ; its 
topics are whether expedition A will answer, and should 
be undertaken; whether expedition B will not answer, 
and should not be undertaken; whether village A is 
the best village to plunder, or whether viUage B is a 
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!3etter. Such discussions augment the vigour of lan- 
guage, encourage a debating facility, and develop those 
gifts of demeanour and of gesture which excite the 
confidence of the hearers. But they do not excite the 
speculative intellect, do not lead men to argue specu- 
lative doctrines, or to question ancient principles. They, 
in some material respects, improve the sheep within the 
fold 5 but they do not help them or incline them to leap 
out of the fold. 

The next question, therefore, is, Why did discussions 
in some cases relate to prolific ideas, and why did dis- 
cussions in other cases relate only to isolated transac- 
tions ? The reply which history suggests is very clear 
and very remarkable. Some races of men at our earliest 
knowledge of them have already acquired the basis of a 
free constitution ; they have already the rudiments of a 
complex polity — a monarch, a senate, and a general 
meeting of citizens. The Greeks were one of those 
races, and it happened, as was natural, that there was 
in process of time a struggle, the earliest that we know 
of, between the aristocratical party, originally repre- 
sented by the senate, and the popular party, represented 
by the general meeting.’ This is plainly a question 
of principle, and its being so has led to its history 
being written more than two thousand years afterwards 
in a very remarkable manner. Some seventy years ago 
an English country gentleman named Mitford, who, 
like so many of his age, had been terrified into aristo-* 
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found t£ tTh ^ V French EeTOlution, suddenly 

und th.t the history of the Peloponnesian War was 
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aristocrat, wrote a reply, far aboye Mitford^s history in 
power and learning, but being in its main characteristic 
almost identical, being above all things a book of 
vigorous political passion, written for persons who care 
for politics, and not, as almost all histories of antiquity 
are and must be, the book of a man who cares for 
scholarship more than for anything else, written mainly 
if not exclusively, for scholars. And the effect of 
fundamental political discussion was the same in ancient 
as in modern times. The whole customary ways of 
thought were at once shaken by it, and shaken not 
only in the closets of philosophers, but in the common 
thought and daily business of ordinary men. The 
liberation of humanity,’ as Gioethe used to call it — the 
deliverance of men from the yoke of inherited usage, 
and of rigid, unquestionable law — was begun in Greece, 
and had many of its greatest effects, good and evil, on 
Greece. It is just because of the analogy between the 
controversies of that time and those of our times that 
some one has said, Classical history is a part of 
modern history ; it is mediaeval history only which is 
ancient.’ 

If there had been no discussion of principle in Greece, 
probably she would still have produced works of art. 
Homer contains no such discussion. The speeches in 
the Iliad,’ which Mr. Gladstone, the most competent of 
living judges, maintains to be the finest ever composed 
by man, are not discussions of principle. There is no 
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more tendency in tliem to critical disquisition iha.n 
there is to political economy. In Herodotus you have 
the beginning of the age of discussion. He belon.o-s in 
ins essence to the age -which is going out. He refers 
■uuth reTerence to established ordinance and fixed 
religion. Stilly iri nis tra-vels through Hreecej he must 
hare heard endless political arguments ; and accord- 
ingly you can find in his book many incipient traces of 
abstract political disquisition. The discourses on de- 
mocracy, aristocracy, and monarchy, which he puts 
mto the mouth of the Persian conspirators when the 
monarchy was vacant, have justly been called absurd 
as speeches supposed to have been spoken by those 
persons. No Asiatic ever thought of such things. You 
might as well imagine Saul or David speaking them as 
those to whom Herodotus attributes them. ^Thev are 
Greek speeches, full of free Greek discussion, and suo- 
gested by the experience, already considerable of tL 
Greeks in the results of discussion. The age of debat^^ 

IS beginning, and even Herodotus, the least of I 
TOangler of any man, and the most of a sweet and 
^mple narrator, felt the effect. When we come to 
ucydides, the results of discussion are as fuU as they 
b^e ever been ; his light is pure, ‘ dry light,’ free from 

usa e. As Giote s history often reads like a report to 

so lalf Ttajaito sesas Hke a spo^ os 
mtenils 'os a speeoh, in the Aaenian AasemWy.^ Of 
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later times it is tiiiiiecessarj to speak. Every page of 
Aristotle and Plato bears ample and indelible trace of 
tlie age of discussion in wkicb they lived ; and tbouglit 
cannot possibly be freer. Tlie deliverance of tbe specu- 
lative intellect from traditional and customary aiitbority 
was altogetlier complete. 

No doubt tbe ^ detacbment ^ from, prejudice, and tbe 
subjection to reason, wMcb I ascribe to ancient Athens, 
only went down a very little way among tbe population 
of it. Two great classes of tbe people, tbe slaves and 
women, were almost excluded from sucb qualities; even 
tbe free population doubtless contained a far greater 
proportion of very ignorant and very superstitious 
persons tban we are in tbe babit of imagining. We fix 
our attention on tbe best specimens of Athenian culture 
— on tbe books 'wbicb have descended to us, and we. 
forget that tbe corporate action of tbe Athenian people 
at various critical junctures exhibited the most gross 
superstition. Still, as far as tbe intellectual and culti- 
vated X3art of society is concerned, tbe triumph of reason 
was complete ; tbe minds of tbe bigbest philosophers 
were then as i^eady to obey evidence and reason as they 
have ever been since ; probably they were more ready. 
Tbe rule of custom over them at least bad been wholly 
broken, and tbe primary conditions of inteUectual pro- 
gress were in that respect satisfied. 

It may be said that I am giving too much weight to 
tbe classical idea of human development ; that history 
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contains the record of another progress as well • that ' 
a certain sense there was progress in Jndwn as well Z 
m iihens. And unquestionably there was proo-ress 

except religion and omit also all that the Texv. i \ 
learned from foreigners, it may be doubted if there L 
much else new between the time of Samuel and tint 

•X « ^cu^ion mere was progress, but witbnnf 

It tkete was aot any. This was duo to th, s. . 

that progress. All oyer anticinitv ,11 „ ° 

and oror other parts of the world 4'ich prosor‘° 

or less nearly their ancient condition C ” 7“ 

h wto ‘ko pries Z 

uihe itors of past accredited inspiration • the oil x’. Z 

prophet, the possessor of a like present ’ , 

Cui-tius describes the distinction well in relir^^^^T*^°”‘ 

condition of Greece with which histerr fi f"" 
us presents 

‘The mantic art is an institution totcPr tja* 

from the priesthood. It is based on the behi tl T’tT* 

gods are in coii^fTnf * 'x i wiat tlie 

gorernment of the world^^ wl ^ ^ 

thing both great and small, will not dlJn ■ T 

their will: nay it •^PApna to inaiiifest 

Mtch las arisen i7ha «"y 

world, this sho„y7 L77 77 

the world of nature if onlv m < 7 ® 

ttand and arail the7lves of 7se L7c7i 
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‘For this a siDecial capacity is requisite; not a 
capacity which can be learnt like a human art or science, 
but rather a peculiar state of grace in the case of 
single individuals and single families whose ears and 
eyes are opened to the divine revelations, and who 
participate more largely than the rest of mankind in 
the divine spirit. Accordingly it is their office and 
calling to assert themselves as organs of the divine will; 
they are justified in opposing their authority to every 
power of the world. On this head conflicts were un- 
avoidable, and the reminiscences living in the Greek 
people, of the agency of a Tiresias and Calchas, prove 
how the Heroic kings experienced not only support and 
aid, but also opposition and violent protests, from the 
mouths of the men of prophecy.’ 

In J udffia there was exactly the same opposition as 
elsewhere. All that is new comes from the prophets ; 
all which is old is retained by the priests. But the 
peculiarity of Judsea — a peculiarity which I do not for 
a moment pretend that I can explain— is that the 
prophetic revelations are, taken as a whole, indis- 
putably improvements; that they contain, as time 
goes on, at each succeeding epoch, higher and better 
views of religion. But the peculiarity is not to my 
present purpose. My point is that there is no 
such spreading impetus in progress thus caused as 
there is in progress caused by discussion. To receive 
a particular conclusion upon the ijpse dixit, upon the 
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RCCGptod autliority of 3^11 adniircd iiistriictory ,s ol^viously 
not so vivifying to the argumentative- and questioning 
intellect as to argue out conclusions for yourself. Ac- 
cordingly the religious progress caused by the prophets 
did not break down that ancient code of authoritative 
usage. On the contrary^ the two combined. In each 
veneration the conservative influence ^ built the se- 

o 

pulchres ^ and accepted the teaching’ of past piophetSj, 
even while it was slaying and persecuting those who 
were living. But discussion and custom cannot be 
thus combined ; their < method,’ as modern philosophers 
would aay, is antagonistic. Accordingly, the progress 
of the classical states gradually awakened the whole 
intellect; that of Judsea was partial and improved 
religion only. And, therefore, in a history of intel- 
lectual progress, the classical fills the superior and the 
Jewish the inferior place ; just as in a special history of 
theology only, the places of the two might be inter- 
changed. 

A second experiment has been tried on the same 

subject-matter. The characteristic of the Middle Ages 

may be approximately — though only approximately — 

described as a return to the period of authoritative 

usave and as an abandonment of the classical habit of 

independent and self-choosing thought. I do not for 

* 

an instant mean that this is an exact description of the 
main mediaeval characteristic ; nor can I discuss how 
far that characteristic was an advance upon those of 
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pievious^ times ; its triends say it is far better than the 
peculiarities of the classical period ; its enemies that it 
is far worse. But both friends and enemies will admit 
that the most marked feature of the Middle Ages may 
roughly be described as I have described it. And my 
point is that just as this mediseval characteristic was 
that of a return to the essence of the customary epoch 
which had marked the pre-Athenian times, so it was 
dissolved much in the same manner as the influence of 

Athens, and other influences like it, claim to have 

dissolved that customaiy e^poeh. 

The principal agent in breaking np the pereietent 
mediseval customs, which were so fixed that they seemed 
likely to last for ever, or tiU some historical catastrophe 
overwhelmed them, was the popular element in the 

everywhere diffused in the 
■Iiddle Ages. The Germanic tribes brought with them 
rm them ancient dwelling-place a polity containing, 

1 ie le classical, a Icing, a council, and a popular 
assembly ; and wherever they went, they carried these 
elements and varied them, as force compelled or circum- 
stances required. As far as England is concerned the 
excehent dissertations of Mr. Freeman and kir. stbb! 
have proved this in the amplest manner, and brought it 
home to persons who cannot claim to possess much 
an iquarian learning. The history of the English Con- 
stitution, as far as the world cares for it, is, in fact, the 
complex history of the popular element in this ancient 
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poiitj, wMcli was sonietimes wepwker and sometimes 


stronger, but wbicb. has never died out, lias coinnionly 
possessed great tliougb. varying power, and is now en- 
tirely predominant. The history of this growth is the 
history of the English people; and the discussions 


abor 


constitution and the discussions within 



the controversies as to its structure and the contro- 


versies as to its true effects, have mainly trained the 
English political intellect, in so far as it is trained. But 
in much of Euroiie, and in England particularly, the 
influence of religion has been very different from what 
it was in antiquity. It has been an influence of dis- 
cussion. Since Luther’s time there has been a con- 


viction more or less rooted, that a man may by an 
intellectual process think out a religion for himself, and 
that, as the highest of all duties, he ought to do so. 
The influence of the political discussion, and the 
influence of the religious discussion, have been so long 
and so firmly combined, and have so effectually enforced 
one another, that the old notions of loyalty, and fealty, 
and authority, as they existed in the Middle Ages, 
have now over the best minds almost no effect. 

It is true that the iufluence of discussion is not the 
only force which has produced this vast effect. Both 
in ancient and in modern times other forces co-operated 
with it. Trade, for example, is obviously a force which 
has done much to bring men of different customs and 
different beliefs into close contiguity, and has thus 
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aided to eliangethe customs and the beliefs of them all 
Colomsation is another such influence : it settles men 
among aborigines of alien race and usages, and it com- 
monly compels the colonists not to be over-strict in the 
cnoice of their own elements; they are obliged to 
coalesce with and ‘ adopt’ useftd bands and useMmen 
though their ancestral customs may not be identical 
nay, though they may be, in fact, opposite to thmr 
own. In modern Europe, the existence of a cosmopolite 
Church, claiming to be above nations, and reallv ex- 
tending through nations, and the scattered remains of 
Eoman law and Eoman civiHsation co-operated with the 
liberating influence of political discussion. And so did 
other causes also. But perhaps in no ease have these 
subsidiary causes alone been able to generate intel- 
lectual freedom; certainly in all the most remarkable 
cases the influence of discussion has presided at th.^ 
creation of that freedom, and has been active and 
dominant in it. 

2Io doubt apparent eases of exception may easfly be 
found. It may be said that in the court of Auo-ustu- 
there was much general inteUeetual fi’eedom, an dmost 
entire detachment fi’om ancient prejudice, but that 
there was no free political discussion at all. But, then, 
the ornaments of that time were derived from a time of 
great freedom: it was the repubHc which trained the 
men whom the empire ruled. The close congregation 
of most miscellaneous elements under the empire, was. 
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no doubt, of itself unfavourable to inherited prejudice, 
and favourable to intellectual exertion. Yet, except 
in the instance of the Church, vrhich is a peculiar sub- 
ject that requires a separate discussion, how little was 
added to what the republic left ! The power of fi-ee 
interchange of ideas being wanting, the ideas them- 
selves %vere barren. Also, no doubt, much intellectual 
freedom may emanate from countries of free political 
discussion, and penetrate to countries where that dis- 
cussion is limited. Thus the intellectual freedom of 
France in the eighteenth century was in great part 
owing to the proximity of and incessant intercourse 
with England and Holland. Voltaire resided among 
us ; and every page of the ‘ Esprit des Lois ’ proves how 
much Montesquieu learned from living here. But, of 
course, it was only part of the French culture which 
was so derived : the germ might be foreign, but the 
tissue was native. And very naturally, for it would be 
absurd to call the anciehi regime a government without 
discussion : discussion abounded there, only, by reason 
of the bad form of the government, it was never sure 
wuth ease and certainty to affect political action. The 
uespotism ‘ tempered by epigram,’ was a government 
which permitted argument of licentious freedom within 
changing limits, and which was ruled by that argument 
spasmodically and practically, though not in nime or 
consistently. 

But though in the earliest and in the latest time 
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government by discussion has been a principal organ 
for improving mankind, yet, from its origin, it is a 
plant of singular delicacy. At first tbe chances are 
much against its living. In the beginning, the mem- 
bers of a free state are of necessity few. The essence 
of it requires that discussion shall be brought home to 
those members. But in early time, when writing is 
difiScult, reading rare, and representation undiscovered, 
those who are to be guided by the discussion must hear 
it with their own ears, must be brought face to face 
with the orator, and must feel his influence for them- 
selves. The first free states were little towns, smaller 
than any political division which we now have, except 
the Eepublic of Andorre, which is a sort of vestige of 
them. It is in the market-place of the country town, 
as we should now speak, and in petty matters concern- 
ing the market-town, that discussion began, and thither 
all the long train of its consequences may be traced 
back. Some historical inquirers, like myself, can 
hardly look at such a place without some sentimental 
musing, poor and trivial as the thing seems. But such 
small towns are very feeble. Humbers in the ‘earliest 
wars, as in the latest, are a main source of victory. 
And in early times one kind of state is very common 
and is exceedingly numerous. In every quarter of the 
globe we find great populations compacted by tradi- 
tional custom and consecrated sentiment, which are 
ruled by some soldier — generally some soldier of a 
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foreign tribe, wlio bas conquered tbem, and, as it has 
been said, ‘ vaulted on the back ’ of them, or u-hose 
ancestors have done so. These great populations, ruled 
by a single will, have, doubtless, trodden down and 
destroyed innumerable little cities who were just be- 
p'innina their freedom. 

In this way the Greek cities in Asia were subjected 
to the Persian Power, and so ought the cities in Greece 
proper to have been subjected also. Every schoolboy 
must have felt that nothing but amazing folly and un- 
matched mismanagement saved Greece from conquest 
both in the time of Xerxes and in that of Darius. ’The 
fortunes of intellectual civilisation were then at the 
mercy of what seems an insignificant probability. If 
the Persian leaders had only shown that decent skill 
and ordinary military prudence which it was likely they 
would show, Grecian fireedom would have been at an 
end. Athens, like so many Ionian cities on the other 
side of the ^gean, would have been absorbed into a 
great despotism; all we now remember her for we 
should not remember, for it would never have occurred. 
Her citizens might have been ingenious, and imitative, 
and clever; they could not certainly have been free 
and original. Eome was preserved from subjection to 
a great empire by her fortunate distance from one. 
The early wars of Rome are with cities like Eome— 
about equal in size, though inferior in valour. It was 
C3ily when she had conquered Italy that she began to 
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measure lierself against Asiatic despotisms. She be- 
came great enough to beat them before she advanced 
far enough to contend with them. But such great good 
fortune was and must be rare. Unnumbered little 
cities which might have rivalled Eome or Athens doubt- 
less perished without a sign long before history was 
magined. The small size and slight strength of early 
free states made them always liable to easy destruction. 

And their internal frailty is even greater. As soon 
as discussion begins the savage propensities of men 
break forth; even in modern communities, where those 
propensities, too, have been weakened by ages of cul- 
ture, and repressed by ages of obedience, as soon as a 
vital topic for discussion is well started the keenest and 
most violent passions break forth. Easily destroyed as 
are early fr-ee states by forces from without, they are 
even more liable to destruction by forces from within. 

On this account such states are very rare in history. 
Upon the first view of the facts a speculation might even 
be set up that they were peculiar to a particular race. 
By far the most important free institutions, and the only 
ones which have left living representatives in the world, 
are the offspring either of the first constitutions of the 
classical nations or of the first constitutions of the Ger- 
manic nations. All living freedom runs back to them, 
and those truths which at first sight would seem the 
whole of historical fr-eedom, can be traced to them. 
And both the Germanic and the classical nations beion® 
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to wliat etliiiologists call tlie Aryan race. Plausibly it 
migM be argued tliat the power of forming free states 
was superior in and peculiar to that family of mankind. 
Blit unfortunately for this easy theory the facts are in- 
eon si stent "with it, In the hrst place^, all the so-called 
Aryan race certainly is not free. The eastern Aryans — 
those, for example, who speak languages derived from 
the Sanscrit — are amongst the most slavish divisions of 
mankind. To offer the Bengalese a free constitution, 
and to expect them to work one, would be the maximum 
of human folly. There then must be something else 
besides Aryan descent which is necessary to fit men for 
discussion and train them for liberty; and, what is 
worse for the argument we are opposing, some non- 
Aryan races have been capable of freedom, Carthage, 
for example, was a Semitic republic. We do not know 
all the details of its constitution, but we know enough 
for our present purpose. We know that it was a go- 
vernment in which many proposers took part, and under 
which discussion was constant, active, and conclusive. 
hTo doubt Tyre, the parent city of Carthage, the other 
colonies of Tyre besides Carthage, and the colonies of 
Carthage, were all as free as Carthage. We have thus 
a whole group of ancient rei3ublics of non- Aryan race, 
and one which, being more ancient than the classical 
republics, could not have borrowed from or imitated 
them. So that the theory which would make govern- 
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ment by discussion tbe eselusive patrimony of a single 
race of mankind is on the face of it -untenable. 

I am not prepared "with any simple counter theory. 
I cannot profess to explain completely why a very small 
minimum of mankind were, as long as we know of them, 
possessed of a polity which as time went on suggested 
discussions of principle, and why the great majority of 
mankind had nothing like it. This is almost as hopeless 
as asking why Milton was a genius and why Bacon was a 
philosopher. Indeed it is the same, because the causes 
which give birth to the startling varieties of individual 
character, and those which give birth to similar varieties 
of national character, are, in fact, the same. I have, 
indeed, endeavoured to show that a marked type of 
individual character once originating in a nation and 
once strongly preferred by it, is likely to be fixed on it 
and to be permanent in it, from causes which were 
stated. Granted the beginning of the type, we may, I 
think, explain its development and aggravation ; but we 
cannot in the least explain why the incipient type of 
curious characters broke out, if I may so say, in one 
place rather than in another. Climate and ^ physical ^ 
surroundings, in the largest sense, have unquestionably 
much influence ; they are one factor in the cause, but 
they are not the only factor ; for we find most dissimilar 
races of men living in the same climate and affected by 
the same surroundings, and we have every reason to 
believe that those unlike races have so lived as neigh- 
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boiirs for ages. The cause of types must be something 
outside the tribe actiug on something within — some- 
thing inherited by the tribe. But what that something 
is I do not know that any one can in the least ex|>laiB. 

The following conditions may, I think, be historically 
traced to the nation capable of a polity, which suggests 
principles for discussion, and so leads to progress. 
First, the nation must possess the ;patria fotestaa in 
some form so marked as to give family life distinctness 
and precision, and to make a home education and a 
home discipline probable and possible. While descent 
is traced only through the mother, and while the family 
is therefore a vague entity, no progress to a high polity 
is possible. Secondly, that polity would seem to have 
been created very gradually ; by the aggregation of 
families into clans or gentes, and of clans into nations, 
and then again by the widening of nations, so as to 
include circumjacent outsiders, as well as the first 
compact and sacred group — the number of parties to a 
discussion was at first augmented very slowly. Thirdly, 

the number of ^ open ’ subjects — as we should say now- 

* 

a-days — that is, of subjects on which public opinion was 
optional, and on which discussion was admitted, was at 
first very small. Custom ruled everything originally, 
and the area of free argument was enlarged but very 
slowly. If I am at all right, that area could only be 
enlarged thus slowly, for custom was in eraiy days the 
cement of society, and if you suddenly questioned such 
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custom you would destroy society. But though the 
existence of these conditions may be traced historically, 
and though the reason of them may be explained philo- 
sophically, they do not completely solve the question 
why some nations have the polity and some not ; on the 
contrary, they plainly leave a large ‘residual pheno- 
menon ’ unexplained and unknown. 


n. 

In this manner politics or discussion broke up the old 
bonds of custom which were now strangling mankind, 
though they had once aided and helped it. But this is 
only one of the many gifts which those polities have 
confeiTed, are conferring, and will confer on mankind. 
I am not going to write an eulogium on liberty, but I 
wish to set down three points which have not been suf- 
ficiently noticed. 

Civilised ages inherit the human nature which was 
victoiious in barbarous ages, and that nature is, in 
many respects, not at all suited to civilised circum- 
stances. A main and principal excellence in the early 
times of the human races is the impulse to action. The 
problems before men are then plain and simple. The 
man who works hardest, the man who kills the most 
deer, the man who catches the most fish— even later 
on, the man who tends the largest herds, or the man 
who tills the largest field — is the man who succeeds; 
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the nation ■wh.icli is quickest to kill its enemies, or wMcli 
kills most of its enemies, is the nation wliieh succeeds. 
All the inducements of early society tend to foster im- 
mediate action ; all its penalties fall on the man -vvlio 
pauses ; the traditional wisdom of those times was never 
weary of inculcating that ^ delays are dangerous, and 
that the sluggish man — the man ‘who roasteth not 
that which he took in hunting ’—will not prosper on 
the earth, and indeed will very soon perish out of it. 
And in consequence an inability to stay quiet, an irri- 
table desire to act directly, is one of the most conspicuous 
failings of mankiud. 

Pascal said that most of the evils of life arose from 
‘ man’s being unable to sit stiU in a room ; ’ and though 
I do not go that length, it is certain that we should 
have been a far wiser,race than we are if we had been 
readier to sit quiet — we should have known much better 
the way in which it was best to act when we came to 
act. The rise of physical science, the first great body 
Qp practical truth provable to all nien, exemplifies this 
in the plainest way. If it had not been for quiet people, 
who sat still and studied the sections of the cone, if 
other quiet people had not sat still and studied the 
theoiy of infinitesimals, or other quiet people had not 
sat still and worked out the doctrine of chances, the 
most ‘ dreamy moonshine,’ as the purely practical mind 
would consider, of all human pursuits ; if ^ idle star-gazers ’ 
had not watched long and carefully the motions of the 
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heavenly bodies — oui’ modern, astronomy wonld have 
been impossible, and -without our astronomy ‘ our ships, 
GUI colonies, our seamen,^ all which malres modem life 
modern life could not have existed. Ages of sedentary, 
quiet, thinking people were required before that noisy 
existence began, and without those pale preliminary 
students it never could have been brought into being. 
And nine-tenths of modern science is in this respect the 
same . it is the produce of men whom their contem- 
poraries thought dreamers — ^who were laughed at for 
caring for what did not concern them — who, as the pro- 
verb went, ‘ walked into a well from looking at the 
stars’ — ^who were believed to be useless, if any one 
could be such. And the conclusion is plain that if there 
had been more such people, if the world had not laughed 
at those there were, if rather it had encouraged them 
there would have been a great accumulation of proved 
science ages before there was. It was the irritable 
activity, the ‘ wish to be doing something,’ that pre- 
vented rt. Most men inherited a nature too eager and 
too restless to be quiet and find out things ; and even 
worse— with their idle clamour they ‘ disturbed the 
brooding hen,’ they would not let those be quiet who 
wished to be so, and out of whose cahn thought much 
good might have come forth. 

If we consider how much science has done and how 
much it is doing for mankind, and if the over-activity 
of men is proved to be the cause why science came so 
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late into the world, and is so small and scanty still, that 
will convince most people that our over-activity is a 
very great evil. But this is only part, and perhaps not 
the greatest part of the harm that over-activity does. 
As I have said, it is inherited from times when life was 
simple, objects were plain, and quick action generally 
led to desirable ends. If A kills B before B kiUs A, 
then A survives, and the human race is a race of A’s. 
But the issues of life are plain no longer. To act rightly 
in modern society requires a great deal of previous study, 
a great deal of assimilated information, a great deal 
of sharpened imagination ; and these pre-requisites of 
sound action require much time, and, I was going to 
say, much ‘ lying in the sun,’ a long period of ‘ mere 
passiveness.’ Even the art of killing one another, 
which at first particularly trained men to be quick, now 
requires them to be slow. A hasty general is the worst 
of generals now-a-days; the best is a sort of Yon 
Moltke, who is passive if any man ever was passive ; 
who is ^ silent in seven languages who possesses more 
and better accumulated information as to the best way 
of killing people than any one who ever lived. This 
man plays a restrained and considerate game of chess 
with his enemy. I wish the art of benefiting men had 
kept pace with the art of destroying them ; for though 
war has become slow, philanthropy has remained hasty. 
The most melancholy of human reflections, perhaps, is 
that, on the whole, it is a question whether the benevo- 
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fence uf mankind does most good or harm. Great good, 
no doubt, philantbropy does, but then it also does great 
evil. It augments so much yice, it multiplies so much 
suffering, it brings to life such great populations to 
suffei and to be vicious, that it is open to argument 
whether it be or be not an evil to the world, and this is 
entirely because excellent people fancy that they can do 
much by lapid acbion— “that they will most benefit the 
world when they most relieve their own feelings ; that 
as soon as an evil is seen ‘ something ’ ought to be done 
to stay and prevent it. One may incline to hope that 
the balance of good over evil is in favour of benevo- 
lence ; one can hardly bear to think that it is not so ; 
but anyhow it is certain that there is a most heavy debit 
of evil, and that this burden might almost all have been 
spared us if philanthropists as well as others had not 

inherited from their barbarous forefathers a wild passion 
for instant action. 

Even in commerce, which is now the main occupation 
of mankind, and one in which there is a ready test of 

e wantin^ in many higher pursuits, 
the same disposition to excessive action is very apparent 
to careful observers. Part of every mania is caused by 
the impossibility to get people to confine themselves to 
the amount of business for which their capital is suffi- 
cient, and in which they can engage safely. In some 
degree, of course, this is caused by the wish to get 
rich , but in a considerable degree, too, by the mere love 
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of activity. There is a greater propensity to action in 
such men than they have the means of gratityino'. 
Operations with their own capital will only occupy four 
hours of the day, and they wish to be active and to be 
industrious for eight hours, and so they are ruined. If 
they could only have sat idle the other four hours, thev 
would liave been ricli m,eii. The amiiseiiieiits of man- 
hind, at least of the English part of mankind, teach the 
same lesson, Onr shooting, oiir hunting, oiir traYelliiio% 
our climbing have become laborious pursuits. It is a 
common saying abroad that ' an Englishman’s notion of 
a holiday is a fatiguing journey 5’ and this is only another 
way of saying that the immense energy and activity 
which have given us our place in the world have in 
many cases descended to those who do not find in 
modern life any mode of using that activity, and of 
venting that energy. 

Even the abstract speculations of manldnd bear coii- 
spicuons traces of the same excessive im.piil3e. Every 
sort of philosophy has been systematised, and yet as 
these philosophies utterly contradict one another, most 
of them cannot be true. Unproved abstract principles 
without number have been eagerly caught up by san- 
guine men, and then carefully spun out into hooks and 
theories, which were to explain the whole world. But 
the world goes clear against these abstractions, and it 
must do so, as they require it to go in antagonistic 
directions. The mass of a system attracts the young 
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and impresses the unwary ; but cultivated people are 
very dubious about it. They are ready to receive hints 
and suggestions, and the smallest real truth is ever wel- 
come. Sut a larg^e book of deductive philosophy is 
much to be suspected. ISTo doubt the deductions may 
be right ; in most writers they are so , but where did 
the premises come from ? IVho is sure that they are 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, of the 
matter in hand ? Who is not almost sure beforehand 
that they will contain a strange mixture of truth and 
eiTor, and therefore that it will not be worth while to 
spend life in reasoning over their consequences ? In a 
woid, the superfluous energ*y of mankind has flowed 
over into philosophy, and has worked into big systems 
what shotild have been left as little suggestions. 

And if the old systems of thought are not true as 
sj stems, neither is the new revolt from them to be 
trusted in its whole vigour. There is the same original 
vice in that also. There is an excessive energy in re- 
volutions if there is such energy anywhere. The pas- 
sion for action is quite as ready to pull down as to 

build up ; probably it is more ready, for the task is 
easier. 

‘ Old things need not be therefore true, 

0 brother men, nor yet the new ; 

Ah, still awhile the old thought retain, 

And yet consider it again.’ 

But tiis is exactly -tvliat tlie human mind will not 
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do. It will act someiiow at once. It will not " consider 
it again.’ 

But it will be said, Wliat lias gOYermnent by discus- 
oion to do witb tbese things ? ^Vill it prevent ttem, or 
even mitigate them ? It can and does do both in the very 
plainest way. If you want to stop instant and imme- 
diate action, always make it a condition that the action 
shall not begin till a considerable number of persons 
have talked over it, and have agreed on it. If those 
persons be people of different temperaments, different 
ideas, and different educations, you have an almost in- 
fallible security that nothing, or almost nothing, will be 
done with escessive rapidity. Each kind of persons will 
have their spokesman ; each spokesman wiU have his 
characteristic objection, and each his characteristic 
counter-proposition, and so in the end nothing will 
piobably be done, or at least only the minimum which 
is plainly urgent. In many cases this delay may be 
dangerous ; in many cases quick action will be prefer- 
able. A campaign, as Macaulay well says, cannot be 
directed by a ‘ debating society ; ’ and many other khids 
of action also requu-e a single and absolute general. 
But for the purpose now in hand— that of preventing 
hasty action, and ensuring elaborate consideration-^ 
there is no device like a polity of discussion. 

The enemies of this object— the people who want to 
act quickly — see this very distinctly. They are for 
ever explaining that the present is' ‘ an age of com- 
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mittees,’ that the committees do nothing, that ah 
eTaporates in talk. Their great enemy is parliamentary 
government; they call it, after Mr. Carlyle, the 
‘ national pakver ; ’ they add up the hours that are 
consumed in it, and the speeches which are made in it 
and they sigh for a time when England might again le 
ruled, as it once was, by a Cromwell— that is, when an 
eager, absolute man might do exactly what other eao-er 
men wished, and do it immediately. All these invec- 
tives are perpetual and many-sided ; they come from 
philosophers, each of whom wants some new scheme 
tried ; from philanthropists, who want some evil abated • 
from revolutionists, who want some old institution de- 
stroind ; from new seraists, who want their new sera 
started forthwith.^ And they all are distinct admissions 
lat a polity of discussion is the greatest hindrance to 
the inherited mistake of human nature, to the desire to 
act promptiy, which in a simple age is so excellent, 

u w 1C in a later and complex time leads to so mueli 
eTil. 

The same accusation against our age sometimes takes 

a more general form. It is alleo-pG +i',o+ ^ 

f alleged that our energies 

diminishing ; that ordinary and average men have 
not flie qnict detonninotion nottadajs which they need 
to hate when the world was joonger; that not only do 

Ot committees and parliaments act with rapid decisive- 

ness but that no one now so acts. And I hope that in 

lact tills is true, for 4-^ *j 

ue, lor according to me, it proves that the 

o ^ 



194 PHYSICS AYD POLITICS. 

hereditarj barbaric imxaulse is decaying and dying out. 
So far from tbinking tbe quality attributed to us a de- 
fect, I wisb tbat those wlio complain of it wex’e far more 
right than I much fear they are. Still, certainly, eager 
and Yioleiit action is soniewhat diminished, though only 
bv a small fraction of what it ought to be. And I be- 
lieve that this is in great part due, in England at least, 
to our government by discussion, which has fostered a 
general intellectual tone, a diffused disposition to weigh 
eTideiice, a conviction that much may be said on every 
side of everything which the elder and more fanatic 
ages of the world wanted. This is the real reason why 
our energies seem so much less than those of our fathers. 
When we have a definite end in view, which we know 
we want, and which we think we know how to obtain, 
we can act well enough. The campaigns of our soldiers 
are as energetic as any campaigns ever were ; the 
speculations of our merchants have greater prompti- 
tude, greater audacity, greater vigour than any such 
speculations ever had before. In old times a few ideas 
got possession of men and communities, but this is 
happily now possible no longer. We see how incom- 
plete these old ideas were ; how almost by chance one 
seized on one nation, and another on another ; how often 
one set of men have persecuted another set for opinions 
on subjects of which neither, we now perceive, knew 
anytliing. It might be well if a greater number of 
effectual demonstrations existed among mankind 5 but 
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while no such demonstrations exist, and while the evi- 
dence which completely convinces one man seems to 
another trifling and insufficient, let ns recogmise the 
plain position of inevitable doubt. Let us not be bigots 
with a doubt, and persecutors without a creed. We are 
beginning to see this, and we are railed at for so be- 
ginning. But it is a great benefit, and it is to the in- 
cessant prevalence of detective discussion that our 
doubts are due ; and much of that discussion is due to 

the long existence of a goveimment requiring constant 
debates, written and oral. 

This IS one of the unrecognised benefits of free 
government, one of the modes in which it counteracts 
the excessive inherited impulses of humanity. There 
is another also for which it does the same, bat which 
I can only tmich delicately, and which at fii-st sight 
will seem^ ridiculous. The most successful races, other 
things being equal, are those which multiply the fastest. 
In the conflicts of mankind numbers have ever been a 
great power. The most numerous group has always 
had an advantage over the less numerous, and the 
fastest breeding group has always tended to be the most 
numerous. In consequence, human nature has de- 
scended into a comparatively uncontentious civilisation, 
with a desire far in excess of what is needed ; with a 
‘ felt want,’ as political economists would say, altogether 
greater than the ‘ real want.’ A walk in London'" is ail 
which is necessary to establish this. ‘ The great sin of 
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great cities ’ is one vast evil consequent upon it. And 
"wlio is to reckon np kow mneh. tkese words mean? 
How many spoiled lives, how many broken hearts, how 
many wasted bodies, how many mined minds, how 
much misery pretending to be gay, how much gaiety 
feeling itself to be miserable, how much after mental 
pain, how much eating and transmitted disease. And 
in the moral part of the world, how many minds are 
racked by incessant anxiety, how many thoughtful 
imaginations which might have left something to man- 
kind are debased to mean cares, how much every suc- 
cessive generation sacrifices to the next, how little does 
any of them make of itself in comparison with what 
might be. And how many Irelands have there been in 
the world where men would have been contented and 
happy if they had only been fewer ; how many more 
Irelands would there have been if the intrusive numbers 
had not been kept down by infanticide and vice and 
misery. How painful is the conclusion that it is 
dubious whether all the machines and inventions of 
mankind ^have yet lightened the day’s labour of a 
human being.’ They have enabled more people to 
exist, but these people work just as hard and are just 
as mean and miserable as the elder and the fewer. 

But it will be said of this passion just as it was said 
of the passion of activity. Granted that it is in ex- 
cess, how can you say, how on earth can anyone say, 
that government by discussion can in any way cure or 
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diininisli it ? Cure tMs evil tliat government certainly 
will not ; but tend to diminisli it — I think it does and 
may. To show that I am not making premises to sup- 
port a conclusion so abnormal, I will quote a passage 
from Mr. Spencer, the philosopher who has done most 
to illustrate this subject : — 

That future progress of civilisation which the never- 
ceasing pressure of population must produce, will be 
accompanied by an enhanced cost of Individuation, 
both in structure and function ; and more especially in 
nervous structure and function. The peaceful struggle 
for existence in societies ever growing more crowded 
and more com^dicated, must have for its concomitant 
an increase of the great nervous centres in mass, in 
complexity, in activity. The larger body of emotion 
needed as a fountain of energy for men who have to 
hold their places and rear their families under the in- 
tensifying competition of social life, is, other things 
equal, the correlative of larger brain. Those higher 
feelings presupposed by the better self-regulation which, 
in a better society, can alone enable the individual to 
leave a persistent posterity, are, other things equal, the 
correlatives of a more complex brain ; as are also those 
more numerous, more varied, more general, and more 
abstract ideas, which must also become increasingly 
rec|uisite for successful life as society advances. And 
the genesis of this larger quantity of feeling and- 
thought in a brain thus augmented in size and de- 
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veloped iii struetiire, is, otlier tilings equal, the corre- 
lative of a greater wear of nervous tissue and greater 
consumption of materials to repair it. So tliat botli in 
original cost of construction and in sulisequent cost of 
wortiHg, tlie nervous s}'steiii must become a lieavier tax 
Oil tlie organism. Already the brain of the civilised 
man is larger by nearly thirty per cent, than the brain 
of the savage. Already, too, it presents an increased 
heterogeneity — especially in the distribution of its con- 
volutions. And further changes like these which have 
taken place under the discipline of civilised life, we 
infer will continue to take place. . . . But everywhere 
and always, evolution is antagonistic to procreative 
dissolution. Whether it he in greater growth of the 
organs which subserve self-maintenance, whether it he 
in their added complexity of structure, or whether it be 
in their higher activity, the abstraction of the required 
iimterials implies a diminished reserve of materials for 
race-maint-enance. And we have seen reason to believe 
that this aiitagoiiisiB. between Individuation and Genesis 
beconies unusually marked where the nervous system is 
concerned, because of the costliness of nervous structure 
and function. In § 346 was pointed out the apparent 
connection between high cerebral developinent and pro- 
longed delay of sexual maturity ; and in §§ 866, 367, 
the evidence went to show that where exceptional fer- 
tility exists there is sluggishness of mind, and that 
where there has been during education excessive ex- 
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peiicliture in mental action, there frequently follows a 
complete or partial infertility. Hence the particular 
kind .of further CTolution which Man is hereafter to 
undergo, is one which, more than any other, may be 
expected to cause a decline in his power of repro- 
duction.’ 

This means that men who have to live an intellectual 
life, or who can he induced to lead one, will be likely 
not to have so many children as they would otherwise 
have had. In particular cases this may not be true ; 
such men may even have many children — -they may be 
men in aU ways of unusual power and vigour. But they 
will not have their maximum of posterity — will hot have 
so many as they would have had if they had been care- 
less or thoughtless men ; and so, upon an average, the 
issue of such intellectualised men will be less numerous 
than those of the unintellectual. 

Now, supposing this philosophical doctrine to he true 
—and the best philosophers, I think, believe it — its 
application to the case in hand is plain. Nothing pro- 
motes intellect like intellectual discussion, and nothing 
promotes intellectual discussion so much as government 
by discussion. The perpetual atmosphere of intellectual 
inquiry acts powerfully, as eveiyone may see by looking 
about him in London, upon the constitution both of 
men and women. There is only a certain q%iantum of 
power in each of ouv’ race ; if it goes in one way it is 
spent, and cannot go in another. The intellectual at- 



200 PHYSICS AND POLITICS. 

Biospliere abstracts strength to intellecttial matters ; it 
tends to difert that strength which the circumstances 
of earhr society directed to the multiplication of num- 
bers; and as a polity of discussion tends, above all 
things, to produce an intellectual atmosphere, the two 
things which seemed so far off have been shown to be 
near, and free government has, in a second case, been 
shown to tend to cure an inherited excess of human 
nature. 

Lastly, a polity of discussion not only tends to 
diminish our inherited defects, but also, in one case at 
least, to augment a heritable excellence. It tends to 
strengthen and increase a subtle quality or combination 
of qualities singularly useful in practical life — a quality 
which it is not easy to describe exactly, and the issues 
of which it would require not a remnant of an essay, 
but a whole essay to elucidate completely. This quality 
I call animated moderation. 

If anyone were ashed to describe what it is which 
distinguishes the writings of a man of genius, who is 
also a great man of the world from all other "wiitinffs, I 
think he w'oiild use these same words, ^ animated mo- 
deration.^ He would say that such writings are never 
slow, are never excessive, are never exaggerated ; that 
they are always instinct with judgment, and yet that 
Judgment is never a dull judgment ; that they have as 
much spirit in them as would go to make a wild writer, 
and yet that every line of them is the product of a sane 
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and sound -writer. Tlie best and almost perfect in- 
stance of tbis in English is Scott. Homer -was perfect 
in it, as far as we can judge ; Shakespeare is often per- 
fect in it for long together, though then, from the defects 
of a bad education and a vicious age, all at once he loses 
himself in excesses. Still, Homer, and Shakespeare at 
his best, and Scott, though in other respects so unequal 
to them, have this remarkable quality in common — 
this union of life with measure, of spirit with reason- 
ableness. 

In action it is equally this quality in which the 
English — at least so I claim it for them — excel all 
other nations. There is an infinite deal to be laid 
against us, and as we are unpopular with most others, 
and as we are always grumbling at ourselves, there is 
no want of people to say it. But, after all, in a certain 
sense, England is a success in the world ; her career 
has had many faults, but still it has been a fine and 
■winning career upon the w'hole. And this on account 
of the exact possession of this particular quality. 
What is the making of a successful merchant ? That 
he has plenty of energy, and yet that he does not go 
too far. And if you ask for a description of a great 
practical Englishman, you will be sure to have this, or 
something like it, ‘ Oh, he has plenty of go in him ; but 
he knows when to pull up.’ He may have all other 
defects in him ; he may be coarse, he may be illiterate, 
he may be stupid to talk to j still this great union of 
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spuT cbnO. “bTi cl lCj olP SjhO, mod-oriitiiorij will rsniciiii 

to liim. Probably liG will bardly bo ablo to explain wb^? 
be stops wlien be does stop, or wby be contimied to 
move as Ions as be, in fact, moved 5 but still, as b]y 
a I’ciigb instinct, be pnUs np pretty mucb wbeie be 
sbould, tbongb be was going at siicb a pace before. 

There is 110 better example of tbis quality in English 
statesmen than Lord Palmerston. There are, of course, 
many most serious accusations to be made against him. 
The sort of homage with wbieb be was regarded in the 
last years of bis life has passed away ; the spell is 
broben, and the magic cannot be again revived. "SVq 
may tbiiib that bis information was meagre, that bis 
imagination was narrow, that bis aims were short- 
sighted and faulty. But though we may often object 
to bis objects, we rarely find mucb to criticise in 
bis means. ^ He went,^ it has been said, ^ with a great 
swino- : ’ but be never tumbled over; be always managed 
to pull up before there was any danger.’ He was an 
odd man to have inherited Hampden’s motto ; still, in 
fact, there was a great trace in him of mediocriw firma 
— as mucb, probably, as there could be in anyone of 

such great vivacity and buoyancy. 

It is plain that tbis is a quality which as mucb as, if not 
more than, any other multiplies good results in practical 
life. It enables men to see what is good ; it gives them 
intellect enough for sufficient perception; but it does 
not make men all intellect; it does not ^ sickly them 
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o’er wit'll the pale cast of thought ; ’ it enables them to 
do the good things they see to be good, as well as to 
see that they are good. And it is plain that a goyern- 
nient by poiDular discussion tends to produce this 
quality. A strongly idiosyncratic mind, violently dis- 
posed to extremes of opinion, is soon weeded out of poli- 
tical life, and a bodiless thinker, an ineffectual scholar, 
cannot even live there for a day. A vigorous moderate- 
ness in mind and body is the rule gf a polity which 
works by discussion ; and, upon the whole, it is the 
kind of temper most suited to the active life of such a 
being as man in such a world as the present one. 

These three great benefits of free government, though 
great, are entirely secondary to its continued usefulness 
ill the mode in which it originally was useful. The first 
great benefit was the deliverance of mankind from the 
superannuated yoke of customary law, by the gradual 
development of an inquisitive originality. And it con- 
tinues to produce that effect upon persons apparently 
far remote from its influence, and on subjects with 
which it has nothing to do. Thus Mr. Mundella, a 
most experienced and capable judge, tells us that the 
English artisan, though so much less sober, less in- 
structed, and less refined than the artisans of some 
other countries, is yet more inventive than any other 
artisan. The master will get more good suggestions 
from him than from any other. 

Again, upon plausible grounds— looking, for example. 



PHYSICS AKD POLITICS. 


to tlie position of Locke and Newton in tlie science of 
tlie last centniy, and to tkat of Darwin in our own— it 
may be argued that there is some quality in English 
thought which makes them strike out as many^ if not 
more, first-rate and original suggestions than nations of 
greater scientific culture and more diffused scientific 
interest. In both cases I believe the reason of the 
English originality to be that gOYernment by discussion 
quickens and enliyens thought all through society ; that 
it makes people think no harm may come of thinking ; 
that in England this force has long been operating, and 
so it has developed more of all kinds of people ready to 
use their mental energy in their own way, and not ready 
to use it in any other way, than a despotic government. 
And so rare is great originality among mankind, and so 
great are its fruits, that this one benefit of fi^ee govern- 
ment probably outweighs what are in many cases its 
accessory evils. Of itself it justifies, or goes far to 
justify, our saying with Montesquieu, ^Whatever be 
the cost of this glorious liberty, we must be content to 
pay it to heaven.^ 
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The original publication of these essays -was interrupted 
by serious illness and by long consequent ill-bealtb, 
and now that I am putting them together I wish to 
add another which shall shortly explain the main thread 
of the argument which they contain. In doing so 
there is a risk of tedious repetition, but on a subject 
both obscure and important, any defect is better than 
an appearance of Tagueness. 

In a former essay I attempted to show that slighter 
causes than is commonly thought may change a nation 
rom the stationary to the progressive state of civilisa- 
tion, and from the stationary to the degrading. Com- 
monly the effect of the agent is looked on in the wrong 
way. It is considered as operating on every individual 
in the nation, and it is assumed, or half assumed, that 
it is only the effect which the agent directly produces on 
everyone that need be considered. But besides this 
diffused effect of the first impact of the cause, there is 
a second effect, always considerable, and commonly more 
potent— a new model in character is created for the 
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nation • tliose characters which resemble it are en- 

com'aged and multiplied ; those coima ^ 

persecuted and made fewer. In a 

ke look or the becomes qoste d. J e.^ , tbo 

characteristic men who stand out are different, t 

cliarac 3 -fp • the result of the imitation 

men imitated are different ; the resum 01 

“ diffei-eot. A lacy aatioa may be changed roto tm 

^ • 1 • +ea Q -nniir a relio'ious into a pro- 

industrious, a rich into a pool, a 1 » 

fane as if hr magic, if any single cause, though sli^ , 

’ k- o+^nn nf causes however subtle, is strong 

or any combination ot causes, uowc y 

enough to change the favourite and detested types of 

'^ms principle wiU, I thint, help us in trying to solve 
the question why so few nations have progressed, 
thoul to us progress seems so natural-what is the 
cause or set of causes which have prevented that ^ 
in the vast majority of cases,and 

minority. But there is a preliminary ^ , 

is progress, and what is decline ? Even in the^ a • 
Wd there is no applicable rule accepted by pnysioto- 
<Tists, which settles what animals are higher 
kn others; there are controversies about it. St 11 

then tbc -- 

® Txrna forward and 

or what age of a nation was maicnin^ lux 

^Mch was faUing back. Archbishop Manningjo^d 

have one rule of progress and declme ; Professor y, 
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in most important points, quite an opposite rule ; what 
one would set down as an advance, the other would 
set down as a retreat. Each has a distinct end which 
he wishes and a distinct calamity which he fears, hut 
the desire of the one is pretty near the fear of the 
other ; books would not hold the controversy between 
them. Again, in art, who is to settle what is advance 
and what decline? Would Mr. Euskin agree with 
anyone else on this subject, would he even agree with 
himself or could any common enquirer venture to 
whether he was right or wrong? 

I am afraid that I must, as Sir Wm. Hamilton used 
to say, ^truncate a problem which I cannot solve.' I 
must decline to sit in judgment on disputed points of 
art, morals, or religion. But without so doing I think 
there is such a thing as ^ verifiable progress/ if we may 
say so ; that is, progress which ninety-nine hundredths or 
more of mankind will admit to be such, against which 
there is no estabhshed or organised opposition creed, 
and the objectors to which, essentially varying in opinion 
themselves, and believing' one one thing and another 
the reverse, may be safely and altogether rejected. 

Let us consider in what a village of English colonists 
is superior to a tribe of Australian natives who roam 
about them. Indisputably in one, and that a inain 
sense, they are superior. They can beat the Australians 
in war when they like; they can take from them 
anything' they like, and kill any of them they choose. 
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As a rule, in all tlie outlying and niicontesfced districts 
of tliG 'world, tlio aboriginal natiYG lies at tbo niorcy of 
tbo intrnding European. Nor is this all. Indis- 
putably in the English village there are more means of 
happiness, a greater accnmnlation of the instruments 
of enjoyment, than in the Australian tiibe. The 
English have all manner of books, utensils, and ma- 
chines which the others do not use, value, oi understand. 
And in addition, and beyond particular inventions, there 
is a general strength which is capable of being used 
in con(^uering a thousand difficulties, and is an abiding 
source of happiness, because those who possess it always 
feel that they can use it. 

If we omit the higher but disputed topics of morals 
and religion, we shall find, I think, that the plainer and 
agreed-on superioiities of the Englishmen are these : 
first, that they have a greater command over the 
powers of nature upon the wffiole. Though they may 
fah short of individual Australians in certain feats of 
petty skin, though they may not throw the boomerang as 
well, or light a fire with earthsticks as well, yet on the 
whole twenty Englishmen with their imidements and 
skin can change the material world immeasurably more 
than twenty Australians and their machines. Secondly, 
that this power is not external only ; it is also internal. 
The English not only possess better machines for moving 
nature, but are themselves better machines. M!r. Eab- 
bage taught us years ago that one great use of machineiy 
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was not to augment tlie force of man^ but to register 
and regulate tlie power of man ; and tMs in a 
tliousand ways civilised man can do^ and is ready to do^ 
better and more precisely than the barbarian. Thirdly, 
civilised man not only has greater powers over nature, 
but know^s better how to use them, and by better 
I here mean better for the health and comfort of Ms 
present body and mind. He can lay up for old age, 
w^hich a savage having no durable means of sustenance 
cannot ; he is read}^ to lay up because he can distinctly 
foresee the fiitme, which the vague-minded savage can- 
not; he is mainly desirous of gentle, continuous pleasure, 
whereas the barbarian likes wild excitement, and longs 
for stupefying repletion. Much, if not all, of these three 
ways may be sunimed up in Mr. Spencer’s phrase, that 
progress is an increase of adaptation of man to his 
environment, that is, of his internal powers and wishes 
to his external lot and life. Something of it too is ex- 
pressed in the old pagan idea mens sana in corpora 
sano.’ And I think this sort of progress may be fairly 
investigated quite sepax’ately, as it is progress in a sort 
of good everyone vrorth reckoning with admits and 
agrees in. Ho doubt there will remain people like the 
aged savage, who in his old age went back to his 
savage tribe and said that he had ^ tried civilisation for 
forty years, and it was not worth the tronble*’ Eut we 
need not take account of the mistaken ideas of unfit 
men and beaten races. On the whole the plainer sort 
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of civilisation, tlie simpler moi’al training, and tlie more 
elementary education are plain benefits. And tbouo'h 
there may be doubt as to the edges of the conceptiL 
yet there certainly is a broad road of ‘ verifiable pro- 
gress ’ -which not only discoverers and admirers will like, 
but which all those who come upon it will use and value. 

Unless some kind of abstraction like this is made in 
the subject the great problem ‘ What causes progress ? ’ 
will, I am confident, long remain unsolved. Unless we 
are content to solve simple problems first, the whole 
history of philosophy teaches that we shall never solve 
hard problems. This is the maxun of scientific humility 
so often insisted on by the highest enqumers that, in in- 
vestigations, as in life, those ‘ who exalt themselves sha'll 
be abased, and those who humble themselves shall be 
exalted ; ’ and though we may seem mean only to look 
for the laws of plain comfort and simple present happi- 
ness, yet we must work out that simple case first, 
before we encounter the incredibly harder additional 
diifieulties of the higher art, morals and relig-ion. 

The difficulty of solving the problem even thus 
limited is exceedingly great. The most palpable facts 
are exactly the contrary to what we should expect, 

US that ^ In every experimental 
seience there is a tendency towards perfection. In 
every hnman being* there is a tendency to ameliorate 
his condition ; ^ and these two principles operating every- 
where and always^ might well have been expected to 
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carry mankind rapidly forward/ Indeed, taking veri- 
fiable progress in tlie sense wliicb bas just been given 
to it, we may say tbat nature gives a prize to every 
single step in it. Everyone tliat makes an invention 
tlaat benefits Mmself or those around Mm, is likely to be 
more comfortable himself and to be more respected by 
those around him* To produce new things ^ serviceable 
to maMs life and conducive to man’s estate,’ is, we 
should say, likely to bring increased happiness to the 
producer. It often brings immense reward certainly 
now ; a new form of good steel pen, a way of malriTig 
some kind of clotbes a little better or a little cheaper, 
have brought men great fortunes. And there is the 
same kind of prize lor industrial improvement in the 
earliest times as in the latest ; though the benefits so 
obtainable in early society are poor indeed in com- 
parison with those of advanced society. Nature is like 
a schoolmaster, at least in this, she gives her finest 
prizes to her high and most instructed classes. Still, 
even in the earliest societ}^, nature helps those who can 
help themselves, and helps them very much. 

All this should have made the progress of mankind— 
progress at least in this limited sense — exceedingly 
common ; but, in fact, any progress is extremely rare. 
As a rule (and as has been insisted on before) a stationary 
state is by far the most frec^uent condition of man, as 
fai as liistoiy describes that condition ^ the progressivo 
state is only a rare and an occasional exception. 
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Before liistory began tliere must bave been in the 
nation wbicb. writes it mucb progress 5 else there could 
nave been no history. It is a great advance in civili- 
sation to be able to describe the common facts of life^ 
and perhaps, if we were to examine it, we should find 
that it was at least an e(][ual advance to wish to describe 
them. But very few races have made this step of pro- 
gress 5 very few have been capable even of the meanest 
sort of history ; and as for writing such a history as 
that of Thucydides, most nations could as soon have 
constructed a planet. When history begins to record, 
she finds most of the races incapable of history, arrested, 
nil progressive, and pretty much where they are now. 

Why, then, have not the obvious and natural causes 
of progress (as we should call them) produced those 
obvious and natural effects ? Why have the real for- 
tunes of mankind been so different from the fortunes 
which we should expect ? This is the problem which 
in various forms I have taken up in these papers, and 
this is the outline of the solution which I have at- 
tempted to propose. 

The progress of requires the co-operation of men 
for its development. That which any one man or any one 
family could invent for themselves is obviously exceed- 
inglv limited. And even if this were not true, isolated 

o V 

progi’ess could never be traced. The rudest sort of co- 
operative society, the lowest tribe and the feeblest govern- 
ment, is so much stronger than isolated man, that isolated 
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man (if lie ever existed in any shape which could he called 
man), might very easily have ceased to exist. The first 
principle of the subject is that man can only iiiahe 
gress in ^ co-operative groups ; ' I might say tribes and 
nations, but I use the less common word because few 
people would at once see that tribes and nations cits 
co-operative groups, and that it is their being so which 
makes their value ; that unless you can make a strong 
co-operative bond, your society will be conquered and 
killed out by some other society which has such a bond ; 
and the second principle is that the members of such 
a group should be similar enough to one another 
to eo-operede easily and readily together. The co- 
operation ill all such eases depends on a felt mvion of 
heart and spirit ; and this is only felt when there is a 
great degree of real likeness in mind and feeling, ho%v- 
ever that likeness may have been attained. 

This needful co-operation and this requisite likeness 
I believe to have been produced by one of the strongest] 
yokes (as we should think if it were to he reimposed now) 
and the most terrible tyraiinies ever known among men 
— the authority of ^ customaiy law.’ In its earlier stage 
this is no pleasant power — no ^ rose-water ’ authority, as 
Carlyle would have called it — but a stern, incessant, im- 
placable rule. And the rule is often of most childish 
origin, beginning in a casual superstition or local acci- 
dent. ^ These people,’ says CaptEiin Palmer of the Fiji, 
* are very conservative, A chief was one day going over a 



214 


m 

PHYSICS AHP POLITICS. 

monntain-patli followed by a long string of Ms people^ 
when lie laappened to stumble and fall ; all tlie rest of 
the people immediately did the same except one man, 
who was set upon by the rest to know whether lie con- 
sidered himself better than the chief/ What can be 
worse than a life regulated by that sort of obedience, 
and that sort of iniitacion ? This is, of course, a bad speci- 
men, but the nature of customary law as we everywhere 
find it in its earliest stages is that of coarse casual com- 
iU’ehensive usage, beginning, we cannot tell how, de- 
ciding, we cannot tell why, but ruling everyone in 
almost every action with an inflexible grasp. 

The necessity of thus forming co-operative groups by 
fixed customs explains the necessity of isolation in early 
society. As a matter of fact all great nations have 
been prepared in privacy and in secret. They have 
been composed far away from all distraction. Greece, 
KiOine, dudsBa, were framed each by itself, and the 
antipathy of each to men of diiferent race and different 
speech is one of their most marked peculiarities, and 
quite their strongest common property. And the in- 
stinct of early ages is a right guide for the needs of 
early ages. Intercourse with foreigners then broke 
down in states the fixed rules which •were forminsr their 
characters, so as to be a cause of weak fibre of mind, of 
desultory and unsettled action ; the living spectacle of 
an admitted unbelief destroj^s the binding authority of 
religious custoiii and snaps the social cord. 
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Tims we see tlie use of a sort of ^ preliminary ’ age in 
societies, wlien trade is bad because it prevents tbe 
separation of nations, because it infuses distracting 
ideas among occupied communities, because it brings 
alien minds to alien shores/ And as tbe trade wbicli we 
now think of as an incalculable good, is in that age a 
formidable evil and destructive calamity ; so war and 
conquest, which we commonly and justly see to be now 
evils, are in that age often singular benefits and great 
advantages. It is only by the competition of customs 
that bad customs can be eliminated and good customs 
multiplied. Conquest is the premium given by nature 
to those national characters which their national customs 
have made most fit to win in war, and in many most 
material respects those winning characters are really the 
best characters. The characters which do win in war 
are the characters which we should wish to win in war. 

Similarly, the best institutions haven natural military 
advantage overbad institutions. The first great victory 
of civilisation was the conquest of nations with ill-defined 
families having legal descent through the mother only, 
by nations of definite families tracing descent through 
the father as well as the mother, or through the father 
only. Such compact families Qxe a much better basis 
for military discipline than the ill-bound families which 
indeed seem hardly to be families at all, where ^ pater- 
nity ’ is, for tribal pimposes, an unrecognised idea, and 
where only the physical fact of maternity ’ is thought 
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to be certain enongb to be tbe foundation of law or cus- 
tom. Tbe nations witb a ttorougbly compacted family 
system have ‘ possessed the earth,’ that is, they have 
taken all the finest districts in the most competed-for 
parts ; and the nations with loose systems have been 
merely left to mountain ranges and lonely islands. 
The family system and that in its highest form has been 
so exclusively the system of civilisation, that literature 
hardly recognises any other, and that, if it were not for 
the living testimonv of a great multitude of scattered 
commimities whidi are fashioned after the structure 
of the elder world/ we should hardly admit the possi- 
Ijility of something so contrary to all which we hare 
lived amongst, and which we have been used to 
think of. After such an es:am|3le of the fragmentary 
nature of the evidence it is in comparison easy to 
believe that hundreds of strange institutions may have 
passed away and have left behind them not only no 
memorial, but not even a trace or a vestige to help the 
imagination to figure what they were. 

I cannot expand the subject, but in the same way the 
better religions have had a great physical advantage, 
if I may say so, over the worse. They have given 
what I may call a confidence in the ttnwerse. The savage 
subjected to a mean superstition, is afraid to walk 
simply about the world — he cannot do this because it is 
ominous, or he must do that because it is lucky, or he 
cannot do anything at all till the gods have spoken and 
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given Inm leave to begin. But under tbe bigber re- 

bgions there is no similar slavery and no similar terror. 

ihe belief of tlie Greek 

ds oicauos ^PKTTOS aavy^crdai Trepl irarpT^s 

tbe belief of tbe Eoman that be -tvas to trust in the 
gods of Some, for those gods are stronger than all 
others ; the belief of Cromwell’s soldiery that they were 
‘ to trust in God and beeii their powder dry,’ are great 
steps in upward progi-ess, using progress in its narrowest 
sense. They all enabled those who believed them ‘ to 
take tbe world as it comes,’ to be guided by no unreal 
reason, and to be limited by no mystic scruple ; vFben- 
ever they fouud anything to do, to do it with their 
might. And more directly what I may call the JvTii- 
fyvng religions, that is to say, those which lay the 
plainest stress on the manly parts of morality — upon 
valour, on truth and industry— have had iilainly the most 
obvious elfect in strengthening the races -which believed 
them, and in making those races the "winning luces. 

No doubt many sorts of primitive improvement are 
pernicious to war ; an exquisite sense of beauty, a love of 
meditation, a tendency to enltivate tbe force of the mind 
at the CTpense of the force of the body, for example, help 
in their respective degrees to make men less -warlike than 
they would otherwise be. But these are the virtues of 
other ages. The first work of the first ages is to bind 
men together in the strong bond of a rough, coarse, harsh 
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custom ; and tlie incessant conflict of nations effects tHs 
in tlie Best way. Every nation is an ^ hereditary co-ope- 
1 ative group, bound by a fined custom ; and out of those 


groups those conquer which have the most bindino- and 

most invigorating customs, and these are, as a rcngli 
inie, the hest cnstonis* The niajoritj^ of the ^ groups^ 
which win and conquer are better than the majority of 
those which fail and perish, and thus the first world 


grew better and was improved. 

This early customary world no doubt continued for 
ag‘es. The first history delineates great monarchies, 
each composed of a hundred customary g’roups, all of 
which believed themselves to be of enormous antiquity, 
and all of which must have existed for very many gene- 
rations. The first historical world is not a new-looking 
thing but a very ancient, and according' to principle it 
is necessary that it should exist for ages. If human 
nature was to be gradually improved, each generation 
must be born better tamed, more calm, more capable 
of civilisation — in a word, more, legal than the one 
before it, and such inherited improvements are always 
slow and dubions. Though a few gifted people may 
advance rnneh, the mass of each generation can im- 
prove but very little on the generation which preceded 
it ; and even the slight improvement so gained is liable 
to be destroyed by some mysterious atavism— some 
strange recurrence to a primitive past. Long ages of 
dreary monotony are the first facts in the history of 
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human communities, but those ages were not lost to 

mankind, for it was then that was formed the eomijara- 

tively gentle and guidable thing which we now caU 
human nature. 

And hideed the greatest difficulty is not in preserving 
such a world but in ending it. We have brought in the 
yoke of custom to improve the world, and in the world 
the custom sticks. In a thousand cases — in the great 
majority of cases— the progress of mankind has been 
arrested in ^ this its earliest shape; it has been closely 
embalmed in a mummy-like imitation of its primitive 
existence. I have endeavoured to show in what manner, 
and how slowly, and in how few cases this yoke of custom 
was removed. It was ‘government by discussion* 
which broke the bond of ages and set free the orisi- 
nality of mankind. Then, and then only, the motives 
which Lord Macaulay counted on to secure the progress 
of mankind, in fact, begin to work; then ‘the°ten- 
dency in every man to ameliorate his condition’ 
begins to be important, because then man can alter his 
condition while before he is pegged down by ancient 
usage ; then the tendency in each mechanical art to- 
wards perfection begins to have force, because the artist 
is at last allowed to seek perfection, after having been 

forced for ages to move in the straight furrow of the old 
iisecl way. 

As soon as tliis great step nj^wards is ones madej 
all or almost all^ the higher gifts and graces of 
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liiiBiaiiitj have a rapid and a definite effect on 
^ verifiable . progress ’ — on progress in the narrowest, 
because in the most nniversallj admitted sense of 
the term. Success in life, then, depends, as we 
have seen, more than anything else on animated 
moderation,’ on a certain combination of energy of 
mind and balance of mind, hard to attain and harder to 
keep. And this subtle excellence is aided by all the finer 
graces of humanity. It is a matter of common obser- 
vation that, though often separated, fine taste and fine 
judgment go very much together, and especially tlmt a 
man with gross want of taste, though he may act 
sensibly and correctly for a while, is yet apt to break 
out, sooner or later, into gross practical error. In 
metaphysics, probably both taste and judgment involve 
what is termed poise of mind,’ that is the power 
of true passiveness — the faculty of ‘^waiting’ till 
the stream of impressions, whether those of life or 
those of aii] have done all that they have to do, 
and cut their full type plainly upon the mind. The 
ill-judging and the uii tasteful are both over -eager ; both 
move too quick and blur the image. In this way the 
tmion between a subtle sense of beauty and a subtle 
discretion in conduet is a natural one, because it rests 
on the common possession of a fine power, though, in 
matter of fact, that union may be often disturbed. 
A complex sea of forces and passions troubles men 
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in life and action^ wMeli in tlie calmer region of art are 
iiardlj to be felt at all. And, tlierefore, tlie cultivation 
of a fine taste tends to promote tbe function of a fine 
judgnieiitj wliieli is a main lielp in tbe complex "world 
of civilised existence. Just so too tlie manner in wMcli 


tlie more delicate parts of religion daily work in producing 
tbat ^moderation’ wMcli, upon tlie wliolCj and as a 


rnle^ is essential to long success, defining success eve"a 
in its most narrow and mundane way, miglit be worked 
out ill a liundred cases, tliougb it would not suit these 
nao*es. Maiiv of tlie finer intellectual tastes have a 

JL O ^ 


similar restraining effect; they prevent, or tend to 
prevent, a greedy voracity after tbe good tbiiigs of life, 
wliicli makes both men and nations in excessive baste to 


be rich and famous, often makes them do too mucb and 
do it ill, and so often leaves them at last witbout money 


and witbout respect. 

But there is no need to expand this fartlier. The 
principle is plain that, tbongb these better and higher 
graces of humanity are impediments and encumbrances 
ill the early fighting period, yet that in the later era they 
are among the greatest helps and benefits, and that as 
soon as governments by discussion have become strong 
enousfh to secure a stable existence, and as soon as 
they have broken the fixed rule of old custom, and 
have awakened the dormant inventiveness of men, then, 
for the first time, almost every part of human nature 
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beo-ins to sprino; forward, and begins to contribute its 

quota even to tlie narrowest^ even to ^verifiable pio- 
gress. And tliis is tlie true reason of all tbose pane- 
gyrics on liberty "wliieh are often so measured in 
expression but are in essence so true to life and nature. 
Liberty is tbe strengthening and developing power 
—the light and heat of political nature; and when 
some C^sarism" exhibits as it sometimes will an ori- 
ginality of mind, it is only because it has managed 
to make its own the products of past free times or 
neighbouring free countries ; and even that originality 
is only brief and frail, and after a little while, when 
tested by a generation or two, in time of need it falls 

away. 

Ill a complete investigation of all the conditions of 
^ verifiable progress," much else would have to be set out ; 
for example, science has secrets of her own. Nature 
does not wear her most useful lessons on her sleeve ; 
she only yields her most productive secrets, those which 
yield the most wealth and the most ^ fruit," to those 
who have gone through a long process of preliminary 
abstraction. To make a person really understand the 
' laws of motion " is not easy, and to solve even simple 
problems in abstract dynamics is to most people ex- 
ceedingly hard. And yet it is on these out-of-the-way 
investigations, so to speak, that the art of navigation, 
all physical astronomy, and all the theory of physical 
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movements at least depend. But no nation wonld before- 
liand bave tbouglit tbat in so curious a inaiiner 
sncb. great secrets were to be discovered. And man j 
nations, therefore, wMcli get on the wrong track, may be 
distanced — snpposing there to be no eoniimiiiicatioii^ — ■ 
by some nation not better than any of tlieiii ivhieli 
liappens to stumble on the right track. If there w«’e 
no Bradshaw ’ and no one knew the time at which 
trains started, a man who canght the express would not 
be a wiser or a more business-like man than he who 
missed it, and yet he would arrive whole hours sooner 
at the capital both are going to. And unless I misread 
the matter, such was often the ease with early know- 
ledge. At • any rate before a complete theory of veri- 
fiable progress ’ could he made, it ^YOuld imve to be settled 
■whether this is so or not, and the conditions of the 
development of physical science would have to be 
fully stated ; obviously you cannot explain the develop- 
ment of human comfort unless you kno'w the way in 
which men. learn and discover comfortable things. 
Then again, for a complete discussion, whether of pro- 
gress or degradation, a whole course of analysis is 
necessary as to the effect of natural agencies on man, 
and of change in those agencies. B'ut upon these I 
cannot touch; the only way to solve these great 
problems is to take them separately. I only pro- 
fess to explain what seem ■to me tlie political pre- 
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requisites of progress, and especially of early progress. 
I do tHs tlie rather because the subject is insufficiently 
examined, so that even if my views are found to be 
faulty, the discussion upon them may bring out others 
which are truer and bettero 
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Evolution of Happiness. Large crown Svo, 8s, 6d. 

CLODD, Edward F’.fP.^.^'.-The Childhood of the World - a 
Crown%4r3r‘ “ Early Times. Eighth Edition. 

A Special Edition for Schools, is. 

Religions. Including a Simple Account of 
O-ow^Sv^sr?^’'”'^* Legends. Eighth Thousand.^ 

A Special Edition for Schools, is. 6d, 
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DOWDEN^ Edward, LED, — conthitied. 

Studies In Literature, 1789-1877. Fourth Edition. Lar^e 
post Svo, ’6s, ^ 

Transcripts and Studies. Large post Svo. J2s, 

Drummond, Thomas, Under Secretary in Ireland, 1835 - 40 . 
Life and Letters. By R. Barry O’Brien. Demy Svo. 14s. 

Dulce Domum. Fcap. Svo, 5^. 

DU MONCEL, The Telephone, the Microphone, and 

the Phonograph. With 74 Illustrations. Third Edition 
Small crown Svo, 5^-. 

DUNN, H. Percy— XTitarA Health. The Physiology and Hygiene 
of Early Life. Crown Svo. ^s. 6d, 

DUEUV, History of Rome and the Roman People 

Edited by Prof. Mahaffy. With nearly 3000 Illustrations. 4to] 
6 vols. in 12 parts, 30^. each vol. 

Education Library. Edited by Sir Philip Magnus 

An Introduction to the History of Educational 
Theories. By Oscar Browning, M.A. Second Edition. 
3^. 6d, 


Industrial Education. By Sir Philip Magnus. 6s, 

Old Greek. Education. By the Rev. Prof. Mahaffy, M A 
Second Edition. 3^. 6d, 

School Management. Including a general view of the work 
of Education, Organization, and Discipline. By Joseph Landon. 

Seventh Edition. 6s, 

EDWARDES, Major-General Sir Herhert B , — Memorials of his 
Life and Letters. By his Wife. With Portrait and Illustra- 
tions. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 363'. 

Eighteenth Century Essays. Selected and Edited by Austin 
Dobson. Cheap Edition. Cloth is. 6d, 

ELSE ALE, Studies in Tennyson’s Idylls. Crown SVo, 5^. 

Emerson’s (R^ph Waldo) Life. By Oliver Wendell Holmes* 
English Copyright Edition. With Portrait. Crown Svo, 6s. 

EYTON, Rev. Robert.— Tine True Life, and other Sermons. Crown 
ovo, ‘jfs. 6d, 

Five o’clock Tea. Containing Receipts for Cakes, Savoury Sand- 
wiches, etc. Seventh Thousand. Fcap. Svo, cloth, ij. 6d ■ 
paper covers, is, ’ ' 

FLINN,p. Ireland : Its Health-Resorts and Water- 

ing-Places. With Frontispiece and Maps. Demy Svo, 5r. 
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Forbes, Bishop i A Memoir. By the Rev. Donald J. Mackay. 
With Portrait and Map. Crown 8vo, ys. 6 d. 

FOTII£/?IN'GJIA3f,James.---StVidies in the Poetry of Robert 
Browning. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 6 s. 

Franklin (Benjamin) as a Man of Betters. By J. B. Mac- 
Master. Crown Svo, 5>r. 

FI:EIVEN‘, The Economic Crisis. Crown Svo, 2s. 6 d. 

From World to Cloister; or, My Novitiate. By Bernard. 
Crown Svo, 5^, 

FULLER, Rev. -Pan- Anglicanism : What is it? or, 

The Church of the Reconciliation. Crown Svo. 5 a 

GARDINER, Samuel R., and J. BASS MULLINGER, JILA.—- 
Introduction to the Study of English History. Second 
Edition. Large crown Svo, gs. 

GEORGE, Jlemy. — Progress and Poverty. An Inquiiy into the 
Causes of Industrial Depressions, and of Increase of Want wdth 
Increase of Wealth. The Remedy. Fifth Library Edition. 
Post Svo, ys. 6 d. Cabinet Edition. Crown Svo, 2 s. 6 d. Also a 
Cheap Edition. Limp cloth, is. 6 d. ; paper covers, is. 

Protection, or Free Trade. An Examination of the Tariff 
Question, with especial regard to the Interests of Labour. Second 
Edition. Crown Svo, 5 a Cheap Edition, limp cloth, ia 6 d. ; 
paper covers, is. 

Social Problems. Fourth Thousand. Crown Svo, 5 a Cheap 
Edition, paper covers, ia ; cloth, is. 6 d. 

GILBERT, Mi'S, — Autobiography, and other Memorials. 
Edited by JosiAH Gilbert, Fifth Edition. Crown Svo, 
7a 6 d. 

GILLMORE, Parker.— and Nights by the Desert. Illus- 
trated Demy Svo, ioj. 6 d. 

GLANVILL, Joseph. — Scepsis Scientifica ; or, Confest Ignorance, 
the Way to Science ; in an Essay of the Vanity of Dogmatizing 
and Confident Opinion. Edited, wdth Introductory Essay, by 
John Owen. Elzevir Svo, printed on hand-made paper, 6a 

GLASS, H. The Story of the Psalters. A History of the 
Metrical Versions from 1549 to 1SS5. Crown Svo, 5 a 

Glossary of Terms and Phrases. Edited by the Rev. H, Perc\ 
Smith and others. Second and Cheaper Edition. Medium 
Svo, ys, 6 d. 

GLOVER, F., Exempla Batina. A First Construing Book, 

with Short Notes, Lexicon, and an Introduction to the Analysis 
of Sentences. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo, 

GOODCIIILDjJohn A» Ghats at St. Ampelio. Crowm Svo. 5A 
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GOODENOUGH^ Commodore y, G , — Memoir of, with Extracts from 
his Letters and Journals. Edited by bis Widow, With Steel 
Engraved Portrait. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 53-. 

GOEEOjV,^ Major-General C, G . — His Journals at Kartoum. 
Printed from the original MS. With Introduction and Notes by 
A. Egmo.nt Hake. Portrait, 2 Maps, and 30 Illustrations. 
Two vols., demy Svo, 2.1s. Also a Cheap Edition in i voL, 6s, 

Gordon’s (General) Last Journal. A Facsimile of the last 
Journal received in England from General Gordon. Repro- 
duced by Photo-lithography. Imperial 4to, £z 3^- 

Events in his Life. From the Day of his Birth to the Day of 
his Death. By Sir H. W. Gordon. With Maps and Illus- 
trations. Second Edition. Demy Svo, '/s. 6d. 

GOSSE, Edmund , — Seventeenth Century Studies. A Contri- 
bution to the History of English Poetry. Demy Svo, lor. 6d, 

GOUGHy E , — The Bible True from the Beginning. Vol. I, 
Demy Svo, 16s, 

GOULD, Rev, S, Baring, Germany, Present and Past. 

New and Cheaper Edition. Large crown Svo, •js, 6d, 

GO WAN, Major ^ Walter .S'.— A. Ivanoff’s Russian Grammar. 
(1 6th Edition.) Translated, enlarged, and arranged for use ot 
Students of the Russian Language. Demy Svo, 6 j. 

GOWER, Lord Ronald. My Reminiscences. Miniature Edition, 
printed on hand-made paper, limp parchment antique, loj, 6d. 

Bric-a-Brac. Being some Photoprints illustrating art objects at 
Gower Lodge, Windsor. With desciiptions. Super royal Svo, 
1 5J-. ; extra binding, 21s. 

Last Days of Mary Antoinette. An Historical Sketch. 
With Portrait and Facsimiles. Fcap. 4to, 10s, 6d, 

Notes of a Tour from Brindisi to Yokohama, 1883 - 
1884 . Fcap. Svo, 2s, 6d, 

GRAHAM, William, The Creed of Science, Religious, Moral, 

and Social. Second Edition, Revised. Crown Svo, 6s, 

The Social Problem, in its Economic, Moral, and 
Political Aspects. Demy Svo, 14^. 

GRI 3 fZEV, Rev, H, JV,, Tremadoc Sermons, chiefly on 

the Spiritual Body, the Unseen World, and the 
Divine Humanity. Fourth Edition. Crown Svo, 6^. 

The Temple of Humanity, and other Sermons. Crown Svo, 
6s, 

GURNEY, Al/red.^Onr Catholic Inheritance in the Larger 
Hope, Crown Svo, is, 6d, 

Wagner’s Parsifal. A Study. Fcap, Svo, xs. 6d, 
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HADDON, Caroline.— Larger Life, Studies in Hinton’s 
Ethics. Crown 8vo, 5^. 

HAECKEL, Erof. The History of Creation. Translation 

revised by Professor E. Ray Lankester, M.A., E.R.S. With 
and Genealogical Trees of the various groups 
of both Plants and Animals. 2 vols. Third Edition. Post 
8vo, 32J. 

The History of the Evolution of Man. With numerous 
Illustrations. 2 vols. Post Svo, 30?. 

A Visit to Ceylon. Post Svo, 7 j*. 6^/, 

Freedom in Science and Teaching. With a Prefatory Note 
by T. H. Huxley, F.R.S, Crown Svo, 51. 

Hamilton, Memoirs of Arthur, B.A., of Trinity CoUege, Cam- 
bndge. Crown Svo, 6s, ^ 

Handbook of Home Rule, being Articles on the Irish Question by 
Edited by James Bryce, M.P. Second 
hdition. “ Crown Svo, is. sewed, or is. 6d. cloth. 

HA WEIS, Eev. m E., MA.— Current Coin. Matehalism—The 

— The Sabbath. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo, £s. 

Arrows in the Air. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo, 5r. 

Speech in Season. Sixth Edition. Crown Svo, sr. 

Thoughts for the Times. Fourteenth Edition. Crown Svo, sr. 
Unsectarian Family Prayers. New Edition. Fcap. Svo! 

IS. 6d, 


HAWTHORNE, Nathaniel. — Works. Complete in Twelve Volumes. 
Large post Svo, *js. 6d. each volume. 

HEIDENHAIN, Rudolph, M.D . — Hypnotism, or Animal Mag- 
netism. With Preface by G. J. Romanes. Second Edition. 
Small crown Svo, 2.s. 6d, 

HENDRIKS, Dorn Lawrence.^illie London Charterhouse : its 
Monks and its Martyrs. Illustrated. Demy Svo, I4j'. 

HIE^TON, y . — Life and Letters. With an Introduction by Sir W. 
W. Gull, Bart., and Portrait engraved on Steel by C. H. Teens, 
Sixth Edition. Crown Svo, 8s. 6d. 

Philosophy and Religion. Selections from the Manuscripts of 
the late James Hinton. Edited by Caroline PIabdOaN. Second 
Edition. Crown Svo, 5^*. 

The Law Breaker, and The Coming of the Law. 
Edited by Margaret Hinton. Crown Svo, 65. 

The Mystery of Pain. Hew Edition. Fcap. Svo, u, 

Homer’s Iliad. Greek text, with a Translation by J. G. Cordery, 
2 vols. Demy Svo, 24^-. 
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IfOOF£^, Little Dinners : How to Serve them with 

Elegance and Economy. Twenty-first Edition. Crown 
Svo, 2s. 6£i, 

Cookery for Invalids, Persons of Delicate Digestion, 
and Children. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo, 2s, 6d, 

Every-day Meals. Being Economical and Wholesome Recipes 
for Breakfast, Luncheon, and Supper. Seventh Edition. Crown 
Svo, 2J. 6d, 

/^OPA7^£, Alike. — Work amongst Working Men. Sixth 
Edition. Crown Svo, 6d, 

ffOAiVADAy, tv. r.— Two Tears in a Jungle. With Illustrations. 
Demy Svo, 21s. 

//OSPITAllEFi E.— -The Modern Applications of EXectricitv. 
Translated and Enlarged by Julius Maier, Ph.D. 2 vols. 
Second Edition, Revised, with many additions and numerous 
Illustrations. Demy Svo, 25^. 

//OJVAFjD, Fd'erl, Jl/.A.—The Church of England and other 
Eeligious Communions- A course of Lectures delivered in 
the Parish Church of Clapham. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 

ffiWI)3fAjV, H. M. — The Historical Basis of Socialism in 
England. Large crown Svo, Ss. 6d. 

IDDESLEIGH, Ea^-l d?/:— The Pleasures, Dangers, and Uses 
of Desultory Reading. Fcap. Svo, 2j. 6d, 

IM THURK\ Everard A— Among the Indians of Guiana. 
Being Sketches, chiefly anthropologic, from the Interior of British 
Guiana. With 53 Illustrations and a Map, Demy Svo, iSs. 

yEAFFRESON, Herhe7’t H.- — The Divine Unity and Trinity. 
Demy Svo, I2j‘. 

jE AIR INS, E,, and RAYMOND, y , — The Architect’s Legal 
Handbook- Fourth Edition, revised. Crown Svo, 6s. 

yENN/NS, Rev, Camn R, C. — Heraldry. English and Foreign- 
With a Dictionary of Heraldic Terms and 156 Illustrations. 
Small crowm Svo, 3^*. 6d, 

Jerome, St., Life, By M. J. Martin. Crown Svo, 6s, 

yOEL, L , — A Consul’s Manual and Shipowner’s and Ship- 
master’s Practical Guide in their Transactions 
Abroad. With Definitions of Nautical, Mercantile, and Legal 
Terms; a Glossary of MercantUe Terms in EngHsh, French, 
German, Italian, and Spanish ; Tables of the Money, Weights, 
and Measures of the Principal Commercial Nations and their 
Equivalents in British Standards; and Forms of Consular and 
Notarial Acts. Demy Svo, 12^-. 
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JOHNSTOMy JI, If., F.Z.S . — The Kilima-njaro Kxpedition, 
. A Record of Scientific Exploration in Eastern Equatorial Africa, 
and a General Description of the Natural History, Languages, 
and Commerce of the Kilima-njaro District. With 6 Maps, and 
over So Illustrations by the Author. Demy Svo, 21s. 

FAUFMANN, Rev. 31., 31. A . — Socialism its Nature, its Dangers, 
and its Remedies considered. Crown Svo, ^s. 6d. 

Utopias ; or. Schemes of Social Improvement, from Sir Thomas 
IMore to Karl Marx, Crown Svo, 51. 

Christian Socialism. Crown Svo, 4.?. 6d. 

FAY, David, * 5 '.’— Education and Educators. Crown Svo. 

7x. 6d, 

Memory ; what it is and how to improve it. Crown 
Svo, 6s. 

FA y, yoseph.-^-Yvee Trade in Land. Edited by his Widow. With 
Preface by the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P. Seventh 
Edition. Crown Svo, ^s. 

*** ^ cheaper edition, without the Appendix, but with a Review 

of Recent Changes in the Land Laws of England, by the Right 
Hon. G. Osborne Morgan, Q.C, M.P. Cloth, 6d. ; paner 
covers, is. ^ 

FELFEiW.ff. H — An Epitome of English Grammar for 
“me Use of Students. Adapted to the London Matriculation 
Course and Similar Examinations. Crown Svo, 4s. 6d. 

FEIIPIS,^ Thomas h.--Oi the Imitation of Christ. Parchment 
Libraiy Edition. — Parchment or cloth, 6s . ; vellum, *js. 6d. The 
Red Line Edition, fcap. Svo, cloth extra, 2s. 6d. The Cabinet 
Edition, small Svo, cloth limp, is. ; cloth boards, is. 6d. The 
Miniature Edition, cloth limp, 32mo, is. ; or with red lines, i.f. 6d, 
All the above Editions may be had in various extra bindings. 

Notes of a Visit to the Scenes in which his Life was 
spent. With numerous Illustrations. By F. R. Cruise, M.D 
Demy Svo, 12s, 

FENDALL, Kinship of Men. An argument from 

Pedigrees, or Genealogy viewed as a Science. With Diao-rams 
Crown Svo, 5^, 

FENNARD, Rev. R. E.—A Manual of Confirmation. iSmo 
Sewed, :^d. ; cloth, is. i 

FIDD, yosepk, Jfl^.—The Laws of Therapeutics ; or, the Science 
and Art of Medicme. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 6x, 

FIFGS^ORD, Anna, The Perfect Way in Diet A 

Tre^ise advocating a Return to the Natural and Ancient Food of 
our Race, Third Edition. Small crown Svo, zs. 
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KINGSLEY, Charles, I-etters and Memories of his X-ife. 

Edited by liis Wife. With two Steel En^aved Portraits, and 
Vignettes on Wood. Sixteenth Cabinet Edition. 3 vols. Crown 

SVO, I2J, 

Also a People’s Edition, in one volume. With Portrait. Crown 
Svo, di-. 

All Saints’ Day, and other Sermons. Edited by the Rev. W’'. 
Harrison. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 

True Words for Brave Men. A Book for Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Libraries, Sixteenth Thousand. Crown Svo, 2 ^. 6£ 

KNOX, Alexander A.-— New Playground ; or, Wanderings in 
Algeria. New and Cheaper Edition. Large crown Svo, 6s. 

Lamartine, Alphonse de, Life. By Lady Margaret Domvile. 
Large crown Svo, yx. 6d. 

Land Concentration and Irresponsibility of Political Power, 
as causing the Anomaly of a Widespread State of Want by the 
Side of the Vast Supplies of Nature. Crown Svo, 5x. 

ZAND ON, yoseph.—School Management ; Including a General View 
of the Work of Education, Organization, and Discipline. Seventh 
Edition. Crown Svo, 6s, 

LANG, Andrezi?. — Lost Leaders. Crown Svo, 5x. 

LA URIE, S. S, — The Hise and Early Constitution of Univer- 
sities, With a Survey of Mediaeval Education. Crown Svo, 6x. 

LEFEVRE,\RigJit Hon, G, Peel and O’Gonnell. Demy 

Svo, lox. 6d. 

Incidents of Coercion. A Journal of visits to Ireland. Third 
Edition, Crown Svo, limp cloth, is, 6d, ; paper covers, ix. 

Letters from an Unknown Friend. By the Author of Charles 
Lowder.” With a Preface by the Rev. W. H. Cleaver. Fcap. 
Svo, IX. 

LILLIE, Arthur, 3LR.A,S,—^e Popular Life of Buddha. 
Containing an Answer to the Hibbert Lectures of iSSi. With 
Illustrations. Crown Svo, 6x. 

Buddhism in Christendom or, Jesus the Essene. With 
Illustrations. Demy Svo, 15 X. 

little, E. a, — Log-Book Notes through Life. Oblong. 
Illustrated. 6x. 

LQCHER, Car/.— An Explanation of Organ Stops, %vith Hints 
for Effective Combinations. Demy Svo, Sx. 

LONGFELLOW, H, Wadsworth.— JAte, By his Brother, Samuel 
Longfellow. Wi^ Portraits and Illustrations. 3 vols. Demy 
8vo, 42X, 
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TONSDALE, Margaret.— SA&Xse Dora : a Biography. With Portrait. 
Thirtieth Edition. Small cro\vii 8vo, 2 j. m, 

George Eliot : ThougMs upon lier Life, her Books, and 
Herself. Second Edition. Small crown Svo, i.?. td. 

LOUNSBURY, Thomas i?.~James Fenimore Cooper. With 
Portrait. CroTO Svo, 5^. 

LOWDER, Charles,— K Biography. By Anthor of '‘ St. Teresa.” 
Twelfth Edition. Crown Svo. With Portrait. 3^.6^/. 

lilCKES Eva C, Lectures on General Hissing, delivered to 
the Probationers of the London Hospital Training School for 
Nurses. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 2^. 6^. 

LYTTON", Edward Bulwer^ Lord, — Life, Letters and Literary 
^ Remains. By his Son, the Earl of Lytton. With Portraits, 

Illustrations and Facsimiles. Demy Svo. Vols. I. and 11. , :,2J. 

MACHIAVELLI, NiccoU, and Times. By Prof. Villari. 
Translated by Linda Villari. 4 vols. Large post Svo, 48^. 

Thscourses on the First Decade of Titus Livius, Trans- 
kted from the Italian by Ninian Hili. Thomson, M.A. Large 
crown Svo, I2j. 

\ ? The Prince. Translated from the Italian ^ 7 B[* Small 
crown ivo, printed on hand-made paper, bevelled boards, ox. 

MACNEILL, y. G. Swift.— EL omi tlxe Union was carried. 

Crown Svo, cloth, ir. bi. ; paper covers, ir. 

Jir jS a mis Laiv —About the Jews since Bible Times. From the 
MA till tiie English Exodus. Small crown Svo, 6r. 

' MAGNUS, Sir A;«7ri>. -Industrial Education. Crown Svo, 6r. 
Maintenon, Madame de. By Emily Bowles. With Portrait, 
Large crown SvOj J-^^* 

Manv Voices. A volume of Extracts from the Religious Writers of 
Many “ the First to the Sixteenth Century. With 

Biographical Sketches. Crown Svo, cloth extra, red edges, 6j. 

MARKHAM, Gaft. Albert Hastings, A.iV.-The Great Frozen pa: 

A Personal Narrative of the Voyage of the Al^ dunng the pctic 
Exoedition of l 87 S- 6 . With 6 full-page Blustrations, 2 Maps, 
and 27 Woodcuts. Sixth and Cheaper Edition. Crovm Svo, 6r. 

MARTINEAU, Gertrude.-Qv.U\rs^ Lessons on Morals. Small 

crown Svo, 3 'S‘- 

MAS ON y Charlotte Education: a Course of Lectures to 

Ladies. Crown Svo, 3x. 6^/. 

masse Y f Cerald. Secret Drama of Shakspeare’s 

gonnets- 4to, i2x. 
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Matter and Knergy _: An Examination of the Fundamental Corcpn 
ceptions of Physical Force. By B. L. L. Small crown Sv^S 
MATVCE, H. Ogi-am. A Wanderer. Crown Svo, Cr. 
MAUDSLEY, H., and Will. Bein<r -^n F>sav 

Seemings. Second 
-- Cheaper 

McKINsYEy,^S.^B. C.-Science and Art of Religion. Crown 
MILLER^ Edward.— RCUe History and Boctrinpc; nf TT>^r;^ • 

Sor?"”* ““ c™a.°' Sr 

MILLS, Herbe,t —Po-venY and the State ; or. Wort for thp 

employed. ^ An Inquiry into the Causes and Extent of Enforced 

Hleness, with a Statement of a Remedy. Crown Svo 6s r'l* 

Edition, limp cloth, ir. 61. ; paper covers, ir ’ 

tHIMTOM, Eev. Erands.— Capital and -Wages. Svo is^ 

Mitchel. John. E^e. By WxLU.«t Dt..o.x. a vols’. With 

MITCHELL, Lucy M.—K History of Ancient Sculpture With 
ro“,““! including 6 Plates in PhotSype ' Suje^ 

MIVART, Si. George.— Ors Truth. Demy Svo, i6s. 

MOCKLER, E.—A Grammar of the Baloochee Lan^„-,o-» 

It IS spoken in Makinn (Ancient GedrosiaL in the Pe^k AraWc 

and Roman characters. Fcap. Svo, Sr. x^eisia-Aratnc 

MOHL, and Recollections of. By 

Svo.^isi' ^ Portraits and Two Illustrations. Demy 

MOLESJYORTII, Rev. W. iVassaet, A/. A. —History of the Church 
of England from 1660. Large crown Svo, yr. 6d 

il/OiPAZZ, y.f?.— Euclid Simplified in Method and Language. 

Fr^vf Geometry. Compiled from the most important 

MWf^r3p^kv approved by the University of Paris and the 
Mimstci of Public Instruction, Peup, Svo, 2 ^. ^d, 

MORISOH, 7 . Coiter —Th.e Service of Man: an Essay towards the 
Religion of the Future. Crown Svo, sr. ^ 

MORRIS, C^ver^^^ K J MMster to -Diary and Letters. 
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MQRSE^ E. S., PIi.D \ — First Book of Zoology. With numerous 
Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, 2j. 6^/. 

My Lawyer ; A Concise Abridgment of the Laws of England. By a 
Barrister-at-Law. Crown Svo, 6i*. ^d, 

INT atural History. “ Riverside ” Edition. Edited by J. S. Kingsley. 
6 vols. 4to. 22GO Illustrations. 6s. 

A^ELSON', y. If., If. A . — A Prospectus of the Scientific Study 
of the Hindu Law. Demy Svo, gs. 

Indian Usage and Judge-made Law in Madras. Demy 
Svo, 12^. 

NEVILL, F.---The Service of God. Small 4to, 3^. 6d. 

NEWMAN, Cardinal . — Characteristics from the Writings of. 
Being Selections from his various Works. Arranged with the 
Author’s personal Approval. Eighth Edition. With Portrait. 
CrovT.1 Svo, 6s. 

A Portrait of Cardinal Newman, mounted for framing, can 
he had, 2s. 6d. 

AE'WMAN, Francis WilHam . — Essays on Diet. Small crown Svo, 
cloth limp, 2s. 

Miscellanies. Vol. II. Essays, Tracts, and Addresses, Moral 
and Religious. Demy Svo, 12s. 

Reminiscences of Two Exiles and Two Wars. Crown 
Svo, 3r. 6d. 

Hew Social Teachings. By Politicus. Small crown Svo, 5.7. 

NICOLS, Arihur, F.G.S., F.R.G.S . — Chapters from the Physical 
History of the Earth : an Introduction to Geology and 
Palaeontology. With numerous Illustrations. Crown Svo, 5r. 

NOEL, TJie lion. Roden . — Essays on Poetry and Poets. Demy 
Svo, I2jr. * 

A"OFS, Marzamte.^ClsiSS Lessons on Euclid. Part I. containing 
the First Two Books of the Elements. Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

Huces; Exercises on the Syntax of tpie Public School Latin 
Primer. New Edition in Three Parts. Crown Svo, each is , 
*** The Three Parts can also be had bound together, 3^. 

OATES, Frank, F.R.G.S . — Matabele Land and the Victoria 
Falls. A Naturalist’s Wanderings in the Interior of South 
Africa. Edited by C. G. Oates, B. A, With numerous Illustra- 
tions and 4 Maps. Demy Svo, 2 Lr. 

O'BRIEN, R, Barrji.-^lTish. Wrongs and English Remedies, 
with other Essays, Crown Svo, 5 a 

OLIVER, Rokri,~-~lJxxriotioed Analogies. A Talk on the Irish 
Question. CroTO Svo, 3A 
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ffiMEAEA, Kathleen.-'B-Soxx Perreyve and his Coiansels to 
tlie Sick. Small crown Svo, 5^. 

- “is 

Crown 8vOj 3'^* 

Our Priests and their Tithes. By a Priest of the Province of 
Canterbury. Crown Svo, 5^. 

rv T>nWir Scliools—Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Rugby, 
WestSter, Marlborough, The Charterhouse. 

Crown Svo, 6^. 

OWEN> F. il/.-Across the Hills. Small crown Svo, ir. (>d. 

NeWMAK, with Portrait. Crovm Svo, 8r. Orf. 

Early Christian Symbolism. ^ A Series of Compositions frorn 
^Frisco Paintino-s, Glasses, and Sculptured Sarcoph^. Edited 
ll Z RSrprfmst Noethcote, D.D., and die Rev. Canon 
Brownlow, M.A. Wiflr Coloured Plates, folio, 42s., or with 
Plain Plates, folio, 2^s. 

Parchment Library. Choicely Printed on hand-made paper, limp 
pafchnient antique or cloth, 6r. ; vellum, yr. 6<f. each volume. 

Sartor Resartu&. By Thomas Cap^lyle. 

The Poetical Works of John Milton. 2 vols. 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Edited by A, W. Pollard. 

2 vols. ^ . 

T Ptt^^^rs and Journals of Jonathan Swift. Selected and 

■ edited,^via a Commentaiyana Notes, by Stanley Lane-Poole. 

■np Ouincey’s Confessions of an English Opium Eater, 
° Re^iiSed from the First Edition. Edited by Richard GARNErr. 

The Gospel according to Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 

Selections from the Prose Writings of Jonathan Swift. 
° With a Preface and Notes by St.anley Lane-Poole and 
Portrait, 

English Sacred Lyrics. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds’s Discourses. Edited by Edmund 
Gosse. 

Selections from Milton’s Prose Writings. Edited by 
Ernest Myers. 
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Parchment lJihvBXY '--<: onthmed . . 

The Pook of Psalms. Translated by tbe Rev. Canon T. K. 
Ckeyne, M.A., D.D. 

The Vicar of Wakefield. With Preface and Notes by Austin 
Dobson. 

Knglish Comic Dramatists. Edited by Oswald Crawfurd. 

English Lyrics. 

The Sonnets of John Milton. Edited by Mark Pattison. 
With Portrait after Vertue. 

French Lyrics. Selected and Annotated by George Saints- 
EURY. AVith a IMiniature Frontispiece designed and etched by 
H. G. GHndoni. , 

Fables by Mr. John Gay. With Memoir by Austin Dobson, 
and an Etched Portrait from an unfinished Oil Sketch by Sir 
Godfrey ICneller. 

Select Letters of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by Richard Garnett. 

The Christian Year. Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and 
Holy Days throughout the Year. With Miniature Portrait of the 
Rev. J. ICeble, after a Dravdng by G. Richmond, R.A. 

Shakspere’s Works. Complete in Twelve Volumes, 

Eighteenth Century Essays. Selected and Edited by Austin 
Dobson. With a Miniature Frontispiece by R. Caldecott. 

Q. Horati Flacci Opera. Edited by F. A. Cornish, Assistant 
Master at Eton. AAhth a Frontispiece after a design by L. Alma 
Tadema, etched by Leopold Lowenstam. 

Edgar Allan Poe’s Poems. With an Essay on his Poetry by 
Andrew Lang, and a Frontispiece by Linley Sambourne. 

Shakspere’s Sonnets. Edited by Edward Dowden. With a 
Frontispiece etched by Leopold Lowenstam, after the. Death 
Mask. 

English Odes. Selected by Edmund Gosse. AVith Frontis- 
piece on India paper by Hamo Thomycroft, A. R.A. 

Of the Imitation of Christ. By Thomas a Eempis. A 
revised Translation. With Frontispiece on India paper, from a 
Design by W. B. Richmond. 

Poems ; Selected from Percy Bysshe Shelley. Dedicated to 
Lady Shelley., With a Preface by Richard Garnett and a 
Miniature Frontispiece. 

PAESLOE, yoseph . — Onr Railways. Sketches, Historical and 
Descriptive. AVith Practical Information as to Fares and Rates, 
etc., and a Chapter on Railway Reform. Crown 8vo, 6^. 
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PASCAL,, Blaise , — The Thoughts of. Translated from the Text of 
Auguste Molinier, by C. Kegan Paul. Large crown Svo, with 
Frontispiece, printed on hand -made paper, parchment antique, or 
cloth, I2A ; vellum, i$s. New Edition. Crown Svo, 6s, * 

PAWN, W, .4.— Down the Islands.' A Voyage to the Caribbees. 
Vvith Illustration. Medium Svo, ibr. * 

PA UL, C. —Biographical Sketches. Printed on hand-made 

paper, bound in buckram. Second Edition. Crown Svo, ^s. ^6d, 

PEABSON, Lev. -F.— Week-day Living. A Book for Young Men 
and Women, Second Edition. Crown Svo, 5^’. ^ 

PENPICE, Llajor J,~KT3.'b\c and Knglish Dictionary of the 
Koran. 4to, 21s. 

PESCHEL, Dr, Oscar , — The Races of Man and their Geo- 
graphical Distribution. Second Edition. Large crown 
Svo, 9^“. 

PIDGEON, Engineer’s Holiday; or, Notes of a Round 

Trip from Long. 0° to 0°. Ne\v and Cheaper Edition. Lar^e 
crown Svo, *js, 6d, 

Old World Questions and New World Answers. Second 
Edition. Large crown Svo, *]s. 6d. 

Plain Thoughts for Men. Eight Lectures delivered at Forester’s 
Flail, Clerkenvrell, during the London I^Iission, 1SS4. Crown 
Svo, cloth, 6d paper covers, is. 

PLOWRIGHT, C. B. — The British Uredinese and UstilagineaB. 
With Illustrations. Demy Svo, I2^r. 

PRICE, Prof. — Chapters on Practical Political 

Economy. Being the Substance of Lectures delivered before 
the University of Oxford. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 
Svo, 5 j. 

Prigment, The.^ “The Life of a Prig,” “Prig’s Bede,” “Flow to 
Make a Saint,” “The Chiirgress.” In i vol. Crown Svo, 6 j. 
Prig’s Bede ; the Venerable Bede, Expurgated, Expounded, and Ex- 
posed. By “ The Prig.” Second^Edition. Fcap. Svo, 3^ 6d, 

Pulpit Commentary, The. {Old Testament Senes.) Edited by the 
Rev. J. S. Exell, M.A., and the Very Rev. Dean PI. D. M. 
Spence, M.A., D.D. 

Genesis. By the Rev. T. Wpiitela^v, D.D. With Homilies by 
the Very Rev. J. F. Montgomery, D.D., Rev. Prof. R. A. 
Redford, M.A., LL.B., Rev. F. Hastings, Rev. W. 
Roberts, M.A. An Introduction to the Study of the Old 

Testament by the Venerable Archdeacon Farrar, D.D., F.R. S. ; 

» and Introductions to the Pentateuch by the Right Rev. H. CoT^ 
TERILL, D.D., and Rev. T, WhiteLx\w, M.A. Ninth Edition* 

I vol., 15^. 
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Pulpit Commentary, continued. 

Exodus. By the Bev. Canon Rawlinson. With Homilies by 
Rev. J. Orr, D.D., Rev. D. Young, B.A., Rev. C. A. Good- 
hart, Rev. J. Urquhart, and the Rev. H. T. Robjohns. 
Fourth Edition. 2 vols., 9^. each. 

Leviticus. By the Rev. Prebendary Meyrick, M.A. With 
Introductions by the Rev. R. Collins, Rev. Professor A. Cave, 
and Homilies by Rev. Prof. Bedford, LL.B., Rev. J. A. 
Macdonald, Rev. W. Clarkson, B. A., Rev. S. R. Aldridge, 
LL.B., and Rev. McCheyne Edgar. Fourth Edition. i$s. 

numbers.* By the Rev. R. Winterbotham, LL.B. With 
Homilies by the Rev. Professor W. Binnie, D.D., Rev. E. S. 
Prout, M.A., Rev. D. Young, Rev. J. Waite, and an Intro- 
duction by the Rev. Thomas Whitelaw, M.A. Fifth 
Edition. 15^. 

Deuteronomy. By the Rev. W. L. Alexander, D.D. With 
Homilies by Rev. C. Clemance, D.D., Rev. J. Orr, D.D., 
Rev. R. IM. Edgar, M.A., Rev. D. Davies, M.A. Fourth 
edition. 15^, 

Joshua. By Rev. J. J. Lias, M.A. With Homilies by Rev. 
S. R. Aldridge, LL.B., Rev. R. Glover, Rev. E. de 
PressensR, D.D., Rev. J. Waite, B. A., Rev. W. F. Adeney, 
M.A. ; and an Introduction by the Rev. A. Plummer, M-.A. 
Fifth Edition. I2J-. 6 d, 

Judges and Ruth. By the Bishop of Bath and Wells, and 
Rev. J. Morison, D.D. "With Homilies by Rev. A. F. Muir, 
M.A., Rev. W. F. Adeney, M.A., Rev. W. M. Statham, and 
Rev. Professor J. Tho:.ison, M.A. Fifth Edition. 101. 6 d. 

1 and 2 Samuel. By the Very Rev. R. P. Smith, D.D. With 
Plomilies by Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D., Rev. Prof. Chapman, 
and Rev. B. Dale. Seventh Edition. i5r. each. 

1 Kings. By the Rev. Joseph Hammond, LL.B. With Homilies 
by the Rev. E. DE Pressens^, D.D., Rev. J, Waite, B.A., 
Rev. A. Rowland, LL.B., Rev. J. A. Macdonald, and Rev. 
J. Urquhart. Fifth Edition. 15^. 

1 Chronicles. By the Rev. Prof. P. C. Barker, M.A., LL.B. 
With Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, M.A,, Rev. R. 
Tuck, B.A., Rev. W. Clarkson, B.A., Rev, F. Whitfield, 
M. A., and Rev. Richard Glover. 151. 

Ezra, Kehemiah, and Esther. By Rev. Canon G. Rawlinson, 
M.A. With Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, M.A., Rev. 
Prof, R. A. Redford, LL.B., M.A., Rev. W. S. Lewis, M.A., 
Rev. J. A. Macdonald, Rev. A. Mackennal, B.A., Rev. W. 
Clarkson, B.A., Rev.. F. Hastings, Rev. W. -Dinwiddie, 
LL.B., Rev. Prof. Rowlands, B.A., Rev. G. Wood, B.A,, 
Rev. Prof. P. C. Barker, M. A., LL.B., and the Rev. J. S. 
Exell, M.A. Seventh Edition, i vol., 12s. 6 d, 
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Pulpit Commentary, 'Xh^—coniimted, 

Isaiah. By the Rev. Canon G. Rawlinson, M.A. With Homilies 
by Rev, Prof. E. Johnson, M.A., Rev. W. Clarkson, B. A., 
Rev. W. M, Statham, and Rev. R. Tuck, B.A. Second 
Edition. 2 vols. , i 5 a each. 

Jeremiah. (Vol. I.) By the Rev. Canon T. K. Cheyne, 
D.D. With Homilies by the Rev. W. F. Adeney, M.A., Rev- - 

A. F. Muir, M.A., Rev. S. Conway, B.A., Rev. J. Waite, 

B. A., and Rev. D. Young, B.A. Third Edition. 15A 
Jeremiah (Vol. II.) and lamentations- By Rev. Canon T. K. 

Cheyne, D.D. With Homilies by Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, 
M.A., Rev. W. F. Adeney, M.A., Rev. A. F. Muir, M.A., 
Rev, S. Conway, B.A., Rev. D. Young, B.A. 15^ 

Kosea and Joel. By the Rev. Prof. J. J. Given, Ph.D., D.D. 
With Homilies by the Rev. Prof. J. R. Ti-io]\ison, Rev. 

A. RowLx\nd, B.A., LL.B., Rev. C. Jerdan, M.A., LL.B., 
Rev. J. Orr, D.D., and Rev. D. Thomas, D.D. 15A 
Pulj)lt Commentary, The. {N'ew Tesianient Series.) 

St. Mark. By Yery Rev. E. Bickersteth, D.D., Dean of Lich- 
field. Vhth 'PIomilies by Rev. Prof. Thomson, M.A., Rev. Prof. 

J. J. Given, Ph.D., D.D., Rev. Prof. Johnson, M.A., Rev. A. 
Rowland, B.A., LL.B., Rev. A. Muir, and Rev. R. Green. 
Fifth Edition. 2 vols., los. 6 d, each. 

St. Luke. By the Very Rev. H. D, M. Spence. With Homilies 
by the E.ev. J.. Marshall Lang, D.D., Rev. W. CLxYRkson, 
and Rev. R. M. Edgar. Vol. I., ioa 6 d, 

St. John. By Rev. Prof. H. R. Reynolds, D.D. With 
Homilies by Rev. Prof. T. Croskery, D.D., Rev. Prof. J. R. 
Thomson, M.A., Rev. D. Young, B.A., Rev. B. Thomas, 
Rev. G. Brown. Second Edition. 2 vols., 15A each. 

The Acts of the Apostles. By the Bishop of Bath and Wells. 
With Homilies by Rev. Prof. P. C. Barker, M.A., LL.B., Rew 
Prof. E. Johnson, M.A., Rev. Prof. R. A. Redford, LL.B., 
Rev. R. Tuck, B.A., Rev. W. Clarkson, B.A. Fourth 
Edition, 2 vols., ioa 6 d each. 

1 Corinthians. By the Yen. Archdeacon Farrar, D.D. With 

Homilies by Rev. Ex-Chancellor Lipscomb, LL.D., Rev. 
David Thomas, D.D., Rev. D. Fraser, D.D., Rev. Prof. 
J. R. Thomson, M.A., Rev. J. Waite, B.A., Rev. R. Tuck, 
B.A., Rev. E. Hurndall, M. A.,' and Rev. H. Bremner, B.D. 
Fourth Edition. 15A 

2 Corinthians and Galatians. By the Ven. Archdeacon 
Farrar, D.D., and Rev. Prebendary E. Huxtable. With 
Homilies by Rev. Ex-ChanceUor Lipscomb, LL.D., Rev. David 
Thomas, D.D., Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D., Rev. R. Tuck, 
B.A., Rev. E. Hurndall, M.A., Rev. Prof. J. R. Thomson, 
M.A., Rev. R. Finlayson, B.A., Rev. W. F. Adeney, M.A., 
Rev. R. M, Edgar, M.A., and Rev. T. Croskery, D.D. Second 
Edition. ' 2IA 
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Pulpit Commentary, Tlie — contimted, 

Epliesians, Philippians, and Coiossians. By the Rev. Prof. 
W. G. Blaikie, D.D., Rev. B. C. Caffin, M.A., and Rev. G. 
G. Findlay, B.A. With Homilies by Rev. D. Thoimas, D.D-s 
R ev. R. M. Edgar, M.A,, Rev. R. Finlayson, B.A., Rev. 
W. F. Adeney, M.A., Rev. Prof. T. Croskery, D.B., Rev. 
E. S. Prout, M.A., Rev. Canon Vernon Hutton, and 
Rev. U. R. Thomas, D.D. Second Edition. 21s. 


Tliessaldnians, Timotliy, Titus, and Philemon. By the 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, Rev. Dr. Gloag, and Rev. Br. Eales. 
With Homilies by the Rev. B. C. Caffin, M.A., Rev. R- 
Finlayson, B.A., Rev. Prof. T. Croskery, B.B., Rev. W. F. 
Adeney, M.A., Rev. W. M. Statham, and Rev. B. Thomas, 
B.B. 15A 

Hebrews and dames. By the Rev. J. Barmby, B.B., and Rev, 
Prebendary E. C. S. Gibson, M.A. With Homiletics by^ tiio 
Rev. C. Jerdan, 3M.A., LL.B., and Rev. Prebendary E. C. S. 
Gibson. And Homilies by the Rev. W^. Jones, Rev. C. New, 
Rev. B, Young, B.A., Rev. J. S. Bright, Rev. T. F. Lockyek, 
B.A., and Rev. C. Jerdan, M.A., LL.B. Second Edition. 


n^SEV Z>r.— Sermons for the Church’s Seasons^ from 
^Advent to Trinity. Selected from the Published Sermons 
of the late Edward Bouverie Pusey, B.B. Crown Svo, 5s . 
OUEKETT, Rev, JF.— My Sayings and Doings. With Remi- 
niscences of niy Life. With Illustrations. Bemy Svo, iSi*. 
RANKE, Leopold zw?.— Universal History. The oldest Historical 
Group of Nations and the Greeks. Edited by G. W‘ . Prothero. 
Bemy Svo, 16.?. 

Remedy (The) for Landlordism ; or, Free Land Tenure. Small 
crown Svo, 2 s, 6 d. 

rpNDELL, % M . — Concise Handbook of the Island of 
Madeira. With Plan of Funchal and Map of the Island. Fcap. 
Svo, IS, 6 d, 

REYNOLDS, Rev, J, JF.-The Supernatural in Nature. ^ A 
Verification by Free Use of Science. Third Edition, Revised 
and Enlarged. Bemy Svo, 14.?. 

The Mystery of Miracles. Third and Erdarged Edition. 
Crown Svo, 6 j. 

The Mystery of the Universe our Common Faith. Demy 
Svo, 145. 

The World to Come : Immortality a Physical Fact, Crown 

'Svo, 6 a ^ , _ , . ■ 

RIBOT, Prof, Heredity ; A Psychological Study of its Phenomena, 
its Laws, its Causes, and its Consequences. Second Edition. 
Large crown Svo, 94*. 
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RICHARDSON^ Austin,— are the Catholic Claims?” 
With Introduction by Rev. Luke Ritington. Crown 8vo 
3^. di/. ’ 

RIFINGTON, Authority, or a Plain Reason for ioin- 

ing the Church of Rome. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. 
Ss, 6d, ’ 


ROBERTSON, late Rev, F. W,, MA.—X.ife and Letters of. 
Edited by the Rev. Stopford Brooke, M.A. 

I. Two vols., uniform with the Sermons. With Steel Portrait 
Crown Svo, 7^. 61, 

II. Library Edition, in Demy Svo, with Portrait. I2s . 

III. A Popular Edition, in i vol. Crown Svo, 6s , 

Sermons. Five Series. Small crown Svo, 3^-. 61. each. 

Hotes on Genesis. New and Cheaper Edition. Small crown Svo 

3 ^. 6d. ’ 


Expository Lectures on St. Paul’s Epistles to the 
Corinthians. A New Edition. Small crown Svo, 

Lectures and Addresses, with other Literary Remains. A New 
Edition. Small crown Svo, 5^. 

An Analysis of Tennyson’s “ In Memoriam.” (Dedicated 
by Permission to the Poet-Laureate.) Fcap. Svo, 2s . 

The Education of the Human Race. Translated from the 
German of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. Fcap. Svo, 2s . 61. 

A Portrait of the late Rev. F. W. Robertson, mounted for framincr 
can be had, 2s. 61. 


ROGERS, William. — Reminiscences. Compiled by R. H. Hadden. 
With Portrait. Crown Svo, 6s , Cheap Edition, 2s . 6d , 

ROMANES, G. J. — Mental Evolution in Animals. With a 
Posthumous Essay on Instinct by Charles Darwin, F.R.S. 
Demy Svo, 12s . 

Mental Evolution in Man ; Origin of Human Faculty. 
Demy Svo, 14s . 

ROSMIN'I SERB ATI, Antonia. — Life. By the Rev. W. Lockhart. 
2 vols. With Portraits. Crown Svo, I2 ji. 

ROSS, Italian Sketches. With 14 full-page Illustrations. 

Crown Svo, ^s. 6d, 


RULE, Martin, M.A. — The Life and Times of St. Anselm, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the 
Britains. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 32A 

SANTIAGOE, Daniel. — The Curry Cook’s Assistant. Fcap. Svo, 
cloth. IS. 6d. ; paper covers, is. 

S AVERY, C. E. — ^The Church of England; an Historical 
Sketch. Crown Svo, is.6d. 
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SA VCE, Rev. ArMaid —Introduction to the Science of 
Language. 2 "vols. Second Edition. Large post Svo, 2ij. 

SCOON’ES, W. Bapiste.’—'EoxLT Centuries of English Letters: 
A Selection of 350 Letters by 150 Writers, firom tbe Period of the 
Paston Letters to the Present Time. Third Edition. Large 
cro\¥n Svo, 6 j-. 

Selwyn, Bishop, of Zealand and of Lichfield, A Sketch of his 
Life and Work, with Further Gleanings from his Letters, 
Sermons, and Speeches. By the Rev. Canon Curteis. Large 
crown Svo, 7 j. 6^. 

SEYMOUR^ W, Dtgby, Q.C,^ — Home Rule and State Supre- 
macy. Crown Svo, ^s. 6 d, 

Shakspere’s Macbeth. With Preface, Notes, and New Renderings. 
By Matthias Mull. Demy Svo, 6 s, 

Shakspere’s ^Works. The Avon Edition, 12 vols,, fcap. Svo, cloth, 
iSs. ; in cloth box, 21 a ; bound in 6 vols., cloA, 15J. 

Shakspere’s Works, an Index to. By Evangeline O’Connor. 
Crown Svo, 5^. 

SHELLEY, Percy Bysshe.—lAte, Bv Edward Dowden, LL.D. 
2 vols. With Portraits. Demy Svo, 36^ 

SHILLITO, Rev. Womanhood : its Duties, Temptations, 

and Privileges. A Book for Young Women. Third Edition. 
Crown Svo, 31. 6 d, 

Shooting, Practical Hints on. Being a Treatise on the Shot Gun 
and its Management. By ‘‘20 Bore.’’ With 55 Illustrations. 
Demy Svo, 12^. 

Sister Augustine, Superior of the Sisters of Charity at the St. 
Johannis Hospital at Bonn. Authorized Translation by Hans 
Tharau, from the German ‘‘ Memorials of Amalie von 
Lasaulx.” Cheap Edition. Large crown Svo, 4s’. 6 d, 

SKINNE R, James. --E Memoir. . By the Author of Charles Lowder.” 
AVith a Preface by the Rev, Canon Carter, and Portrait. 
Large crown, *]s. 6 d. 

Also a cheap Edition. With Portrait. Fourth Edition. Crown 
Svo, 3J. 6 d. 

SMITH, L, The Music of the Waters : Sailor’s Chanties 
and Working Songs of the Sea. Demy Svo, 12^. 

Spanish Mystics. By the Editor of “ Many Voices.” Crown Svo, 5 a 
S pecimens of English Prose Style from Malory to Ma- 
caulay. Selected and Annotated, with an Introductory Essay, 
by George Saintsbury. Large crown Svo, printed on hand- 
made paper, parchment antique or cloth, I2 a ,• vellum, 15X. 

STRACHEY, Sir John, G, C,S.L — India. With Map, Demy Svo, 15A 
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Stray Papers on Education, and Scenes from School Life, By E. H. 
Second Edition. Small crown Svo, 3^. 6^/. 

STRECKER- W'lSLICEN'l/S.—OTga.nic Chemistry. Translated and 
Edited, with Extensive Additions, by W. R. Hodgkinson, 
Ph.D., and A. J. Greenaway, F.I.C. Second and cheaper 
Edition. Demy 8vo, 12s. 6d. 

Sualiin, 1885 : being a Sketch of the Campaign of this year. By an 
Officer who was there. Second Edition. Crovm Svo, 2s. 6d. 

SULLY, James, M,A. — Pessimism : a History and a Criticism. 
Second Edition. Demy Svo, 14?. 

SWEDENBORG, Eman. — Be Gultu et Amore Bei ubi Agitur 
de Telluris ortu, Paradiso et Vivario, turn de Pri- 
mogeniti Seu Adami Hati-vitate Infantia, et Amore. 
Crown Svo, 6 a 

On the Wc^rship and Bove of God. Treating of the Birth 
of the Earth, Paradise, and the Abode of Li%dng Creatures. 
Translated from the original Latin. Crown Svo, 7^. 6 d. 

Prodromus Philosophiae Ratiocinantis de Infinito, 
et Causa Final! Creationis : deque Mechanismo Opera- 
tionis Animas et Corporis. Edidit Thomas hluRRAY Gorman, 
M. A. Crown Svo, yr. 6 d, 

TARRING, C. J, — A Practical Elementary Turkish Grammar. 
Crown Svo, 6 j, 

TA YLOR, Rcih Canoft Isaac, LL,D, — The Alphabet. An Account of 
the Origin and Development of Letters. With numerous Tables 
and Facsimiles. 2 vols. Demy Svo, 36^. 

Leaves from an Egyptian Rote-book. Crown Svo, ^s. 

TAYLOR, Reymell, C.B., C.S.L A Biography. By E. GxUIBIER 
Parry. With Portait and Map. Demy Svo, 14s. 

TA YLOR, Sir Benry.-fXhe Statesman. Fcap. Svo, 3A 6 d, 

THOM, J. Laws of Life after the Mind of Christ. 

Two Series. Crown Svo, ^s. 6t/. each. 

THOMPSON, Sir H—Diet in Relation to Age and Activity. 
Fcap. Svo, cloth, ia 6 d. ; paper covers, is. 

Modern Cremation. Crown Svo, 2 a 6 d, 

TODHUNTER, Dr. J.— A Study of SheUey . Crown Svo, 7 a 

TOLSTOI, CmmTZeo.’~~Ch.TlsVs Christianity. Translated from the 
Russian, Large crown Svo, "js, 6d, ^ 

TRANT, Wz7iiam.—*TTSLde Unions : Their Origin, Objects, and 
Efficacy. 'Small crown Svo, is. 6d. ; paper covers, ia 
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TRENCH, The late R. C., Archbishop . and Memorials. 
By tlie Author of “ Charles Lowder/' With two Portraits. 

2 vols. 8 VO, 21S. 

Hotes on tlie Parables of Our Lord. Svo, I2r. Cheap 
Edition. Pifty-sixth Thousand. 7^. 6d. 

Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord. Svo, 12s. Cheap 
Edition. Eorty-eighth Tliousand. *]s. 6d. 

Studies in the Gospels. Fifth Edition, Revised. Svo, lo^. 6d. 

Brief Thoughts and Meditations on Some Passages in 
Holy Scripture. Third Edition. Crown Svo, ^s. 6d. 

Synonyms of the New Testament. Tenth Edition, En- 
larged. Svo, lej*. 

Sermons New and Old. Crown Svo, 6^-. 

Westminster and other Sermons. Crown Svo, 6s. 

On the Authorized Version of the New Testament. 
Second Edition. Svo, ys. 

Commentary on the Kpistles to the Seven Churches in 
Asia. Fourth Edition, Revised. Svo, Sr. 6d. 

The Sermon on the Mount. An Exposition drawn from the 
Writings of St. Augustine, with an Essay on his Merits as an 
Interpreter of I-Ioly Scripture. Fourth Edition, Enlarged. Svo, 
IQS. 6d. 

Shipwrecks of Faith. Three Sermons preached before the 
University of Cambridge in May, 1867. Fcap. Svo, 2s. 6d, 

Lectures on Medieval Church History. Being the Sub- 
stance of Lectures delivered at Queen’s College, London. Second 
Edition. Svo, 12s. 

English, Past and Present. Thirteenth Edition, Revised and 
Improved. Fcap. Svo, 5J. 

On the Study of Words. Twentieth Edition, Revised, 
Fcap. Svo, 5^. 

Select Glossary of English Words used Formerly in 
Senses Different from the Present. Sixth Edition, 
Revised and Enlarged. Fcap. Svo, Ss. 

Proverbs and Their Lessons. Seventh Edition, Enlarged. 
Fcap. Svo, 4s. 

Poems. Collected and Arranged anew. Tenth Edition. Fcap. 
Syo, 7s, 6d. 

Poems. Library Edition, 2 vols. Small crown Svo, loj'. 

Sacred Latin Poetry. Chiefly Lyrical, Selected and Arranged 
for Use. Third Edition, Corrected and Improved. Fcap. Svo, 7s. 
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l^RENCUy The iaie R, C., ArchbishoJ> — contziuted. 

A Household Book of English Poetry. Selected and 
Arranged, with Notes. Fourth Edition, Revised. Extra fcan 
Svo, 5 j. 6d, ^ ’ 

An Essay on the Eife and Genius of Calderon. With 
Translations from his “Life’s a Bream” and “Great Theatre of 
the World.” Second Edition, Revised and Improved. Extra 
fcap. 8vo, 5^. 6d, 


Gustavus Adolphus in Germany, and other Lectures 
on the Thirty Years’ War. Third Edition, Enlarged 
Fcap. 8 VO, 4Sn ^ ‘ 


Plutarch : his Life, his Lives, and his Morals^ 
Edition, Enlarged. Fcap. 8vo, 3^. 6d. 


Second 


Remains of the late Mrs. Richard Trench. Being Selec- 
tions from her Journals, Letters, and other Papers. New and 
Cheaper Issue. With Portrait. 8vo, 6s. 


TUTBIZL, C. A. —Origin and Development of Christian 
Dogma. Crown 8vo, 3^. 6d. 


Two Centuries of Irish History. By various Writers. Edited by 
Prof. J. Bryce. Demy Svo, 16s. 

UMZAUFTf Prof. F . — The Alps. Illustrations and Maps. Svo, 2Ss. 

VAZ dFRFMAO, Rev. J. R— The Serpent of Eden. A Philo- 
logical and Critical Essay. Crown Svo, 4s. 6d. 

VOZCICXSOM, E. W. V . — Catechism of Elementary Modern 
Chemistry. Small croum Svo, 3^. 

WAZZER,^ C. A.— Unfoldings of Christian Hope. Second 
Edition. Crown Svo, 31-. 6d. 

WAZPOZE, Chas. George.— K Short History of Ireland from the 
Earliest Times to the Union with Great Britain. 
With 5 IMaps and Appendices. Third Edition. CrowmSvo, 6^*. 

WARD, Wilfrid .— Wish to Believe, A Discussion Concern- 
ing the Temper of Mind in which a reasonable Man should 
undertake Religious Inquiry. Small crown Svo, 5^-. 

WARD, William George, Ph.D . — Essays on the Philosophy of 
Theism, Edited, with an Introduction, by Wilfrid Ward. 
2 vols. Demy Svo, 21 A 

y. if:— A n Old Shropshire Oak. 2 vols. Demy Svo 
28 a ^ 

WEDMORE, Frederick . — The Masters of Genre Painting, With 
Sixteen Illustrations. Post Svo, yj. 6^/. 

WBIEZEY, Charles.— In Cap and Gown. Crown Svo. 

WHITMAN, Conyentional Gant: its Results and 

Remedy, Crown Svo, 6 a 
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WHITNEY^ Prof. IVilliam Dwight. — Essentials of Englisti 
Grammarj for the Use of Schools. Second Edition. Crown 
Svo, ^s. 6 d. 

WHITWORTH, George An Anglo-Indian Dictionary : 

a Glossary of Indian Terms used in English, and of such English 
or other Non-Indian Terms as have obtained special meanings in 
India. Demy Svo, cloth, 12s. 

'Wilberforce, Bishop, of Oxfo 7 'd and Wmchcsier. Life. his 
Son Reginald Wilberforce. Crown Svo, 6^. 

WILSON, Mrs. R. id— The Christian Brothers. Their Origin and 
AVork. AAath a Sketch of the Life of their Founder, the Ven. 
Jean Baptiste, de la Salle. Croum Svo, Cos. 

WOLTMANN, T>r. Alfred, ami WOERMANN, Dr. Ahr/.— History 
of Painting. With numerous Illustrations. Medium Svo. 
A^ol. I. Painting in Antiquity and the Middle Ages. 28.?“. ; 
bevelled boards, gilt leaves, 30^. Vol. II. The Painting of the 
Renascence. 42^. ; bevelled boards, gilt leaves, 45J. 

Words of Jesus Christ taken from the Gospels. Small crown 
Svo, 2 s. 6 d. 

YOUMANS, Edward £., J/.Z).— A Class Book of Chemistry, on 
the Basis of the. New System. AAhth 200 Illustrations. Crown 
Svo, 5 ' 5 '* 

YOUMANS, Eliza ^ 1 .— First Book of Botany. Designed to 
cultivate the Observing Powers of Children. With 300 
Engravings. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, 2 s. 6 d. 


THE INTERNATIONAL SClENTfFiO SERIES. 

I. Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice and Glaciers. 

By J. Tyndall, LL.D., F.R.S. With 25 Illustrations. Ninth 
Edition. 5^. 

II. Physics and Politics ; or. Thoughts on the Application of the 

Principles of “Natural Selection and “ Inheritance ” to Political 
Society. By WMter- Bagehot. Eighth Edition. 5^. 

III. Foods. By Edward Smith, M.D., LL.B., F.R.S. AAhth numerous 

Illustrations. Ninth Edition. 5^. 

IV. Mind and Body: the Theories of their Relation. By 

Alexander Bain, LL.D, AVith Four Illustrations. Eighth 
■•Edition.; Ss. ■ 

Y. The Study of Sociology. By Plerhert Spencer, Fourteenth 
' .Edition. $s, ' ■ 



30 


A List of 


VI. The Conservation of Energy. By Balfour Stewart, M.A., 

LL.D., F.E..S. Witli 14 Illustrations. Seventh Edition. 5 j. 

VII. Animal Locomotion ; or, Walking, S\wmming, and Fljung. By 

J. B. Pettigrew, M.D., F.R.S., etc. With 130 Illustrations. 
Third Edition. 5i-. 

VIII. Responsibility in Mental Eisease. By Henry IMaudsIey, 

M.D. Fourth Edition. 5^“. 

IX. The Rew Chemistry. By Professor J. P. Cooke. With 31 

Illustrations. Ninth Edition, 

X. The Science of Law. By l^rofessor Sheldon Amos. Sixth Edition. 

S'?- 

XI. Animal Mechanism ; a Treatise on Terrestrial and Aerial Loco- 

motion. By Professor E. J. Marey. With 117 Tllustrations. 
Third Edition. 5^. 

XII. The Doctrine of Descent and Darv/inism. By Professor 

Oscar Schmidt. With 26 Illustrations. Seventh Edition. Ss. 

XIII. The History of the Conflict between Religion and 

Science. By J.W. Draper, M.D., LL.D. Twentieth Edition. 
S'?- 

XIV. Fungi ; their NTature, Influences.^and Uses. By M. C. 

Cooke, M. A., LL.D. Edited by the Rev. M. J. Berkeley, M. A., 
F.L.S. With numerous Illustrations. Fourth Edition. 55. 

XV. The Chemistry of Light and Photography, By Dr. 

Hermann Vogel. With 100 Illustrations. Fifth Edition, . 

XVI. Tlio Life and Growth of Language. By Professor William 

Dwight Whitney. Fifth Edition. 5^. 

XVII. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By W. 

Stanley Jevons, M.A., F.R.S. Eighth Edition. 5^-. - 

XVIII. TheHature of Light. With a General Account of Physical 
Optics. By Dr. Eugene Lonimel. With iSS Illustrations and a 
Table of Spectra in Chromo-lithography. Fifth Edition. 5^. 

XIX. Animal Parasites and Messmates. By P. J. Van Beneden. 

With 83 Illustrations. Third Edition. 5^. 

XX. On Fermentation. By Professor Schiltzenberger. With 28 

Illustrations. Fourth Edition. 5 j. 

. XXL The Five Senses of Man, By Professor Bernstein. With 
91 IllustratiGns. Fifth Edition. 5^. 

XXII. The Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music, By Pro- 
fessor Pietro Blaserna. With numerous Illustrations. Third 
Edition. 5^. 

XXIII. Studies in Spectrum Analysis. By J. Norman Lockyer, 
F.R.S. With six photographic Illustrations of Spectra, and 
numerous engravings on Wood. Fourth Edition, 6 s, 6 d, 
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XXIV. A History of tlie Growth, of the Steam Kngine. By 

Professor R. PI. Thurston, With numerous Illustrations. Fourth 
Edition. 

XXV. Kducation as a Science. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. Seventh 

Edition, 5^. 

XXVI. The Human Species, By Professor A,. deQuatrefages. Fourth 

Edition. 5^. 

XXVII. Modern Chromatics. With Applications to Art and In- 
dustry. By Ogden N. Rood, With 130 original Illustrations. 
Second Edition. 5^. 

XXVIII. The Crayfish i an Introduction to the Study of Zoolop^ By 
Professor T. H. Huxley. With 82 Illustrations. Fifth Edition, 5^. 

XXIX. The Brain as an Organ of Mind. By H. Charlton Bastian, 
M.D. With numerous Illustrations. Third Edition. 5^. 

XXX. The Atomic Theory. By Prof. Wurtz. Translated by E. 

Cleminshaw, F.C.S. Fifth Edition. 5^. 

XXXI. The BTatnral Conditions of Existence as they affect 
Animal Life, By Karl Semper. With 2 Maps and 106 
Woodcuts. Third Edition. 55. 

XXXII. General Physiology of Mnscles and Nerves, By Prof. 
J. Rosenthal. Third Edition, With 75 Illustrations. 5^. 

XXXIIL Sights an Exposition of the Principles of Monocular and 
Binocular Vision. By Joseph le Conte, LL.D. Second Edition. 
With 132 Illustrations. 

XXXIV. Illusions : a Psychological Study. By James Sully. Third 
Edition, 5^. 

XXXV. Volcanoes : what they are and what they teach. 
By Professor J. \V. Judd, F.R.S. With 96 Illustmtions on 
Wood. Fourth Edition. 5^. 

XXXVI. Suicide : an Essay on Comparative Moral Statistics. By Prof. 
H. Morselli. Second Edition. With Diagrams. 

XXXVII. The Brain and its Functions. By J. Lujs. With 
Illustrations. Second Edition. 51. 

XXXVni. Myth and Science: an Essay. By Tito Vignoli, Third 
■ Edition. With Supplementary Note. 55. 

XXXIX. The Sun. By Professor Young. With Illustrations. Third 
Edition. 5x, 

XL Ants, Bees, and Wasps i a Record of Observations on the 
Habits of the Social Hymenoptera. By Sir John Lubbock, Bart , 
M.P. With 5 Chromo-lithographic Illustrations. Ninth Edition, 
■.yj. 
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XLL Ai'iraal Intelligence 
yczTth Edition. 55. 

The Concepts and Theories of Modern Phvsics 
J. il. Stallo, Third Edition. 5'r,- ^ 


LII 


By G. J. Romanes, LL.D., F.R.S, 

By 


XUII. Disuses of Memo^ : An Essay in the Positive PsychoW 

i.y Prof. In. Riaot. Third Edition. 5,?. 

XEI'^i 


By N. Joly, with r-S J”-.istrations. 


IJvIan before Metals. 
r'.„.::rth Edition. Cj-, 

By Prof. ShoHo.n Ar..os. Third 

I. TEemcntary Meteorologv. Ev Rob-r^ i-T t 7 

IMition. VfithXV.nter0uslllustratiLs. 5t 
vr.VII. The Organs of Speech and their Application in the 

% OeorfHttt;: 

^3- Alphonse de Candolle. 

L, Jelly- 3^isli, Star-Fish, and Sea-TTrrbirto -n • 

on Primitive Nervous Svtmt Ev r !' =• K«earch 

Illustrations. 'A'-tems. By &. J. Romanes. With* 


LL 


Eli. 


1 1 1 ui? t ra t i on 5. 5^ , 

The Common Sense of the 

WiUhtn Kinsdon Clifthrd. Second Edition. 


till 

:liv. 


Wa^erfjEI)” F Rt^P°'H^ Principles. By 

parative Anatomy and Plntoi^f R C s'E^tvhh" t r?“' 

tmtions. 5J-. ' With 50 IIIus- 

Hartmann. With 63 Illustra. 

^ Bt&&hmidt!” TC,ht1voolLfs 
u- 5- 
l-p- "’">'38 Fig,;, « S,co.dS"““j, 

■' • i™?yi£ss:'' T =F E. L. 
l-Vill. Geographical and Geological Distribnt, -0,0 a ■ 

I IV 1 WithrrontisSL t ^“^“'^®- 

cSxngtrfrom Day of Weather 

hcconU Edition. With ge^ilkSadofef Abercromby. 
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LX. Animal Magnetism. By Alfred Binet and Charles Ferd. 
Second Edition. 5^. 

LXI. Mamial of British. IDiscomycetes, with descriptions of all the 
Species of Fungi hitherto found in Britain included in the Family, 
and lilustrations of the Genera. By WilHam PhilHps, F.L.S. (s. 

LXII. International Law. With Materials for a Code of Inter- 
national Law. By Professor Leone Leyi. ^s, 

LXIIL Geological History of Plants. By Sir J. William 
Dawson. With 80 Figures. 5^. 

LXI¥, The Origin of Floral Structures through Insect 
and other Agencies. By Key. Prof. G. Henslow. With 
85 Illustrations. 5^. 

LXV. On the Senses, Instincts, and Intelligence of Animals. 
With special Reference to Insects. By Sir John Lubbock, Bart., 
M.P. 100 Iliustrations. Second Edition. 5^. 

LX¥L The Primitive Family; Its Origin and Development. 
By C. N. Starcke. 


MILITARY WORKS. 

Col C, B., B.A. — Military Handbooks for 
Regimental OSicers. 

I . Military Sketching and Reconnaissance. By CoL 

F. J. Hutchison and Major H. G. MacGregor, Fifth 
Edition. With 16 Plates. Small crown 8vo, 47. 

II. The Klements of Modern Tactics Practically 

^.pplied to English Formations. By Lieut. -Col. 
Wilkinson Shaw. Sixth Edition. With 25 Plates and 
Maps. Smah crown 8vo, 9^. ^ 

HI. Field Artillery. Its Equipment, Organization and Tactics, 
By MaJor Sisson C. Pratt, R,A. Witi^ 12 Plates. Third 
Edition. Small crown 8vo, bi-. 

IV. The Elements of Wlitary Admihlstration, First 
Part: Permanent System of Admimstration. By Major 
J, W. Buxton. Small crown Syo, 7x, 6£/. 

¥. Military Law: Its Procedure and Practice. By 
Major Sisson C. Pratt, R. A. Fourth Edition. Revised. 
Small crown 8yo, 4?. 

n,. Ca-^ralry in Modern War. ■ . By Major-Generai F, Clienevix 
Trench. Small crown Svo, dr. 
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BKACKENBUEY, CoL C. B., R,A.—co 7 iihimd. 

VII. Field Works. Their Technical Construction and Tactical 
Application. By the Editor, Col. C. B. Brackenbury, R.A. 
Small crown Svo, in 2 parts, 12s. 

BROOKE, Major, C. System of Field Training. Small 

crown Svo, cloth limp, 2 s. 

Campaign of Fredericksburg, November — December, 1862 . 

A Study for Officers of Volunteers. By a Line Officer. With 
5 Maps and Plans. Second Edition. Crown Svo, 5^. 

CLERY, C, Francis, CoL — Minor Tactics. With 26 Maps and Plans. 
Eighth Edition, Revised. Crown Svo, 91. 

COLVILE, LieuLXoL C, Al— Military Tribunals. Sewed, 2^'. ed. 

CRAUFURD, Cap. FI. 5^:— Suggestions for the Military Train- 
ing of a Company of Infantry- Crown Svo, is. bd. 

HAMILTON, CaptMan,A.D.C.—i:\i^ Fighting of the Future, is. 

HARRISON, CoL i?.— The omcer’s Memorandum Book for 
Peace and War. Fourth Edition, Revised throughout. 
Oblong 32mo, red basil, with pencil, 3 ^. 6 d, 

Notes on Cavalry Tactics, Oi'ganisation, etc. By a Cavalry 
Officer. With Diagrams. Demy Svo, 12s. 

FARR. CoL H. HaBam, C.M.G.—rhe Dress, Horses, and 
Equipment of Infantry and Staff OfTicers. Crown 
Svo, 

Further Training and Equipment of Mounted In- 
fantry. Crown Svo, 15 . 

SCIIAW, CoL The Defence and Attack of Positions and 
Localities. Fourth Edition. Crown Svo, 35 . 6 d. 

STONE. Capt. F. Gkadowe, R.A. — Tactical Studies from the 
Franco-German War of 1870-71. With 22 Lithographic ,, 
Sketches and Maps. Demy Svo, 105 . 6^/. 

WILKINSON, IL Spenser, Capt. 20th Lancashire At ^—Citizen 
Soldiers. Essays townrds the Improvement of the ' olunteer 
Force. Crown Svo, 25. M . 


POETRY. 

ALEXANDER, William, D.D., Bishop 0} Augustine’s 

Holiday, and other Poems. Crown Svo, 65. 
AUCHMUTY,A. C.— Poems of English Heroism : FromBranan- 
burh to Lucknow ; from Athelstan to Albert. Small croy^n Svo, 
is.M. ■ ■ 
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BARNES, William. — Poems of Rural Life, in the Dorset 
Dialect. New Edition, complete in one vol. Crown Svo, 
6 s. 

BAYNES, Rez\ Canon If. R. — Home Songs for Quiet Hours. 
Fourth and Cheaper Edition. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 2s. 6 J. 

BEVIN'GTON, L. S . — Hey NTotes. Small cro^m Svo, 5^’. 

BLUNT, Wilfrid Scawen. — The 'Wind and the 'Whirlwind- 
Demy 8vo, is. 6 d. 

The Love Sonnets of Proteus. Fifth Edition. Elzevir Svo, 
5 ^- 

In Vinculis. With Portrait. Elze^dr Svo, 5i-. 

BOJVEN, If. C., M.A. — Simple English Poems. English Literature 
for Junior Classes. In Four Farts. Parts I., II., and III., 6 d. 
each, and Part IV., u. Complete, ^s, 

BRYANT, TF. C. — Poems. Cheap Edition, with Frontispiece. Small 
crown Svo, ^s. 6 d. 

Calderon’s Dramas: the Wonder-Working Magician — Life is a 
Dream — the Purgatory of St. Patrick. Translated by Denis 
Florence iMAcCARTHY. Post Svo, 10s. 

Camoens’ Lusiads. — Portuguese Text, with Translation by J. J. 
Aueertin. Second Edition. 2 vols. Crown Svo, 12s. 

CHRISTIE, Albazty J. — The End of Man, Fourth Edition. Fcap. 
Svo, 2 s. 6 d. 

COLERIDGE, Hon. Sfsji/ien. — Fibulae. Small crown Svo, 4^. 6 d. 

COXHEAD, Ethel — Birds and Babies. With 33 Illustrations. 
Imp. i6mo, IS. 

Dante’s Divina Coinmedia. Translated in the Terza Rima of 
Original, by F. K. H. PIaselfoot. Demy Svo, i 6 s. 

DENNIS, y.— English Sonnets. Collected and Arranged by. Small 
crowm Svo, 2s. 6 d. 

DE VERE, AfiNey . — Poetical Works. 

I. The Search^'after Proserpine, etc. 3^ 6*/. 

II. The Legends of St. Patrick, etc. 35. 6./. 

III. Alexander the Great, etc. ^s. 6 d. 

The Foray of Queen Meave, and other Legends of Ireland's* 
Heroic Age. Small crown Svo, $s. 6 d. 

Legends of the Saxon Saints. Small cro\ra Svo, $s. 6 d. 

Legends and Records of the Church and the Empire. 
Small crown Svo, 31. 

DOBSON, Amlm.— ‘Old World Idylls, and other Versest Eighth 
Edition. Elzevir Svo, gilt top, 6 a 
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DOBSON], Austin — contimied. 

At the Sign of the I-yre« Sixth Edition. Elzevir Svo, gilt 
top, 6s, 

DOWDEN, Edward, ZZ.i?.— Shakspere’S SonhetS. With Intro- 
duction and Notes. Large post Svo, 'js, 6d. 

DURANT, Hiloise, — Dante, A Dramatic Poem. Small crotvn Svoi 5^. 

DUTT, Toru, — A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields. New Edition. 
Demy Svo, los. 6d. 

Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hindustan. With an 
Introductory Memoir by Edmund Gosse. Second Edition, 
iSmo. Cloth extra, gilt top, 5^. 

ELLIOTT, Ebenezer, TIte Corn Lam -Poems. Edited by his 

son, the Rev. Edwin Elliott, of St. John^s, Antigua. 2 vols. 
Crown Svo, iSj. 

English Verse. Edited by W. J. Linton and R. H, STODnARD. 
5 vols. Crown Svo, cloth, 5^. each. 

I. Chaucer to Burns. 

11 . Translations. 

III. Lyrics of the Nineteenth Century, 

IV. Dramatic Scenes and Characters. 

V. Ballads and Romances. 

GOSSE, New Poems. Crown Svo, ys. 6d, 

Firdausi in Exile, and other Poems. Second Edition. Elzevir 
Svo, gilt top, 6j. 

GURuVEV, Rev, AIfred,-~^i:he Vision of the Eucharist, and other 
Poems. Crown Svo, 5^. 

A Christmas Faggot. Small crown Svo, 51. 

NARRISON, Clifford.— H tx Hours of Leisure, Second Edition, 
Crown Svo, 5^. 

KEA Zd; 7 i?/ 772 .-~Poetical Works. Edited by W. T. Arnold. Large 
pown Svo, choicely printed on hand-made paper, with Portrit 
in eau-forte. Parchment or cloth, 12^”.; vellum, i 5 a New 
Edition, crown Svo, cloth, 3A 6d, 

KING, Mrs, ETamilton.—Ultie Disciples. Tenth Edition* Smki 
crown Svo, 5 a ; Elzevir Edition, cloth extra, 6s, 

A Book of Dreams. Third Edition. Crown Svo, 3^* 6d, 

The Sermon in the Hospital {From « The Disciples’'}. Fcap* 
Svo, I A Cheap Edition for distribution 3d., or 20A per ICK>. 

LANG, A. — XXXII. Ballades in Blue Chinas Elzevir Svo, 5 a 

Rhymes a la Mode. With Frontispiece by E. A. Abbw. 
Second Edition. El2e\dr Svo, cloth extra, gilt top, 5^* 
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LARMINIE, fr.— Glanlua, and other Poems. Small crown 8vo, 
35. 

T ivine Englisli Poets MDCCCLXXXII. With Fronfcpiece by 
Living Engrcr^^e. Edition. Large crown 8yo. Printed on 

tod-made paper. Parchment or cloth, I2r. ; vellum, I Sr. 
locker, ^-.-London Lyrics. Tenth Edition. With Portrait, 
Elzevir 8vo. Cloth extra, gilt top, $s, 
lusted, C. y.— Semblance, and otljgr Poems. Small crown 8vo, 

M A , mid PALMER, E. H., M.A.-iohzsi 

MAGNUSS^i^^^^^ Lyrical Songs, Idylls, and Epi- 
grams. Fcap. Svo, Si. 

Aj, 6d, 

An Our -Day Idyll. Crown Svo, 3^. 6rf. 


Ke\v and Cheaper Editions, 


MOMTSON', Jeank.—OoT&on. . 

MORRIS, Poetical Works of. 

with Portrait. In 4 vols., 5'^- mu* <. +1, ■c'rq*+- 

v,i. 1, — -.gsKSSS?’ 

Od. if Lf,." S....U. 

VotoV.°contains “ Songs Unsung ” and “ Gycia.” Fifth Edition. 
Songs of Britain. Third Edition. Fcap. Svo, S^ 

The Enic of Hades. With i6 Autotype Illustrations, after the 
^Drawings of the late George R. Chapman. 4to> cio* ^xtra, gilt 

leaves, 2 Ij. . , r.i * 

The Epic of Hades. Presentation Edition. 4to. cloth extra, 

mlt leaves, los. 6d. * „ « r- 

T'hP DPwis Morris Birthday Book. Edited by S. S. Cope- 

tod into English Verse. Crown 8yo, 7i. 6<f 

The Suppliant Maidens of ^scbylus. Crown Svo, 4,i. 6</. 
MULHOLLAND, ifuifr.-Yagrant Verses, Stol croipi Svo. S^ 
NOEL, The Han. Roden. -KUXn^Chms Monument. Third 
-Edition. Small croivn Svo, 3i. oa. „ „ 

The House of Ravenshurg. New Edition. Small crown 

The^Red Flag, and other Poems. New Edition. Small croivn 
8vo, 6 j, 
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NOEL, The Non. Roden— contimied. 

Songs of the Heights and Deeps. Crown Svo, 6x. 

A Modern Fanst, and other Poems. Small crown Svo, Sx. 

ONAGAN, The Song of Roland. Translated into English 

Verse. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, 5x. 

Publisher’s Playground. Fcap. Svo, y. Sd. 

Rare Poems of the 16 th and 17 th Centuries. Edited by W. J. 
Linton. Crown Svo, 

ROBINSON, A. Mary A— A Handful of Honeysuckle. Fcap. 
Svo, 3x. 6^. 

The Crowned Hippolytus. Translated from Euripides. With 
New Poems. Small crown Svo, 5x. 

SEAL, W. Visions of the Right. Crown Svo, 4^. 

SMITN, y. W, Giltan.—The Loves of Vandyck. A Tale of Genoa. 
Small crown Svo, 2s. 6 d. 

The Log o’ the Horseman.” Small crown Svo, 5x. 
Serbelloni. Small crown Svo, Sx. 

Sophocles: The Seven Plays in English Verse. Translated by Lewis 
Campbell. Crown Svo, yx. 6 d. 

SVMONBSy John Addmgfo7z.—'Vaga.hvinduli Libellus. Crown 
§vo, 6x. 

TAYLOR, Sir iV.— Works. Complete in Five Volumes. Crown 
Svo, 30X. 

Philip Van Artevelde. Fcap. Svo, 3x. 6 d. 

The Virgin Widow, etc. Fcap. Svo, 3x. 6 d. 

TODHUNTER, Dr, y.— Laurella, and other Poems, Crown Svo, 
6x. 6^. 

Forest Songs. Small crown Svo, 3x. 6^. 

The True Tragedy of Rienzi ; a Drama. 3x. 

Alcestis s a Dramatic Poem. Extra fcap. Svo, 

Helena in Troas. Small crown Svo, 2x. 6^f. 

The Banshee, and other Poems. Small crown Svo, 3x. 6^/. 
TYNAN, JCaihenne.—X.ouisQ de la Valliere, and other Poems. 
Small crown Svo, 3x. 6^?! 

Shamrocks, Small crown Svo, Sx. 

Twilight and Candlesbades. By Exul. With 15 Vignettes. 
Small crown Svo, 5 x. 

Victorian Hymns: English Sacred Songs of Fifty Tears. 
Dedicated to the Queen; Large post Svo, lox. 6 a, 
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Wordsworth Birthday Book, The. Edited by Adelaide and 
'V iolet Wordsworth. 321110, limp clotb, is, 6d. ; cloth extra, 2 s, 
Wordsworth, Selections from. By Wm. Knight and other 
members of the Wordsworth Society. Large crown 8 vo. Printed 
on hand-made paper. With Portrait. Parchment, I2r; vellum, 
15^. 

} JiA i-P, The Wanderings of Oisin, and other Poems, 
bmall crown Svo, ^s. 


NOVELS AND TALES. 


£/ia,—Kmgscoie Stories. Crown Svo, 5 j. 

Bertram de Drumont. Crown Svo, 5^. 

MIrs, G. Z.— God’s Providence House. Crown Svo, 6s, 

CBAWFUBD, Orira'/Z --Sylvia Arden. With Frontispiece. Crown 
ovo, ir. ^ 

GARDINgR,^Linad,^ms Heritage. With Frontispiece. Crown 


GRA 1', J/a.rre'dZ’.—The Silence of Dean Maitland. Fifteenth 
liiousand. \\ ith Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6r. 

GREY, In Sunny Switzerland. A Tale of Six Weeks, 

becond Edition. Small crown Svo, 5r. 

Lindenblumen and other Stories. Small crowm Svo, 5r. 
By Virtue of his Office. Crowm Svo, 6s. 


HDNTER^ Hay, Tne Crime of Christmas 
Latin Quarter. By the Author of “ 
Daughter.” is. 


Day. A Tale of the 
My Ducats and my 


H UR'TERy Hay, ^ a 7 id 
Daughter. 


^nrTE, WaUer.—MY Ducats and 
With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 


My 


EVGELO W, yean,—01X the Skelligs. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 


A Novel. With Frontispiece. 


LANG, ytdrew -Xn the Wrong Paradise, and other Stories. 

urown ovo, x}s. 

A/.4CZ>d^^^ZA _a-Donal Grant. A Novel. With Frontispiece. 

Home Again. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 

Castle Warlock. A Novel. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 'dr. 

on Steel. 
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MACDOMALD^ G»—mniinued, 

The Marguis of I^ossie. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, Bs. 
St. George and St « Michael- With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 
What’s Mine’s Mine. With Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, 6r. 

Annals of a Quiet Neighbourhood. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6 j. 

The Seaboard Parish ; a Sequel to “Annals of a Quiet Neigh- 
bourhood.” With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6r. 

Wilfred Cumhermede. An Autobiographical Stoi-y. With 
Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6r. 

Thomas W'ingfold, Curate. 'With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 
6s. 

Paul Faber, Surgeon- With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s, 
The Elect Lady. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6^'. 

MALET, Zucas.— Colonel Enderby’s Wife. A Novel. With 
Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 

A Counsel of Perfection. With Frontispiece. Crown Svoj 6^. 

MULHOLLAND^ Rosa , — Marcella Grace. An Irish Novel. Crown 
Svo, 6s. 

A Fair Emigrant. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 

OGLEi Anna C.— -A Lost Eove. Small crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

PALGRA VEi W. Hermann Agha ; an Eastern Narrative. 

Crown Svo, 

Romance of the Recusants. By the Author of “Life of a Prig.” 
Crown Svo, 5f. 

SEVERRTE, Florence . — The Pillar House. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6 j, 

SHA W, Flora L. — Castle Blair : a Story of Youthful Days, Grown 
Svo, 3 r. 6d. 

STRETTOFT, Through a Needle’s Eye. A Story. With 

Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6r- 

TA yZOR, Col. Meadows,. C.S.L, M.R.ZA.Seeta., A Novel. With 
Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 

Tippoo Sultaun : a Tale of the Mysore War. With Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo, 6s. 

Ralph Darnell. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 

A Noble Queen. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6^. 

The Confessions of a Thug. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 
Tara : a Mahratta Tale. With Frontispiece. Crown Svo, 6s. 
Within Sound of the Sea. With Frontispiece, Crown Svo, 6s. 



